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REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS 

TERRY-MILES CITY BRIDGES 
STPB 81020(7)3 
UPN 10663000 

 

I. NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS/CONSULTANTS 

The Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) is accepting Statement of Qualifications (SOQ) 
from entities (Firms) interested in providing design and construction services for the Design-Build 
Project identified above. Firms are encouraged to submit an electronic copy of their SOQ no later 
than 11:00 a.m., local time on November 4, 2026. Hard copies will not be accepted. 

Submit an SOQ by uploading the document to the State of Montana File Transfer Service site, 
which can be accessed at the following link: https://transfer.mt.gov. Firms must have a 
login.mt.gov account set up to upload their SOQ. Registration and file transfer instructions can be 
accessed at https://transfer.mt.gov/Home/Instructions. Electronic submittals must be one single 
PDF file. When the SOQ has been uploaded to the File Transfer Service website and the system 
prompts the user to enter a delivery email, complete the following steps to submit the SOQ to 
mdtalternativecontracting@mt.gov: Select the “Find a State Group” tab, type “MDT Alternative 
Contracting” in the search bar, click the “Search” button, click the “+MDT Alternative Contracting” 
button after the search has completed, click the “Send” button. 

Regardless of cause, late Proposals will not be accepted and will automatically be 
disqualified from further consideration. It shall be solely the Firm’s responsibility to ensure 
electronic delivery at the specified time. A Firm may request that the State delete late Proposals. 
If no request is made, late Proposals become the property of the Department. All retained SOQ 
and Technical Proposals become the property of the Department.  Public agencies in Montana 
are required by Montana law at Mont. Code Ann. Title 2, Chapter 6, Part 10, to permit the public 
to examine documents that are kept or maintained by public agencies. All Firms submitting SOQ 
and Technical Proposals waive any claim for trade secret protection in the event of an open 
records request from another party and acknowledge the submitted SOQ and Technical 
Proposals are not subject to redaction by a Firm based on trade secret protection. 

The costs for developing and delivering responses to this solicitation are entirely the responsibility 
of the Proposer. The State is not liable for any expense incurred by the Proposer in the preparation 
and presentation of this submittal. 

Firms desiring to qualify and propose on this Design-Build Project as a joint venture must declare 
their intention in a Letter of Commitment, included in the SOQ. Short-listed Firms must include an 
executed “Declaration of Joint Venture and Power of Attorney” affidavit with their Proposal. Firms 
desiring to qualify and propose on this Design-Build Project are not required to form a Joint 
Venture. 

The Project is designated as a Weighted Criteria Design-Build Best-Value Contract. MDT will 
evaluate the relative ability of each Firm to perform the required services based on the SOQ 
requirements.  The three highest scoring responsive Firms (or all responsive Firms, if three or 

mailto:mdtalternativecontracting@mt.gov
https://transfer.mt.gov/Home/Instructions
https://login.mt.gov
https://transfer.mt.gov
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less Firms submit an SOQ), will be selected for a short-list from the responses received. Results 
of the short-listing process will be posted on the MDT website at: 

http://www.mdt.mt.gov/business/contracting/qacurrent.shtml  

Short-listed Firms will be issued a Request for Proposal (RFP) containing a Design and 
Construction Criteria Package (DCCP). The Firms will be requested to provide a Technical 
Proposal and Bid Price Proposal for the Project. The total Technical Proposal Score prepared by 
a Technical Review Committee, and the Bid Price Proposal Amount will be used to determine the 
Best-Value Proposal. 

II. TECHNICAL QUESTIONS 

Commencing with the formal advertisement of this Request for Qualifications, and through 
Contract award to the Best-Value Design-Build Firm, contact between the Firms and the 
Department will only be through the following methods: 

1. The Pre-Proposal Meeting. 
2. The Department's Question and Answer Forum (linked below). 

Any contact outside of these methods determined to be improper, at the sole discretion of the 
Department, could result in the disqualification of the Firm. 

Questions are to be posted on MDT’s Question and Answer (Q&A) Forum found at: 
http://www.mdt.mt.gov/business/contracting/qacurrent.shtml. MDT will provide answers to the 
posted questions on the same Q&A Forum.  The Q&A Forum will close seven calendar days prior 
to the Technical Proposal due date.  The Q&A Forum will not reopen for questions after the 
Technical Proposal due date.  Submit any Bid Price Proposal questions ahead of the Q&A Forum 
closure date. 

Questions related to the RFQ or Firm’s SOQ must be posted on the Q&A Forum at least 48 hours 
before the SOQ is due to MDT. MDT will make every effort to post the answer within 48 hours 
after the question is posted.  

III. PROJECT DESCRIPTION  

Project Name: TERRY-MILES CITY BRIDGES 
Project No.: STPB 81020(7)3 
Control No.: UPN 10663000 
 
The scope of work for this Design-Build Contract includes services required to design and 
reconstruct three (3) existing bridges along Old Highway 10 between Terry and Miles City, 
Montana.  The Project involves replacing the aging and deteriorating bridges with new structures 
and will reconstruct the adjacent roadways as necessary.  

The structures shown in Table 1 and Figure 1 below are included in the scope of this Project. 

 
Table 1: Structure Information 

Structure ID 
Bridge 

# 

 
 

RP 
Feature Intersection 

Existing 
Structure 

Length 

 
Existing 

Structure 
Width 

L09004004+06001 02569 4.22 Miles Creek 58.5 ft, 3-span 32.0 ft 
L09004006+07001 02570 6.30 Macks Creek 39.5 ft, 2-span 32.0 ft 
L40004000+01001 04073 7.08 Williams Coulee 77.5 ft, 4-span 32.4 ft 

http://www.mdt.mt.gov/business/contracting/qacurrent.shtml
http://www.mdt.mt.gov/business/contracting/qacurrent.shtml


3 

 
 

Figure 1: Structure Locations 

 
 

IV. PHASE 1 DOCUMENTS 

MDT contracted with TD&H Engineering to complete Phase 1 Documents for this Project.  The 
following Consultant and Subconsultants performed Phase 1 services for this Project and are 
therefore precluded from pursuing this Design-Build Contract: TD&H Engineering and 
Ethnoscience. 

All Phase 1 Documents will be provided to the short-listed Firms as an attachment to the RFP.  
The Phase 1 Documents have been prepared to outline the Project’s scope, standards, and 
requirements.  Certain Phase 1 Documents are Bridging Documents and others will be provided 
for informational purposes only.  A table will be provided as an attachment to the RFP that defines 
which Phase 1 Documents are Bridging Documents and which Phase 1 Documents are provided 
for informational purposes only. No additional compensation will be paid or other special 
dispensation given in the event of any inaccuracies or inadequacies in the documents provided 
for informational purposes only. 

Use the Phase 1 Bridging Documents (Bridging Documents) as the basis for developing the 
Technical Proposal and Bid Price Proposal, post award deliverables, design, and construction 
plans.   

The Firm will be expected to: 

A. Thoroughly review and understand all Bridging Documents. 

B. Ensure that the final design and construction work comply with the requirements and 
standards outlined in the Bridging Documents. 

C. Address any ambiguities, errors, or conflicts within the Bridging Documents by submitting 
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questions through MDT’s Q&A Forum. 

Any bid items and quantities within the Phase 1 Documents are provided for informational 
purposes only.  Firms must develop their own final bid items and quantities based on their final 
design. 

Preliminary Design consists of Preliminary Plans and associated Computer Aided Design (CAD) 
files provided with the Phase 1 Documents and are not complete or ready for construction.  Use 
the Preliminary Plans as a basis for developing final design. 

V. SCOPE OF WORK 

The following preliminary Design and Construction Criteria Package is provided for information 
only and is not a required component of the SOQ submittal.  The scope of work for this Project is 
subject to change based on the requirements of the RFP and the Firm’s assessment of the 
necessary improvements. 
 

A. Specifications 
This Project will utilize MDT’s new Division 150 of the Standard Specifications.  Division 
150 sections of the Standard Specifications only apply to Design-Build Contracts. These 
sections are intended to correlate directly to Division 100 sections of the Standard 
Specifications and refer to, rescind, replace and/or add to Division 100 sections as 
applicable to Design-Build Contracts. 

 

B. Project Submittals 
Provide design and construction submittals in accordance with Division 150 of the 
Standard Specifications. 
 

C. Special Provisions 
1. Use all necessary Special Provisions as determined by the nature of the Project.  

Ensure additional technical and project-specific Special Provisions submitted with the 
90%, 100%, and Release For Construction (RFC) Design submittals do not conflict 
with the intent of the Specifications unless otherwise approved by MDT.  The current 
list of Special Provisions can be found at: 
https://www.mdt.mt.gov/business/contracting/special-provisions.aspx 

2. The RFP will provide a minimum list of Special Provisions that apply to this Project. 

3. Revise all Special Provisions to be included in Design milestone submittals to align 
with Design-Build Contracting. For example, the template MPDES Special Provision 
states “If the bid package contains blank erosion control plans, a construction storm 
water discharge permit authorization will be required.”  Further, the MPDES Special 
Provision states “For project including the Best Management Practice (BMP)-
Administration item, include the cost of all erosion control, devices, and inspections in 
the BMP-Administration bid item.”  These examples do not apply to Design-Build 
Contracting and need to be revised or removed by the Firm in the Design milestone 
submittals to align with Design-Build Contracting. 

4. Include all costs of work required by these Special Provisions in the Lump Sum Bid 
Price Proposal. 

 

D. Meetings 
1. Facilitate a Team Integration Meeting shortly after award of the Project, which is 

intended to discuss Project goals, allow MDT opportunity for design input after 

https://www.mdt.mt.gov/business/contracting/special-provisions.aspx
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reviewing the Firm’s Proposal, discuss Project schedule and risks, and discuss other 
items as determined by the Firm. The meeting will be held in person and/or virtually. 
All key personnel of the successful Firm are required to attend the meeting; other team 
members may be included at the Firm’s discretion. The length of the meeting and 
agenda will be determined by the Firm.  This meeting is also intended to address the 
Kickoff Meeting topics outlined for Partnering Program – Level 1 projects. 

2. Hold periodic meetings with MDT personnel and other agencies as required for 
resolution of design and/or construction issues during the preconstruction phase, 
which may include: 

a. Project Schedule and Progress 
b. Resource agency coordination 
c. Coordination with local agencies 
d. Technical issue resolution 

3. Plan regularly scheduled coordination meetings, review meetings for milestone 
deliverables, and any other meetings deemed necessary for completion of the Project. 

4. During construction, meet with the MDT Project Manager on a weekly basis and 
provide a one-week forecast for activities to be performed during the coming week. 

 

E. Bridge and Road Sections 
1. Design and reconstruct structures 02569, 02570, and 04073 with new bridges or 

culverts. 

2. Remove the existing bridges, including all piers, foundations, and associated structural 
components, in accordance with the Specifications. 

a. Prior to demolition of structures, a notification form is required to be submitted 
to the Montana DEQ Asbestos Control Program.  The demolition notification 
form is available on the program’s website at 
https://app.mt.gov/AsbestosPermits.  The completed permit must be submitted 
to Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) and the MDT Project Manager 
at least 30 days prior to commencement of any bridge demolition activities. 

3. Design all bridge structures in accordance with the Montana Structures Manual and 
the current American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials 
(AASHTO) Load and Resistance Factor Design (LRFD) Bridge Design Specifications. 

4. Design all bridges and culverts to address site‑specific hydraulic, geotechnical, 
geometric, and environmental considerations.   

5. Design roadway reconstruction segments in accordance with the MDT Road Design 
Manual and the Baseline Engineering Criteria Practitioner’s Guide. Roadway 
reconstruction limits should be minimized whenever practicable. 

6. Provide roadway geometric design that meets a design speed of 50 mph. 

7. Provide two 12-foot-wide travel lanes and shoulders at least equal to existing widths 
at each site.  Where installation of guardrails is required, maintain a minimum 30-foot 
face-to-face distance between guardrails to accommodate agricultural equipment. 

8. Profile raises may be incorporated where necessary to achieve efficient superstructure 
depth, accommodate low‑beam requirements, provide positive deck drainage, provide 
adequate cover over culverts, or correct sag vertical curves. Vertical grade increases 
should otherwise be minimized. 

https://app.mt.gov/AsbestosPermits
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9. Install MASH compliant bridge rail system on all newly constructed bridges. Install 
Bridge Approach Sections at all bridge ends and guardrail in accordance with the MDT 
Road Design Manual.  

10. The Firm shall incorporate appropriate features and mechanisms to address durability, 
fit‑up, and long‑term performance challenges associated with jointed, prestressed, 
precast deck sections. Any features or systems incorporated into the project will 
acknowledge and address Section 13.3.2.6 of the Montana Structures Manual. 

11. Salvage existing timber girders and decking (salvaged materials) and neatly stockpile 
salvaged materials for Prairie County to haul.  

a. Provide ten working days’ advance notice to Prairie County’s Road Foreman 
before bridge demolition of each structure.  Notify the Road Foremen when 
stockpiled materials are ready for pickup.  Load salvaged materials onto Prairie 
County’s transport.   

b. Dispose of material that is obviously not reusable. 

c. Dispose of any salvaged material that remains eight weeks after the Prairie 
County Road Foreman has been contacted.   

12. Dispose of all materials generated by the Project that will not be salvaged, in 
accordance with applicable laws. 

13. Provide seeding and fertilizer in accordance with Design Manuals, Guidelines, and 
Memoranda. The MDT Reclamation Specialist will provide a seed mix design(s) for 
the Project at 90% Design milestone reviews. 

14. Cut and fill slopes may be steepened behind guardrail in areas where guardrail is 
already warranted to lessen the Right-of-Way needs for the project. 

15. Salvage existing topsoil and import topsoil as required by Design Manuals, Guidelines, 
and Memoranda. 

 

F. Abutment Slopes 
1. Remove and properly dispose of all existing slope protection measures that conflict 

with the proposed abutment slopes. 

2. Install new scour countermeasures as required by the hydraulic analysis and in 
accordance with the MDT Hydraulics Manual Section 17.6.8.   

3. Hydraulically narrow bridge openings, as defined in the SHARES report, will require 
riprap abutment protection to span across the active channel. 

4. Provide abutment slopes that meet the slope stability requirements of the MDT 
Geotechnical Manual. 

5. Where possible, avoid placing new scour countermeasures between the Ordinary 
High-Water Marks (OHWM), where defined.  Buried scour countermeasures may be 
placed between the OHWM delineation; however, the placement between the OHWM 
delineation must be justified in the Structure Hydraulic Analysis Report Executive 
Summary (SHARES) Report that will be provided to the Resource Agencies during the 
permanent facilities permitting process.  Early coordination with Montana Fish Wildlife 
and Parks (FWP) shortly after Contract award is encouraged when placing buried 
scour countermeasures between the OHWM delineation. 
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6. Locate abutment riprap key face to ensure the key is not undermined by the pier scour 
cone during the Scour Design Event. Abutment riprap keys impacted by the pier scour 
cone will need to be extended to encompass the scour cone extents. 

7. 1.5H:1V riprap slopes are acceptable on the northwest side of the corridor (closest to 
the railroad tracks) with supporting geotechnical investigation and analysis.  
 

G. Hydraulics 
1. The preliminary hydraulic analysis for each existing bridge has been completed using 

new hydraulic reporting forms as part of the Phase 1 Documents development.  The 
new hydraulic reporting forms include the following: What Hydraulic Evaluations 
Needed (WHEN) Screening Flowchart, Site Analysis Guidance (SAG), and Structure 
Hydraulic Analysis Report Executive Summary (SHARES).   

a. The WHEN and SAG documents are used to determine the required hydraulic 
and hydrologic analysis level for each site. 

b. The SHARES document is an abbreviated hydraulics report that provides an 
understanding of the site's hydraulic conditions, design controls, and presents 
one pre-proposed bridge or culvert alternative that meets the design criteria.   

c. The WHEN, SAG, and SHARES documents for each site will be provided with 
the Phase 1 Documents. 

2. The pre-proposed alternative facilitates the evaluation of the structure's sensitivity to 
hydraulic parameters and supports cost estimation. A preliminary layout of the pre-
proposed structure is attached to the SHARES reports, and the hydraulic model, 
hydrologic analysis, streambed material gradations, and results of corrosivity testing 
will be included in the appendix.  Final structure type, size, and location may differ from 
the pre-proposed alternative but must still meet all design and construction 
requirements for the Project, including site specific criteria modified in the SHARES 
reports. 

3. Review the Phase 1 Documents, and conduct additional hydraulic analysis as needed 
to develop the final design based on the Project requirements. 

4. The hydraulics design must meet the requirements of the MDT Hydraulics Manual 
except as noted in the SHARES reports. 

5. For each existing bridge site, document the proposed hydraulic design in an updated 
SHARES report with updated hydraulic modeling, design calculations, and details. 
Additionally: 

a. For proposed bridges, include an updated riprap layout and finished grading 
plan that reflects the finalized roadway geometrics, scour analysis, riprap 
calculations, and deck drainage analysis. 

b. For proposed culverts, include an updated culvert profile that reflects the 
finalized roadway geometrics and culvert bedding, end treatment, and infill 
details. Also, include outlet protection or Aquatic Organism Passage (AOP) 
details if necessary.   

6. Provide signed and stamped SHARES reports and updated hydraulic models with all 
Design milestone submittals.  Design submittals accepted as final by MDT Hydraulics 
do not need to be resubmitted. 

7. Any bridge with proposed curbing must include embankment protectors in accordance 
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with Section 17.7.3.9 in the MDT Hydraulics Manual.  

8. Alternative culvert structure types were not investigated during the Phase 1 
Documents development but may be allowed with approval of the State Hydraulic 
Engineer.  

9. Corrosive soil testing was completed, and the results will be provided in the Phase 1 
Documents.  

10. Prepare a Hydraulic Data Summary for each site. 

11. Incorporate the following AOP designs and stream bank enhancements at the Williams 
Coulee (structure 04073) site:  

a. Design and construction criteria if a culvert is proposed: 

i. Set the pipe inverts to match the long channel profile slope from the 
bottom of the pool near the inlet of the railroad arched culverts to 
several hundred feet upstream of Old Highway 10.   

ii. Countersink the culvert barrel and infill with native streambed material.  
Design a low flow channel through the barrel which reasonably 
matches flow depths upstream and downstream of the proposed 
structure during the 2-year event.   

iii. Provide a sill wall at the outlet that retains the low flow channel 
elevation. 

b. Design and construction criteria if a bridge is proposed: 

i. Below the top of bank within the channel section, infill riprap voids and 
restore existing channel grade with salvaged streambed material. 

12. Provide Permanent Erosion and Sediment Control (PESC) features as determined 
necessary by the PESC Manual. 
 

H. Floodplain Permitting 
1. Existing structure 04073 is situated within a Federal Emergency Management Agency 

(FEMA) designated zone A floodplain as shown on Community Panel Number 

300164 0016 A in Prairie County. 

2. Prairie County is a National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) Non-Participating 

Community.  For this Project, a floodplain permit is required. 

3. Obtain a permanent floodplain permit as required by the Montana Department of 

Natural Resources and Conservation (DNRC). Work directly with the DNRC to apply 

for and obtain a floodplain permit.  Provide the hydraulic modeling, no-rise analysis, 

joint application, fees, and all other information necessary to obtain the floodplain 

permit. 

4. A 1D Hydrologic Engineering Center – River Analysis System (HEC-RAS) model may 

need to be developed for floodplain permitting by the Firm during final design which 

is informed by the 2D model used for the hydraulic design.  

5. A temporary floodplain permit may be necessary for construction. Obtain the permit 

from the DNRC before starting construction and renew if the permit expires before 

the Project is finished.   
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I. Geotechnical and Surfacing Design 
1. Geotechnical site characterization activities, design, and a preliminary Geotechnical 

Report will be provided with the Phase 1 Documents. 

2. Perform additional geotechnical site characterization required to support the Firm’s 
final design in accordance with the MDT Geotechnical Manual.  Meet the requirements 
of the MDT Geotechnical Manual when combining the geotechnical work performed 
when developing the Phase 1 Documents and the Firm’s additional site 
characterization activities.  Deviations of site characterization requirements as 
provided in the MDT Geotechnical Manual must be approved by the MDT 
Geotechnical and Pavement Bureau Chief or their designee. 

3. Upon completion of additional geotechnical site characterization, complete and submit 
a draft addendum to the Geotechnical Report with each 90% Design milestone 
submittal for review by MDT.  A signed and stamped Geotechnical Report Addendum 
must be submitted to MDT prior to issuance of RFC Plans. 

4. Design all bridge structures and culvert foundations in accordance with the Montana 
Geotechnical Manual and the current AASHTO LRFD Bridge Design Specifications. 

5. Provide surfacing design in accordance with MDT’s Pavement Design Manual and 
Geotechnical Manual.  

6. Provide a 30‑year pavement design for bridge approach roadways in accordance with 
the MDT Pavement Design Manual. 

7. Provide a full-width seal and cover. 
 

J. Signs and Pavement Markings 
1. Remove traffic control devices that are impacted by the Project and replace devices 

with signs compliant with the 11th Edition of the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control 
Devices (MUTCD), MDT Design Memos, and MDT Traffic Engineering Manual. 

2. Provide sign design calculations (per Specifications) for all new signs that will be 
placed on the Project that are not in the most recent version of the Standard Highway 
Signs book. 

3. Provide temporary and interim striping as required by the Firm’s construction 
sequencing, the MUTCD, and Specifications.  

4. Provide final pavement markings in accordance with MDT’s design manuals and 
memoranda. 
 

K. Surveying 
1. Control survey, engineering survey, and cadastral survey are complete and will be 

provided with the Phase 1 Documents. 

2. Perform any additional survey services in accordance with MDT’s Surveying Manual 
and comply with all pertinent Montana Statutes and applicable rules of Montana Board 
of Professional Engineers and Professional Land Surveyors. 

3. Provide construction staking and Right-of-Way staking as necessary to complete the 
Project. 

4. Reestablish any Public Land Survey System corners or references disturbed by 
construction activities in accordance with Montana law. 

5. Obtain all necessary permits from BNSF for any additional survey deemed necessary. 
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Refer to Part Q for more information. 

6. MDT will set Right-of-Way monuments after construction is complete. 
 

L. Construction Engineering and Temporary Facilities 
1. Provide construction surveying and construction engineering necessary to complete 

the Project. 

2. Provide all temporary facilities necessary to complete the Project. 

3. Provide all Working Drawings necessary to complete the Project.  
 

M. Work Zone Safety and Mobility/Traffic Control and Construction Sequencing 
1. Level 2 construction zone impacts are anticipated as defined in the Work Zone Safety 

and Mobility Goals and Objectives, Guidelines, Procedures, and Processes.  
Complete the Traffic Management Plan process in collaboration with MDT prior to 
submitting each 90% Design submittal. 

2. Submit with each 90% Design submittal, a Traffic Control Plan (TCP) in accordance 
with Standard Specifications.  Provide a Construction Staging Plan and a detailed 
Construction Sequencing Plan describing how construction will be sequenced to 
minimize disruption to public facility users through the work zone.  No construction is 
allowed until the TCP is approved by the MDT Project Manager. 

3. Provide route closures on Old Highway 10 between Diamond Ring Road and Powder 
River Road during construction and detour traffic to Interstate 94.   

a. Provide local access to all residences and Railroad facility approaches at all 
times. Multiple bridge construction sites cannot be closed to local access at the 
same time.   

b. Limit closure durations as much as practicable to facilitate construction of the 
Project. 

c. Provide advanced signage to notify travelers of route closures at least 4 weeks 
prior to closing the route.  Provide detour signage in accordance with Standard 
Specifications. 

d. Notify MDT’s Project Manager at least 8 weeks in advance of all closures. 
 

N. Environmental and Permitting 
1. The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Environmental Document (Categorical 

Exclusion) is complete and will be provided with the RFP. 

2. Wetland and Ordinary High Water Mark (OHWM) delineations and cultural resource 
investigations were completed to support development of the Categorical Exclusion.  
Available wetland boundaries, cultural resource information, and the Biological 
Resources Report will be included in the Phase 1 Documents.   

3. After Contract award, schedule a meeting with MDT Environmental Services Bureau 
staff to discuss Project impacts as they relate to the previously completed resource 
reports and NEPA document. 

4. MDT Environmental Services will complete all Environmental Document reevaluations 
necessary for the Project.  If a reevaluation is needed, notify the Alternative 
Contracting Project Manager immediately.  Allow MDT Environmental Services a 
minimum of 21 calendar days to draft and complete all reevaluations of the 
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Environmental Document. 

5. Comply with all applicable environmental laws including but not limited to the Clean 
Water Act (CWA), the Montana Stream Protection Act (SPA 124), the Endangered 
Species Act (ESA), the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act, the Migratory Bird 
Treaty Act (MBTA), and Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act.  The 
Firm is required to review and meet the requirements defined in Standard Specification 
208.03.4, regarding MBTA compliance for vegetation removal, trimming, and structure 
removal.  

6. Remove only the vegetation that directly conflicts with the Project’s construction to 
minimize the Project’s environmental effects.   

7. The permanent Project features and temporary construction features and activities are 
regulated by environmental laws that are administered by federal, state, and local 
agencies. Environmental permits may be required from one or more regulatory 
agencies for land alterations such as ground disturbance or impacts to wetlands or 
aquatic resources. The time required to obtain these permits can vary with the type of 
project, its potential impacts, and the requirements of a regulatory agency.  Research 
all permits necessary based on the nature of the Project and incorporate the findings 
into the Project’s schedule and Bid Price Proposal. 

8. Provide completed temporary and permanent facilities applications to MDT for all 
necessary environmental permits and authorizations.  Temporary facilities permit 
applications must be submitted as separate applications and will not be included as 
part of the permanent facilities permit applications.  Permanent facilities and temporary 
facilities applications must include all permanent and temporary facilities to construct 
the Project.   

9. Provide draft Clean Water Act (CWA) Section 404 and Stream Protection Act (SPA) 
124 permits to MDT.  Draft permit applications will be reviewed, approved, and 
submitted by MDT to the applicable Resource Agencies.  The CWA Section 404 and 
SPA 124 must be submitted individually on separate joint applications and tailored to 
the jurisdictional needs of each agency.  All other permit applications may be submitted 
directly to the applicable agencies by the Firm. 

10. Draft an Aquatic Resource Findings Report (AFR) in coordination with the MDT District 
Biologist prior to submitting the draft CWA Section 404 permit application to MDT.  The 
MDT District Biologist will provide a template for the AFR.  Set up a meeting with the 
MDT District Biologist before beginning drafting of the AFR.  The AFR must be 
reviewed and approved by MDT prior to MDT submitting the CWA Section 404 permit 
application. 

11. Plan and profile sheets and details showing impacts to the bed and bank for drainages 
requiring a SPA 124 permit, must be submitted to the MDT District Biologist prior to 
submitting 90% Design submittals.  MDT will provide the submittal to FWP for their 
review and comment.  FWP may return suggestions and guidance for MDT and the 
Firm to consider and respond to, if necessary, before finalizing the design.  FWP has 
30 calendar days to complete their review and to submit their comments to MDT.  MDT 
will then return comments to the Firm to be addressed in the 90% Design submittal 
and draft SPA 124 permit application. 

12. The 90% Design submittals must be submitted to the MDT District Biologist and the 
Environmental Project Engineer at least 90 calendar days in advance of any planned 
construction start date.  MDT will review these plans along with the permanent facilities 
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permit applications then MDT will submit to FWP and United States Army Corps of 
Engineers (USACE) to secure the final SPA 124 and CWA Section 404 authorizations 
for the Design submittal.  Allow a minimum of 30 calendar days for FWP to review and 
authorize the SPA 124 permanent facilities application.  Allow a minimum of 60 
calendar days for USACE to review and authorize the CWA Section 404 Permanent 
Facilities application.   

13. Once the SPA 124 and CWA Section 404 permit authorizations are obtained, MDT will 
complete the associated Special Provisions and provide the Special Provisions to the 
Firm to be incorporated as RFC Special Provisions in the RFC Design Submittal. 

14. Obtain all temporary facilities permit authorizations required by FWP and USACE to 
construct the Project.  Allow a minimum of 30 calendar days for FWP to review and 
authorize the SPA 124 temporary facilities application.  Coordinate with the MDT 
District Environmental Engineering Specialist to apply for temporary facilities permits.  

15. Review available environmental resource information and perform additional field 
investigation and analysis as dictated by the Project needs.  

16. Provide erosion control required for the Project in accordance with Standard 
Specifications. 

17. Asbestos inspections are completed and provided within the Phase 1 Documents.  The 
Firm is required to complete additional asbestos inspection if demolition occurs 3 years 
after the original asbestos inspections were completed.  DEQ notification is required 
prior to demolition work of each structure to verify they have been inspected. 

18. Existing structure 02569 contains lead-based paint.  Follow all applicable laws 
concerning lead-based paint exposure, removal, containment, and disposal.  Develop 
a Special Provision to ensure that lead-based paint does not enter the environment 
during demolition.  The Special Provision should include compliance with Occupational 
Health and Safety Administration (OSHA) lead standards of Title 29, CFR 1926.62 as 
they apply to the method used for paint removal, containerization, and handling.   

19. Provide an Environmental Compliance Status Statement confirming that the project 
remains consistent with the applicable NEPA documentation and that all required 
environmental permits and approvals have been obtained. Submit an Environmental 
Compliance Status Statement with all RFC Design submittals. 
 

O. Materials 
1. Use standard materials, material specifications, and acceptance methods per 

Specifications and the Montana Materials Manual.  

2. Submit an itemized Project-specific list of materials and quantities to be used on the 
Project following the MT-601 format with each Design milestone submittal.  An updated 
version of the materials list is required to be submitted monthly throughout 
construction.  A template materials list is provided on MDT’s website at 
https://www.mdt.mt.gov/business/contracting/design-build-RFP-attachments.aspx.  
Failure to include a monthly materials list could result in payment withholdings in 
accordance with Standard Specification 155.09. 

3. Comply with Standard Specification 106.09 Domestic Materials, 23 CFR Section 
635.410 and the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act.  The Manufactured Products 
Final Rule will apply.  Information on the Final Rule can be found here: Manufactured 
Products Final Rule 

https://www.mdt.mt.gov/business/contracting/design-build-RFP-attachments.aspx
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4. Provide electronic ticketing (E-Ticket) for material delivery of plant mix surfacing to the 
Project in accordance with the Special Provision 401-2. 

5. For the purpose of establishing material incentives and deducts for this Project, unit 
prices published in the “Weighted Average Prices Catalog” dated 1/02/2026 will be 
used for evaluation of the QA program.  

 

P. Right of Way 
1. Design and construct all permanent features within the existing Right-of-Way 

easement to the maximum extent possible.  Avoid placing permanent facilities outside 
of existing Right-of-Way easement on the northwest side of the corridor. 

2. If the Firm’s proposed design of permanent features or temporary impacts at any site 
extends beyond existing Right-of-Way easement: 

a. Submit a statement in the Firm’s Technical Proposal in accordance with 23 CFR 
710.309(d).   

b. Acquire new Right-of-Way and construction permit areas in accordance with the 
MDT Right-of-Way Manuals, 49 CFR “Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real 
Property Acquisition Regulations for Federally Assisted Programs”, and any other 
federal, state, and local, rules, regulations, and laws. 

c. Prepare all right-of-way plans and right-of-way plan blue sheets and deeds and/or 
easements and exhibits for review and approval by the MDT Right of Way Lands 
Section. 

d. Complete all the necessary Right-of-Way activities to account for the Right-of-Way 
impacts, including but not limited to any additional environmental and cultural 
review required by MDT.   

e. MDT will provide appraisal review services and the establishment of just 
compensation. 

f. MDT Right of Way District Supervisor will provide final review of the Right-of-Way 
parcel packages for compliance and transmittal for payment. 

g. MDT will pay for the Right-of-Way compensation costs. 

3. Obtain a Temporary Occupancy Permit from the Railroad in accordance with Railroad 
section below for planned temporary impacts on the northwest side of the existing 
alignment. 

4. Provide in-kind replacement of all fencing and gates impacted by Project activities. 

5. Fencing or any other apparatus shall not be affixed to any part of the bridge or culvert 
that would span and obstruct the hydraulic opening in any way. 

6. Coordinate any approach modifications with adjacent landowners for impacted 
driveways.  Agreements will be required if approach modifications occur. 

7. Provide a Right-of-Way Verification Statement that confirms the Firm’s design and 
proposed construction activities are within the Project Right-of-Way and that all right 
of way (TCP) is in possession.   A Right-of-Way Verification Statement must be 
submitted with all RFC Design Submittals. 
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Q. Railroad 
1. All of MDT’s existing facilities through the project limits are located within an easement 

on Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) railroad property. 

2. Obtain temporary occupancy permit(s) for all Preliminary Engineering, Right-of-Way, 
Utility Relocation, and Construction field activities from BNSF/Jones Lang Lasalle 
(JLL).  Railroad protective liability insurance will be required for all field activities.  An 
eRailSafe background check will be required for all personnel on site as part of the 
Temporary Occupancy Permit authorization process.  

3. Obtain all permits required by the Railroad to complete the work required by this 
Contract.  

4. Design Requirements: 

a. Submit a preliminary design to MDT prior to the 90% Design submittal to allow for 
BNSF’s review of the plans.  Allow 30 calendar days for BNSF’s review.   

5. Construction Requirements: 

a. Obtain a temporary occupancy permit from the railroad for all construction field 
activities. 

b. Construct a physical barrier no less than 75’ from the centerline of the railroad 
tracks to separate the work area from the railroad.  Remove the physical barrier 
when all construction activities are complete at each site. 

6. Railroad flagging and track protection, inspection, construction monitoring, work 
windows, and operational restrictions shall be coordinated with and determined by 
BNSF. The Design-Builder shall plan and execute the work to minimize impacts to 
railroad operations. Camera monitoring provisions may be incorporated during the 
construction phase when determined appropriate by BNSF. The Firm will be 
reimbursed for costs associated with this provision in accordance with Standard 
Special Provision 107-13.   

7. Minimize the needs for railroad flagging.   

8. A Construction and Maintenance Agreement with BNSF is not anticipated to be 
needed based on the current design and scope of work for the Project. 

9. Provide a Utility and Railroad Verification Statement with each RFC Design submittal.  
This Statement must confirm that the Firm has fully investigated, identified, and 
accounted for all railroad impacts associated with the proposed design and 
construction activities. 

 

R. Utilities 
1. A Subsurface Utility Engineering (SUE) Phase 1 Survey has been completed and is 

included in the Phase 1 Documents.  Provide any supplemental utility data necessary 
to complete design and construction. 

2. A pair of Century Link copper lines are delineated as fiber optic lines on the plans and 
have been abandoned.  The copper lines are attached to all bridges and will be 
impacted by construction operations.  Notify Century Link before impacts to the 
abandoned lines.  

3. If utility conflicts are unavoidable, provide a Utility Coordinator who is responsible for 
all utility and MDT coordination and other duties necessary to coordinate all relocations 
and/or protection of utilities in accordance with the MDT Utility Manual.   
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4. Do not include the cost of relocation in the Bid Price Proposal.  Utility relocations 
requiring MDT payment (either in full or cost share with the utility owner) will be paid 
by MDT at the invoice price from the utility owner.  Utility relocations will be paid in 
accordance with State and Federal Regulations. 

5. Work with both MDT and the utility owner to ensure the utility permit is obtained prior 
to relocation.  Montana law and the MDT Utility manual set forth the requirements for 
obtaining utility permits.  

6. Do not plan for the relocation of utilities unless they are in conflict. A utility may be 
deemed in conflict if directly impacted or if substandard depths or substandard 
clearances are caused or made worse with the Project.  Consult the MDT Utility 
Manual for depth and clearance requirements. 

7. Provide a Utility and Railroad Verification Statement with each RFC Design submittal.  
This Statement must confirm that the Firm has investigated, identified, and accounted 
for all utility impacts associated with the proposed design and construction activities.  
If any utility relocations are required, provide written verification that utility relocation 
Agreements have been executed with all affected utility owners. 
 

S. Coordination 
1. Coordinate with other projects under development or construction in the area.  

 

T. Public Involvement 
1. MDT will complete Public Involvement (PI) for this Project.  Provide support to MDT’s 

PI specialist through Project completion. 

2. Provide review and concurrence or comments on all PI materials produced by MDT 
prior to public distribution. 

 

U. Partnering 
Provide Level 1 Facilitated Partnering in accordance with Standard Specification 105.05.1. 
 

V. Escrow of Bid Documents 
Escrow bid documents in accordance with Standard Specification 103.09. 
 

W. DBE and SBE Requirements 
1. Achieve at least 0.0% SBE participation for this Contract. 

2. Achieve at least 0.0% DBE participation for this Contract. 
 

X. General 
1. The use of drones assembled or manufactured as a covered foreign entity, defined by 

the American Security Drone Act of 2023, is prohibited on this federally funded Project. 

 
VI. SOQ REQUIREMENTS 

A. General 

1. For consideration of this Project, submit an SOQ electronically subject to the following 
criteria: 

a. The SOQ is limited to ten (10) 8.5”x11” pages, herein referred to as the total page 
limit. One 11”x17” sheet is allowed for the organizational chart and counts toward 
the total page limit. 
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b. Each page that contains text, graphs, drawings, or other illustrations is considered 
in the total page limit. 

c. The transmittal letter, proof of insurance, front cover, back cover, table of contents, 
and blank section dividers are not included in the total page limit. 

d. All written content must be formatted for standard printing parameters. 

e. All narrative text and response specific content shall be presented in a font size no 
smaller than 10-point.  All non-contextual text contained within graphics, images, 
or visual elements shall be rendered with sufficient clarity to ensure legibility when 
printed to paper. 

f. Only one SOQ per Firm is acceptable. Receipt of multiple SOQ from one Firm will 
be grounds for disqualification. 

g. The prime contractor, design professional, subsidiaries associated with the prime 
contractor and/or design professional, and key personnel (including the individual’s 
employer) are exclusive to the Firm and cannot team with another Firm to submit 
more than one SOQ per Project. The contractor, design professional, and key 
personnel assigned in the Design-Build Firm’s SOQ cannot change after 
submitting SOQ, without prior written approval from MDT.  

 

B. Evaluation Criteria 
The SOQ will be evaluated by the Technical Review Committee (TRC) in accordance with 
the Scoring Guide found in Attachment A. The SOQ must, at a minimum, respond to the 
following criteria: 

1. Transmittal Letter 

a. Provide an SOQ transmittal letter that identifies the legal entity (business structure) 
authorized to render the Design-Build services and provide a Letter of Commitment 
executed by each principal company of the Firm.  

2. Proof of Insurance 

a. Provide evidence in the SOQ of the ability to obtain Professional Liability Insurance 
with combined single limits of $1,000,000.00 for each wrongful act and $2,000,000 
annual aggregate to cover such claims as may be caused by any act, omission, 
negligence of the Firm.  Evidence will be in the form of a letter from an insurer, or 
a Montana Resident Agent for an insurer, indicating the ability to provide such 
insurance. The insurer must be licensed to do business in the State of Montana. 
Project specific insurance is insurance covering only this Project.    

3. Evaluation Criteria #1 – Staffing Plan (600-points maximum) 

a. Provide a logical organizational chart that includes participating companies, key 
personnel, and critical support staff identified below. Provide other discipline 
support staff as deemed necessary by the Firm and Project needs. 

1) Key personnel:  

Project Manager 
Construction Manager 
Design Manager  

2) Critical Support Staff:  

Structural Engineer 
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Lead Civil Engineer 
Geotechnical/Pavement Engineer 
Hydraulic Engineer 
Environmental Manager 
Quality Control Manager 
Railroad Coordinator 
Right-of-Way Manager 

b. Provide a summary of the qualifications and anticipated Project duties of the key 
personnel and critical support staff assigned by the Firm. This summary should 
focus on the scope of work items for this Project. 

c. Resumes will not be accepted with the SOQ submittal.          

4. Evaluation Criteria #2 – Project Experience (400-points maximum) 

a. Provide a list of active and/or recently completed Design-Build projects or projects 
similar to this Project, including: 

1) Start, completion, and/or anticipated completion dates. 
2) Name and contact information of the project owner representative. 
3) Names of Firm member(s) that performed engineering design and/or 

construction services. 

b. Experience may be drawn from projects contracted by MDT, other DOTs, private 
industry, or local governments.  

 

VII. GENERAL PROVISIONS 
A. The following criteria are provided for informational purposes, and will apply to the short-

listed Design-Build Firms: 

1. Following the receipt of Firms’ Technical Proposals, the MDT Technical Review 
Committee will evaluate the Technical Proposals and provide the Technical Proposal 
scores to the Selection Committee for review and approval. The Selection Committee 
approval process will be completed and documented prior to opening the Bid Price 
Proposals. To determine the Best-Value Proposal, the Technical Proposal score will 
represent 60% of the maximum score available and the Bid Price Proposal will 
represent 40% of the maximum score available in a Weighted Criteria Design-Build 
Best Value calculation. SOQ scores do not carry forward in the Best Value Calculation. 
The calculation to determine the Best-Value Proposal is provided in 153.01 of the 
Standard Specifications.  The Firm with the highest total points is considered the Best-
Value. 

2. MDT will consider the following factors in determining whether a Firm's Proposal, 
consisting of the Technical Proposal and the Bid Price Proposal, is non-responsive, 
and will be rejected: 

a. If the Technical Proposal scores less than 60% of the available points, it will be 
considered non-responsive. 

b. If the Technical Proposal departs from the scope of work, it will be considered non-
responsive. 

3. The Firm may be allowed to subcontract any part of the work, but members of the Firm 
identified in the Statement of Qualifications and Technical Proposal must perform at 
least 40% of the total Contract cost. 
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B. Estimated Project Cost: $5 Million to $10 Million 
 

C. Stipend: $70,000 
Only unsuccessful, responsive short-listed Firms will receive the stipend, which is partial 
compensation for the cost to prepare a Proposal. The successful Firm will not receive a 
stipend payment. 
 

D. Insurance Requirements 
1. The following insurances and limit requirements will be provided in the RFP: 

1) Professional Liability Insurance 

2) General Liability and Owner’s and Contractor’s Protective (OCP) 
Requirements 

3) Business Automobile Liability Insurance 

4) Workers Compensation and Employer’s Liability Insurance 

5) Railroad Protective Liability Insurance 
 

E. Bonding Requirements 
1. Submit a Proposal guaranty with the Bid Price Proposal in accordance with Standard 

Specification 152.09.   

2. Furnish an executed Contract bond or bonds in accordance with Standard 
Specification 153.06.   

3. Utilize the Project Bond form and Proposal Bond form found at 
https://www.mdt.mt.gov/business/contracting/design-build-RFP-attachments.aspx. 

 

F. Tentative Schedule of Events 
The following is the anticipated schedule for the advertisement and award of the Project: 

DATE EVENT 

October 7, 2026 RFQ Advertisement Date 

November 4, 2026 SOQ Due Date – 11:00 AM local time 

December 2, 2026 Short-list posted on Q&A Forum 

December 9, 2026 RFP Issue Date 

December 16, 2026 Pre-Proposal Meeting – 1:00 PM local time 

February 17, 2027 Q&A Forum Closes – 5:00 PM local time 

February 24, 2027 Technical Proposal Due Date – 11:00 AM local time 

March 17, 2027 Bid Price Proposal Due Date – 11:00 AM local time 

March 30, 2027 Award Date 

April 13, 2027 Notice to Proceed (Approximate) 

 

G. Lump Sum and Fixed Completion Date Contract 
1. This Contract is a Lump Sum and Fixed Completion Date Contract. The Firm’s 

submitted Bid Price Proposal is to be a Lump Sum amount for completing the scope 

https://www.mdt.mt.gov/business/contracting/design-build-RFP-attachments.aspx
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of work as defined by the Contract within the timeframe established as the Fixed 
Completion Date. 

2. A draft Design-Build Contract can be found at the following website: 
https://www.mdt.mt.gov/business/contracting/design-build-RFP-attachments.aspx. 

 

H. Contract Time  
The Contract Time and Fixed Completion Date will be established by the Design-Build 
Firm in the Technical Proposal. The Fixed Completion Date established by the Firm must 
not extend past November 15, 2028.  

 
I. Contractor Registration 

Montana law requires all contractors to register with the Montana Department of Labor. 
On Federal Aid projects, contractors must register prior to executing a contract. On State-
funded projects, contractors must be registered prior to submitting a Proposal. For 
information regarding this requirement, contact the Department of Labor & Industry at 406-
444-2840 or TDD 406-444-0532. 

 
J. Jurisdiction 

This Project is under the jurisdiction of the Glendive District Administrator. 
 

Attachments: 
A. SOQ/Technical Proposal Scoring Guide  
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