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MOISTURE SENSITIVE SOILS [203] (REVISED 9-11-14)
Description.  Subsurface investigation for this project indicates that subgrade and/or foundation soils located within the project limits are sensitive to changes in moisture content, and may cause construction difficulties.  Use construction methods and equipment appropriate for moisture-sensitive soils.
Construction.  Unless otherwise specified in the contract or by the Project Manager, limit the length of subgrade exposed to precipitation events to an amount that can be adequately sealed by the contractor within 30 minutes of the start of a precipitation event.
Many possibilities are available to facilitate construction and to achieve proper compaction of the subgrade or foundation soils in the project limits.  The Department does not direct the use of any of them.  However, in preparing bids, identify measures to address the identified conditions. Some possibilities to consider are: 
Sealing the surface of all exposed subgrade/foundation by rolling with a smooth drum roller whenever work at a particular location is interrupted for 6 or more hours and at the end of each work day;
Grading and sloping the surface of all exposed subgrade/foundation to facilitate unimpeded surface drainage away from the work area; and/or,
Allowing soils to adequately dry (including after precipitation events) before attempting any type of construction work on the subgrade/foundation soils.
Method of Measurement and Basis of Payment. Include all costs for the method(s) chosen to effectively address construction on moisture sensitive soils in the bid item for unclassified excavation/borrow. No additional compensation will be allowed or given for claimed increased costs to address that portion of the work addressed by this provision.
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