
BIG SANDY 
Watershed #11-Milk River Basin  

Chouteau County, Montana 
 

 
 

LAND OWNERSHIP:  MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (MDT) 

 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 

The Big Sandy wetland mitigation site was constructed in 1991 to mitigate wetland impacts associated with 

Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) projects.  Constructed in Watershed #11 (Milk River Basin), the 

site is located northeast of Big Sandy east of U.S. Highway 87 in Chouteau County.  The site includes four 

excavated ponds constructed to retain storm water and groundwater and to retain semi-permanent standing 

water.  Design features included nesting islands for waterfowl, irregular shoreline with flatten slopes to allow 

for the development of edge cover, revegetation, and protection from grazing.  This restoration project has 

developed approximately 13 acres of mitigation credits to mitigate transportation projects in the watershed.     

 

 

 



WETLAND INHABITANTS 
 

 
                      

  
Marsh Wren Northern Leopard Frog 

            

 
   

 

 



WETLAND VEGETATION 
  

Dominate wetland species  

 

Type 1- Broad-leaf cattail (Typhia latifolia) 

 

Type 2- Foxtail barley/ American bulrush (Hordeum jubatum/Scripus americanus) 

 

Type 3- Pondweed/Water milfoil (Potamogeton/Myriophyllum) 

 

 
        Typhia latifolia (Broadleaf cattail)       
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Big Sandy 

 

 

Click the icon below for complete monitoring reports for this site (2001) 

 
Wetland Mitigation Site 

 

http://www.mdt.mt.gov/other/environmental/external/wetlands
http://www.mdt.mt.gov/other/environmental/external/wetlands
http://www.mdt.mt.gov/other/environmental/external/wetlands
http://www.mdt.mt.gov/publications/brochures/wetland_mitigation.shtml

