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Comment Comment Response
Received
February 21, | ----- Original Message----- Thank you for your comments.
2011 From: Mark Slifka [mailto:slifkam@ohsu.edu]
Sent: Monday, February 21, 2011 7:16 PM The central corridor area is one of two
To: .Key, Jeffrey . . potential corridor areas recommended to be
Subject: Proposal for new bridge in Toston carried forward for further analysis if funding
Dear Jeff key, becomes available and a project develops.
I used to live in Toston and I am writing this message in support for
the The installation of a flashing light at the
new bridge in Toston using the Central Route. In addition, I support | intersection of US 287 and S 285 has been
the added to the report and is included in project
development of a left turn lane and flashing light at the bunkhouse recommendation “ST-5: US 287 and S 285
bar. I Intersection Reconfiguration”.
think that these changes will provide a substantial degree of added
safety A southbound left-turn lane on US 287 near
ar.1d I appreciate and support this work. the Bunkhouse bar is desirable and would be
Sincerely yours, incorporated into the long-term bridge
Mark
replacement for the structure over the
Missouri River. However there is not enough
length between the southerly bridge end and S
285 to fully develop the turn lane in
accordance with MDT design criteria in the
short-term.
February 21, From: 4baramt@gmail.com [mailto:4baramt@gmail.com] Thank you for your comments.
2011 Sent: Monday, February 21, 2011 10:05 AM

To: Key, Jeffrey
Subject: toston planning study

If the east corridor is chosen, utilize the existing canal r/w where possible to
minimize costs and impact. Leave the old fill and bridges in place for future use if a
four lane becomes necessary. thanks for listening, Herb Argabright 803 River Rd.
Toston

The eastern corridor area is one of two
potential corridor areas recommended to be
carried forward for further analysis if funding
becomes available and a project develops. The
roadway centerline and associated features
would be developed at that time.
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February20, | ----- Original Message----- Thank you for your comments.
2011 From: Dennis Williams [mailto:lazy3@ixi.net]

Sent: Sunday, February 20, 2011 2:49 PM
To: Key, Jeffrey
Subject: Toston Missouri River Corridor Planning Study

In studying the Toston Missouri Corridor I think the eastern route around
Toston has one advantage that has not been addressed.

Broadwater county has a distinct lack of accessible railroad frontage.

Townsend frontage is crowded and more valuable as commercial property.

Traffic makes access to the railroad sidings dangerous and inconvenient
for any type of use. This is a big negative factor for any large scale

industry coming to the area.

With the new corridor bypassing around Toston, (and leaving the old bridge
intact) there will be about 2 miles of double and triple track frontage
available. It will have easy access to the old highway and numerous
approaches could be installed. This is an ideal place for an intermodal
container loading site, as is being built on the BN highline track.
Containers are the preferred transport method for pulse crops (peas,
lentils, beans, etc.)that would be grown in southwest Montana if there was
transportation available. Many other industries will use the sidings as
well.

There is already land available south of the old bridge that will be
suitable for commercial and industrial development if easy, safe access is
assured.

Also, the eastern bypass will leave the DFWP Fishing access untouched with
room to expand if needed, the Radersburg (Hwy 285) turnoff will not change
and traffic control during construction will be far easier.

Added tax revenue from expanding businesses will make the eastern bypass
even more cost effective.

Thank you.

Dennis Williams

306 Lone Mountain Road
Toston, MT 59643
406-266-3508

The eastern corridor area is one of two
potential corridor areas recommended to be
carried forward for further analysis if funding
becomes available and a project develops.
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Received

February 19, Thank you for your comments.
2011

Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
Planning Study — Public Meeting No. 3

February 10, 2011

Comment Sheet

Public comments are an important component to this study! You ate invited to give us
yout comments, concerns and/or suggestions by email and/or in writing on the attached
form. 'The filled out form may be left at this meeting ot mailed to the address below,
Additionally, you may email your comments to CDM’s project managert, Jeff Key, at
keyjafwedm.com. All comments must be received no later than 5:00 p.m. on Monday,
February 21, 2011,

CDM
c/o Jeff Key, PE.
50 West 14th Street, Suite 200
Helena, MT 59601

I have the following comments on the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning
Study:
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Address: ) may ot (PO.EBoy 15) Toston Missouri River

Name: IIJM(% | J!?’i'-a' P i”(,i el
“oston, nd, DA 3 Corridor Planning Study

Email: _\E" N

The central corridor area is one of two
potential corridor areas recommended to be
carried forward for further analysis if funding
becomes available and a project develops.

The installation of a flashing light at the
intersection of US 287 and S 285 has been
added to the report and is included in project
recommendation “ST-5: US 287 and S 285
Intersection Reconfiguration”.

A southbound left-turn lane on US 287 near
the Bunkhouse bar is desirable and would be
incorporated into the long-term bridge
replacement for the structure over the
Missouri River. However there is not enough
length between the southerly bridge end and S
285 to fully develop the turn lane in
accordance with MDT design criteria in the
short-term.
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Public comments are an important component to this study! You are invited to give us
your comments, concerns and/or suggestions by email and/or in writing on the attached
form. The filled out form may be left at this meeting ot mailed to the address below.
Addjti(mally, you may email your comments to CDMs project manager Jeff Key, at

Fcbruary 21 2011

CDM
c/o Jeff Key, PE,
50 West 14th Street, Suite 200
Helena, MT 59601

I have the following comments on the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Pl
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Name: . H'D M W

Address: -
Toston Missouri River
7912 Boy 3% ‘Corridor Planning Study
Email: 7011]5-?4., W T\{d?é E'ﬁ/ 3

The central corridor area is one of two
potential corridor areas recommended to be
carried forward for further analysis if funding
becomes available and a project develops.

The addition of a southbound left-turn lane,

north of the MRL Bridge, is recommended in
the report as project recommendation “ST-1:
Add Southbound Left Turn Lane to US 287 at
Toston Frontage Road”.

The installation of a flashing light at the
intersection of US 287 and S 285 has been
added to the report and is included in project
recommendation “ST-5: US 287 and S 285
Intersection Reconfiguration”.
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Public comments are an important component to this study! You are invited to give us
your comments, concerns and/or suggestions by email and/or in writing on the attached
form. The filled out form may be left at this meeting or mailed to the address below.
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CDM
c/o Jeff Key, PE.
50 West 14th Street, Suite 200
Helena, MT 59601

I have the following comments on the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning
Study:
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Address? Toston Missouri River

| Corridor Planning Study

Email:

The central corridor area is one of two
potential corridor areas recommended to be
carried forward for further analysis if funding
becomes available and a project develops.

A southbound left-turn lane on US 287 near
the Bunkhouse bar is desirable and would be
incorporated into the long-term bridge
replacement for the structure over the
Missouri River. However there is not enough
length between the southerly bridge end and S
285 to fully develop the turn lane in
accordance with MDT design criteria in the
short-term.

The installation of a flashing light at the
intersection of US 287 and S 285 has been
added to the report and is included in project
recommendation “ST-5: US 287 and S 285
Intersection Reconfiguration”.
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Name:  Svalel SARé,
Address: Ro< b3 5 osd.. st T SGay

Toston Missouri River
Corridor Planning Study

Email:

The central corridor area is one of two
potential corridor areas recommended to be
carried forward for further analysis if funding
becomes available and a project develops.

A southbound left-turn lane on US 287 near
the Bunkhouse bar is desirable and would be
incorporated into the long-term bridge
replacement for the structure over the
Missouri River. However there is not enough
length between the southerly bridge end and S
285 to fully develop the turn lane in
accordance with MDT design criteria in the
short-term.

The installation of a flashing light at the
intersection of US 287 and S 285 has been
added to the report and is included in project
recommendation “ST-5: US 287 and S 285
Intersection Reconfiguration”.
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CDM
c/o Jeff Key, PE.
50 West 14th Street, Suite 200
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I have the following comments on the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning
Study:
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The addition of a southbound left-turn lane,

north of the MRL Bridge, is recommended in
the report as project recommendation “ST-1:
Add Southbound Left Turn Lane to US 287 at
Toston Frontage Road”.

A southbound left-turn lane on US 287 near
the Bunkhouse bar is desirable and would be
incorporated into the long-term bridge
replacement for the structure over the
Missouri River. However there is not enough
length between the southerly bridge end and S
285 to fully develop the turn lane in
accordance with MDT design criteria in the
short-term.

Shoulder widening is recommended
throughout the corridor in the short-term as
recommended in the report as project
recommendation “ST-3: US 287 Shoulder
Widening”.
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The addition of a southbound left-turn lane,

north of the MRL Bridge, is recommended in
the report as project recommendation “ST-1:
Add Southbound Left Turn Lane to US 287 at
Toston Frontage Road”.

A southbound left-turn lane on US 287 near
the Bunkhouse bar is desirable and would be
incorporated into the long-term bridge
replacement for the structure over the
Missouri River. However there is not enough
length between the southerly bridge end and S
285 to fully develop the turn lane in
accordance with MDT design criteria in the
short-term.
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I have the following comments on the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning
Study:

SUdts tenCial Fott. v cvoeld bo /w S 77}
/224 g ﬂ“t(//f‘/ /&’Im«/ ,{.o—p-eu(a/ f_c_) Sk ,/ Lo 4 Eff Ly
e &{, s ]

_ﬂ/j/ 4../ //T,c.wv) xfd«z G 7?2’? ’?".‘r’a@z'z {de‘é)ﬂ/
/4 7

{/4{(&/ fé}f j(zﬁ/ 12232 w.é/ fes ,Qé;gﬁ ,Agjﬁ Fleotd

Namciﬁf an M(‘Z’ﬁ

Addresé /.f— /fo\:‘.ﬂ 77/ Toston Missouri River
Loilp-r0 7 | Corridor Planning Study

Email:

The central corridor area is one of two
potential corridor areas recommended to be
carried forward for further analysis if funding
becomes available and a project develops.

A southbound left-turn lane on US 287 near
the Bunkhouse bar is desirable and would be
incorporated into the long-term bridge
replacement for the structure over the
Missouri River. However there is not enough
length between the southerly bridge end and S
285 to fully develop the turn lane in
accordance with MDT design criteria in the
short-term.

The installation of a flashing light at the
intersection of US 287 and S 285 has been
added to the report and is included in project
recommendation “ST-5: US 287 and S 285
Intersection Reconfiguration”.
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Study:

- b s (7 — e
il e

Address: /2 . g f, 5‘7;# T Toston Missouri River
L#g 3 Corridor Planning Study

Email:

The central corridor area is one of two
potential corridor areas recommended to be
carried forward for further analysis if funding
becomes available and a project develops.

A southbound left-turn lane on US 287 near
the Bunkhouse bar is desirable and would be
incorporated into the long-term bridge
replacement for the structure over the
Missouri River. However there is not enough
length between the southerly bridge end and S
285 to fully develop the turn lane in
accordance with MDT design criteria in the
short-term.

The installation of a flashing light at the
intersection of US 287 and S 285 has been
added to the report and is included in project
recommendation “ST-5: US 287 and S 285
Intersection Reconfiguration”.
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The central corridor area is one of two
potential corridor areas recommended to be
carried forward for further analysis if funding
becomes available and a project develops.

A southbound left-turn lane on US 287 near
the Bunkhouse bar is desirable and would be
incorporated into the long-term bridge
replacement for the structure over the
Missouri River. However there is not enough
length between the southerly bridge end and S
285 to fully develop the turn lane in
accordance with MDT design criteria in the
short-term.

The installation of a flashing light at the
intersection of US 287 and S 285 has been
added to the report and is included in project
recommendation “ST-5: US 287 and S 285
Intersection Reconfiguration”.
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The central corridor area is one of two
potential corridor areas recommended to be
carried forward for further analysis if funding
becomes available and a project develops.

A southbound left-turn lane on US 287 near
the Bunkhouse bar is desirable and would be
incorporated into the long-term bridge
replacement for the structure over the
Missouri River. However there is not enough
length between the southerly bridge end and S
285 to fully develop the turn lane in
accordance with MDT design criteria in the
short-term.

The installation of a flashing light at the
intersection of US 287 and S 285 has been
added to the report and is included in project
recommendation “ST-5: US 287 and S 285
Intersection Reconfiguration”.
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The central corridor area is one of two
potential corridor areas recommended to be
carried forward for further analysis if funding
becomes available and a project develops.

The addition of a southbound left-turn lane,

north of the MRL Bridge, is recommended in
the report as project recommendation “ST-1:
Add Southbound Left Turn Lane to US 287 at
Toston Frontage Road”.

The installation of a flashing light at the
intersection of US 287 and S 285 has been
added to the report and is included in project
recommendation “ST-5: US 287 and S 285
Intersection Reconfiguration”.
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February 18,
2011

From: Kuser, Allan [mailto:akuser@mt.gov]
Sent: Friday, February 18, 2011 11:13 AM
To: Key, Jeffrey

Cc: Spoon, Ron

Subject: Toston Corridor Planning Study

Hi Jeff,

| have just a couple of comments regarding possible impacts to Fish, Wildlife & Parks
Toston Fishing Access Site (FAS) in respect to the proposed new bridge alignments
presented in the planning study:

The study indicates that if the western route is chosen from 1 - 2 acres of the 4.24
acre site will be impacted. Due to the small size of this FAS, public access would be
compromised if this were to occur. FWP proposes that mitigation include
acquisition and development of an alternate site. The new site should be located
in the same vicinity so as to serve visitors floating between Toston dam and York’s
Island FAS.

If the eastern route were chosen, my assumption is that the old bridge and
highway leading to the bridge would be removed. If that were to occur public
access to the FAS would be lost. | propose that mitigation include public access
and development of an FAS at the new bridge location.

| understand this is a planning study and no decisions have been made. FWP is
open to discuss the various alternatives and potential mitigation measures other
than those suggested above. Thank you for this opportunity to comment.

Allan Kuser

FAS Program Coordinator
Phone: 406-444-7885
Email:akuser@mt.gov

Thank you for your comments.

If funding becomes available and a project
develops, appropriate mitigation would be
developed to minimize impacts to the Toston
Fishing Access site, in consultation with
Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks.
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February 18,
2011

From: tid [mailto:tid@mt.net]

Sent: Friday, February 18, 2011 10:59 AM
To: Key, Jeffrey

Subject: Toston Bridge

In response to the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning | have the following
comments:

I think the Central Path is the best approach with consideration to a passing lane for Toston
and also the Leonard Lambott shop where semi trucks and farm equipment are entering the
highway at all hours. There also needs to be blinking lights at both ends; especially noting
the Radersburg Highway. Thanks for the opportunity to comment.  Willis & Doris Hossfeld,
43 Hossfeld Lane, Toston 59643

Thank you for your comments.

The central corridor area is one of two
potential corridor areas recommended to be
carried forward for further analysis if funding
becomes available and a project develops.

The installation of a flashing light at the
intersection of US 287 and S 285 has been
added to the report and is included in project
recommendation “ST-5: US 287 and S 285
Intersection Reconfiguration”.

February 18,
2011

From: Wilma [mailto:wjnorsby@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, February 18, 2011 9:41 AM
To: Key, Jeffrey

Subject: Toston Bridge Corridor

As a resident of Toston, | would like to see the Central path for the bridge,

| also think we are in desperate need of turn lanes, one at the 287 bypass
and at the Radarsburg turnoff, with a flashing light at the Radarsburg turn.
This is a very dangerous corner, that gets extreme use on weekends. There
are signs on both ends of this bridge that need to be removed. If there is a
car coming at a certain spot, you cannot see it. | don't know how many time
| have nearly been hit trying to pull out of Toston. Thank You......Wilma
Norsby

Thank you for your comments.

The central corridor area is one of two
potential corridor areas recommended to be
carried forward for further analysis if funding
becomes available and a project develops.

The installation of a flashing light at the
intersection of US 287 and S 285 has been
added to the report and is included in project
recommendation “ST-5: US 287 and S 285
Intersection Reconfiguration”.
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February 17,
2011

From: Nancy Marks [mailto:mtskydog@mt.net]
Sent: Thursday, February 17, 2011 8:11 PM

To: Carol Strizich

Cc: Jeff Ebert; Key, Jeffrey

Subject: Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor

Attached are my comments on the proposed Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
Study.

Sincerely, Nancy Marks (406) 266-3710
TOSTON MISSOURI RIVER CROSSING CORRIDOR STUDY

To Carol Strizich, MDT Project Manger
Jeff Ebert, MDT Butte District Adm.
Jeff Key, P.E. CDM Project Mngr

From: Nancy Marks owner
Toston Original Townsite, S23, TO5N. RO2 E. Tract IN NW4
Administrator and Managers:
I attended your final public meeting on this planned river crossing. I did
voice my interests and concerns. They are as follows:

1). Regarding the proposed central area crossing, by looking at the
map, I think the crossing would cover my property, which has been in my
family for generations. It includes the house where my mother grew up and
also the historic “Suitor” cabin. The Suitors were founders of Toston before
the smelter was built in 1885. Other outbuildings exist as well. 1 have
approximately 500 feet of river frontage.

I use the house as my summer home. 1 have developed a lot for an
RV, and I rent that out for additional income.

I would prefer then, to have the MDT choose the possible West
Corridor area for the new overpass. This would save my family s historical
home.

2). After the new crossing is completed, I think the existing overpass
and the approaches should be completely demolished and the area be
restored to a near natural condition.

3). Whichever overpass route the MDT chooses, please consider
including a pedestrian/bicycle crossing as a safety measure.
Nancy Marks, 3597 Hwy 284, Townsend 59644
Phone 266-3710

Thank you for your comments.

If funding becomes available and a project
develops, efforts will be made to minimize
impacts on existing property and structures. At
the high level that this study has been
completed, precise impacts to properties and
structures are unknown at this time.

Non-motorized features will be considered
when a project develops.
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February 16, Thank you for your comments.
2011

Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
Planning Study — Public Meeting No. 3

February 10, 2011

Comment Sheet

Public comments are an important component to this study! You are invited to give us
your comments, concerns and/or suggestions by email and/or in writing on the attached
form. The filled out form may be left at this meeting or mailed to the address below.
Additionally, you may email your comments to CDM’s project manager, Jeff Key, at
levia@edm.com. All comments must be received no later than 5:00 p.m. on Monday,
February 21, 2011.
CDM
c/o Jeff Key, PE.
50 West 14th Street, Suite 200
Helena, MT' 59601

I have the following comments on the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning
Study:
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The central corridor area is one of two
potential corridor areas recommended to be
carried forward for further analysis if funding
becomes available and a project develops.

The addition of a southbound left-turn lane,

north of the MRL Bridge, is recommended in
the report as project recommendation “ST-1:
Add Southbound Left Turn Lane to US 287 at
Toston Frontage Road”.

A southbound left-turn lane on US 287 near
the Bunkhouse bar is desirable and would be
incorporated into the long-term bridge
replacement for the structure over the
Missouri River. However there is not enough
length between the southerly bridge end and S
285 to fully develop the turn lane in
accordance with MDT design criteria in the
short-term.

The installation of a flashing light at the
intersection of US 287 and S 285 has been
added to the report and is included in project
recommendation “ST-5: US 287 and S 285
Intersection Reconfiguration”.
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February 11,
2011

From: www@mdt.mt.gov [mailto:www@mdt.mt.gov]
Sent: Friday, February 11, 2011 2:38 PM

To: MDT Comments - Project

Subject: Comment on a Project Submitted

A question, comment or request has been submitted via the "Contact Us"
web page.

Action Item: Comment on a Project
Submitted: 02/11/2011 14:37:47
Project Commenting On: TOSTON MISSOURI RIVER CROSSING CORRIDOR

Project State Highway No.: 287
Nearest Town/City to Project:TOSTON

Project Milepost: 89

Name: DOLLY & NEIL HAZEL
Address Line 1: 89 BYPASS 28

City: TOSTON
State/Province: MT.

Postal Code: 59643-9612

Email Address: djhazel46@hotmail.com
Phone Number: 406-266-4456

Comment or Question:

WE THINK THERE SHOULD BE CAUTION LIGHT PLACED AT TH INTERSECTION OF
MT. HWY 287 AND 285 AT TOSTON ON THE SOUTH END OF THE RAILROAD BRIDGE.
IT WOULDN'T HURT TO ALSO HAVE A SPEED LIMIT &/OR A CROSSWALK, AS SOME
OF THE CHILDREN GETTING OFF THE BUS IN THE BUNKHOUSE PARKING LOT HAVE
TO CROSS MT. HWY 287 THERE. THIS WOULD BE OUR FIRST PRIORITY FOR THE
SAFETY OF THE CHILDREN AND THE SCHOOL BUS FROM TOWNSEND.

THANK YOU.

Thank you for your comments.

The installation of a flashing light at the
intersection of US 287 and S 285 has been
added to the report and is included in project
recommendation “ST-5: US 287 and S 285
Intersection Reconfiguration”
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Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
Planning Study — Public Meeting No. 3

February 10, 2011

Comment Sheet

Public comments are an important component to this study! You are invited to give us
your comments, concerns and/or suggestions by email and/or in writing on the attached
form. The filled out form may be left at this meeting or mailed to the address below.
Additionally, you may email your comments to CDM’s project manager, Jeff Key, at
Leviala cdm.com. All comments must be received no later than 5:00 p-m. on Monday,
February 21, 2011.
CDM
c/o Jeff Key, PE.
50 West 14th Street, Suite 200
Helena, MT 59601

I have the following comments on the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning

Study:
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Thank you for your comments.

The central corridor area is one of two
potential corridor areas recommended to be
carried forward for further analysis if funding
becomes available and a project develops.

The addition of a southbound left-turn lane,

north of the MRL Bridge, is recommended in
the report as project recommendation “ST-1:
Add Southbound Left Turn Lane to US 287 at
Toston Frontage Road”.

Shoulder widening is recommended
throughout the corridor in the short-term as
recommended in the report as project
recommendation “ST-3: US 287 Shoulder
Widening”.

The installation of a flashing light at the
intersection of US 287 and S 285 has been
added to the report and is included in project
recommendation “ST-5: US 287 and S 285
Intersection Reconfiguration”.
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January 31,2011 | From: Levi DeMartin [mailto:levidem@mt.net]

Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 12:48 PM

To: CStrizich@mt.gov; JEbert@mt.gov; Key, Jeffrey
Cc: hideaway@mt.net

Subject: Toston Missour River Crossing Corridor Study

Attached is our response to the Toston Missouri River Corridor Study for your consideration.

Thank you,
Levi
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January 31, 2011
(continued)

Thank vou for sending the Toston Missouri River Corridor
Planning Study. From an objective point of view, what are you
thinking? I know that the bridge does not meet the current
design standards and the bridge has a substandard vertical crest
curve. So, why do both of your options put even more of a
curve in the new highway/bridge? It seems to me with all the
unnecessary twists and inclined curves that you are going to
create hazardous driving conditions for the public. Isn't the
goal of highway travel for everyone to be safe? My whole
family have direct interest as to the safety of the new highway,
as we are all active members of the Toston Rural Fire
Department, and have responded to accidents at or near the
bridge.

To me, this is a pretty obvious fix. Take the curved inclines
out the bridge—that’s what makes it so dangerous now. The
shortest distance between two points is a straight line. If the
new bridge were constructed west of the current bridge, that
would be the shortest and less destructive route, and easiest for
the motorists.

Now, with observations of being a homeowner in the area, I'd like to write about some other things I
see. The Eastern and the Central corridor path both have HUGE impacts on our family life. Out of the
two, the Eastern path is going to impact our family the greatest. We built a house in the country for a
reason—we didn't want to be bothered by noise pollution, neighbors, and we enjoy the great outdoors!
Along with that, we have always wanted to carry on our family’s ranching tradition. This Eastern
Corridor path will render our family’s Quarter Circle 7C Ranch unprofitable because it would rob our
ability to raise hay to feed our livestock. The Eastern path will take out a pivot that my parents worked
so hard for! This pivot supplies the vital nutrients needed to the livestock to ensure their livelihood for
the ranch to operate! This is the only hay ground that they have, and to take this away would

force them to puy hay. Also, this plan will take out the corrals (a key place to work cattle). Without the
corrals and the pivot, there is no way for this ranch to operate! Besides being put out of business and
enjoying a life I've always strived for, the resale value of our house and land will greatly depreciate.
We built this house away from the highway knowing that our kids and pets would be safe. We also
chose this location because it was just far enough away from the highway noise to not be a nuisance.
This will completely destroy our lifestyle and hope to ever continue our family’s ranching legacy.
Please understand what impact this new highway will have on us.

Your Central Corridor path is going to do the same. You list in your Cons that it affects a fishing
access site. This is also going to cut the pivot point in half and leave the highway just west of our
house. The impacts are the same with your Central and East path proposals. The DeMartin Ranch will
cease to exist because it will become unprofitable.

We ask that vou please review and consider these proposals again before moving forward with a plan.
Thanks,

Levi and Nikki DeMartin

Thank you for your comments.

Horizontal curves can be introduced into new
alignments, provided that they meet current
MDT design criteria. The potential new
alignments generated in the identified corridor
areas all would meet current MDT design
criteria.

The straight line concept presents significant
engineering challenges and heavy costs
compared to the other alignments. This
primarily has to do with tieing into the existing
highway to the north after a new bridge would
cross the rail lines. Because of the parallel
nature of the rail and roadway in this area, an
unrealistically long and high bridge would be
required at significant cost. This was not
favored by the public.

Thank you for explaining the potential
negative impacts to you and your family of the
potential highway relocation. This has been
recorded.

January 18, 2011

From: Barb DeMartin [mailto:bdem@mt.net]
Sent: Tuesday, January 18, 2011 12:29 PM
To: CStrizich@mt.gov

From: Key, Jeffrey
Sent: Monday, January 24, 2011 5:48 AM
To: 'Barb DeMartin'; CStrizich@mt.gov
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Cc: JEbert@mt.gov; Key, Jeffrey
Subject: Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Study

How does the State of Montana justify or compensate for eliminating one's livelihood?

We have followed the progress of the corridor study through the Toston area; we've
attended public meetings and are in possession of the newsletters sent from your office.

We have grave concerns about the consequences to our ranching property by the proposed
construction of the central corridor path. This plan would eliminate 10 to 20 acres of our
vital hay ground and will interfere with the operation of our pivot. Both plans will consume
the majority of our leased hay ground.

We are equally alarmed by the consequences to our ranch by the construction along the
eastern corridor path. While your newsletter No. 3, (page 2) "identifies no fatal flaws" with
either corridor, it is obvious that these plans would, indeed, be "fatal" to our ranch. The
eastern corridor plan would result in 1) the elimination of the majority of our hay ground; 2)
interference or elimination of our pivot; 3) destruction of the gravity waterline from the
Broadwater canal to the pivot point; 4) destruction of our corrals and cattle handling
facilities; and 5) construction of a major highway within a stone's throw of our backyard.

Our entire ranch will not be viable without the hay ground on which we raise feed for our
cattle. The impact to our grazing property is far reaching, as without the hay ground, we will
not be able to continue to raise cattle. The resale value of the property would be greatly
reduced or eliminated.

The "no fatal flaws" statement is both ignorant and inconsiderate of those whose livelihood
is dependent upon the impacted property. As a native of this area, | am aware of the
disruption caused to family farms when the Missouri River bridge was originally built. Now
landowners are again required to suffer losses due to the engineering and construction of a
highway and bridge along a new corridor.

Please review your proposal and open your eyes to those Very Fatal Flaws. Again, we ask:
How does the State justify and compensate for the ruination and demise of our ranch and
our livelihood?

Please consider and respond to these very serious matters before continuing with the plans
to build this new highway and bridge.

Sincerely, Rick and Barb DeMartin. Toston area ranchers

Cc: JEbert@mt.gov; Kazimi, Zia; Fossen,
Naomi; 'Gail and Lorrie Vennes'

Subject: RE: Toston Missouri River Crossing
Corridor Study

Dear Rick and Barb DeMartin:

Thank you for your email regarding issues and
concerns you have related to the Toston
Missouri River Corridor Planning Study. Please
be assured that we take your input very
seriously, and your comments have become
part of the official record for this study.

To begin, | would like to explain the term “fatal
flaw” used in the newsletter. This standard
expression is often used when there are no
major obstacles to a project from an
engineering, environmental or economic
standpoint. | can certainly appreciate that the
term may not be appropriate as it relates to
you personally. Public involvement has been
a large component of this corridor study and if
a majority of the stakeholders and the public
oppose a particular outcome, it is taken into
consideration as the study moves forward.

The current roadway has a number of existing
issues that cause concerns to the travelling
public and area residents on multiple fronts.
These include, but are not limited to the
following:

= The existing bridge over the MRL track
does not meet current design standards.
This includes both a substandard
horizontal curve (on the north end of the
bridge), and a substandard vertical crest
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curve on the bridge itself.

= The existing roadway just south of the
bridge over the Missouri River does not
meet current design standards, due to a
substandard vertical sag curve.

= Throughout the corridor, there are
substandard fill and cut slopes which do
not meet the roadside clear zone
requirements. The inadequate clear zones
cause a safety concern.

= The existing roadway and bridge widths
through the corridor vary from 28 feet to
32 feet and do not meet the current
design standards of 40 feet or greater for
a Principal Arterial.

= Several crash trends within the corridor
are higher than the statewide average for
similar routes. This includes crash rates,
severity indices and severity rates for both
vehicles and trucks. Nearly half of the
crashes in the 10-year period occurred on
the MRL Bridge

This is a very complex corridor with many

issues. | would encourage you to view the

Public Draft of the Corridor Study Report when

it becomes available at the end of this month

as it will have much more detail on the overall

process. The report will be available online

and at several locations in your area.

| am available by phone (406-441-1400), or
would offer to visit with you in person, to
discuss your areas of concern further.

Sincerely,

Jeff Key

23




Comment Received

Comment

October 28, 2010

October 28, 2010

Missouri River Grain Co., Inc.
Leonard & Pam Lambott
8715 US Hwy 287

Toston, MT 59643

CDM
% Jeff Key, P.E.

50 West 14" Street, Suite 200
Helena, MT 59601

To Whom It May Concern:

We attended the first public meeting pertaining to the Toston Missouri River Crossing
Corridor in February 2010. We voiced our concerns at that time and have had no one
contact us concerning any of the issues.

2" meeting held recently- We had a conflict that evening and were unable to attend so
this letter will take the place of our presence there. See map dated Sept 23 and marks 1-4
We highly favor the East area as this does not affect our building sites, etc.

Concerning the central area—If the route (see #3 borders central area) goes across the
canal somewhere above our building sites and back past our property on the other side as
shown on your Sept 23 map(light pink), this would be our next choice as it would not
affect our building sites.

Any of the other routes in the central area would definitely greatly affect us. Our
quansets, shops, misc buildings, and the lot would essentially be considered worthless.
By the time you took your right of way, there would be no room between the buildings
and the road at all. So all the parking area for equipment on that side would be gone. It
is not like we can expand on the other side to make up for it because of the canal so that
would leave inadequate space for parking any machinery and leaving any room to move
other large equipment fo building sites for servicing, etc.

It would be pretty much the same with our homesite and close acreage. We feel what
was left after right of way taken out and road going thru the middle of our field, this
property would all be greatly devalued because it would then be sandwiched in between a
busy highway and a canal with no access to our other buildings, etc. except to get on and
off the highway every time. This would also be very dangerous.

Our future rail site would appear to also be affected by these routes. We have leased the
right of way and purchased the rail site and cement in anticipation of moving our present
grain business from Townsend to the loading site to get it out of the middle of town.
West route (see map #4 dark blue) This would be our fourth choice as long as it doesn’t
take more right of way from our building sites and bypasses the rail site. Otherwise it
falls in the same category of devaluing everything greatly just like the central routes do.

Sincerely,
Z o

LeaMcy }\a..,ﬁ?—_"
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AM

From: Bob Davis [mailto:Bob@LazyVBar.com]
Sent: Friday, October 15, 2010 8:50 AM

To: Key, Jeffrey

Subject: Missouri River Crossing

Jeff Key---We attended the meeting in Townsend regarding Missouri River Crossing Corridor. Our preferred route would be
in the Central Area following the current highway as possible. As this progresses, we feel that the bridge and approaches
should be built to four lanes since the Townsend South project contains four-lane sections. The current bridge could be used
for north or south bound adding an adjacent bridge.

The intersection with Highway 285 could be moved to south of the Toston fire hall creating a safer intersection.

The highway users in this area have lived with an under designed railroad bridge for many years. We don’t need to under
design both bridges for the future.

Thank you — Bob and Linda Davis, 131 Dry Hollow Road, Townsend, MT 59644 406-266-3786
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Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
Planning Study — Public Meeting No. 2

October 13, 2010

Comment Sheet

Public comments are an impottant component to this project! You are invited to give us
your comments, concerns and/or suggestions by email and/or in writing on the attached
form. The filled out form may be left at this meeting o mailed to the address below.
Additionally, you may email your comments to CDM’s project manager, Jeff Key, at
keyja(@cdm.com.,
CDM
c/o Jeff Key, PE.
50 West 14th Street, Suite 200
Helena, MT' 59601

I have the following comments on the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning
Study:
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Toston Corridor Area Survey

Your mput is highly valued. Please complete the following survey indicating your preferred
choice of general corridor area locations for a roadway alignment and bridge crossing on US
287. Please also include the reason for your preferred selection, this information is important
for us in understanding the public opinion.

Note: You may select more than one option. The “No Preference” option indicates that any
option would be acceptable.

Thank you for your time and input.

Of the three (3) possible corridor areas shown, my preferred area for a re-aligned US 287 corri-
dor is in the:

O West Area (Red)

,E( Central Area (Yellow)
O East Area (Blue)
O

No Preference

The reason for this is:

LY >

Seenms Jo  Ne e el Opslee Ukéjz o Q Lean a({ Gl

THANK YOU FOR TAKING THIS SURVEY!

PLEASE LEAVE SURVEY ON SIGN-IN TABLE
WHEN DONE....
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Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
Planning Study — Public Meeting No. 2

October 13, 2010

Comment Sheet

Public comments ate an important component to this project! You are invited to give us
your comments, concerns and/or suggestions by email and/or in wtiting on the attached
form. The filled out form may be left at this meeting ot mailed to the address below:
Additionally, you may email your comments to CDM’s project manager, Jeff Key, at
kevija@cdm.com.

CDM
c/o Jeff Key, PE.
50 West 14th Street, Suite 200
Helena, MT" 59601

I have the following comments on the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning
Study:

Name:

Address: Toston Missouri River
Corridor Planning Study

Email:
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Toston Corridor Area Survey

Your input is highly valued. Please complete the following survey indicating your preferred
choice of general cotridor area locations for a roadway alignment and btidge crossing on US
287. Please also include the reason for your preferred selection, this information is impottant

for us in understanding the public opinion.

Note: You may select more than one option. The “No Preference” option indicates that any
option would be acceptable.

Thank you for your time and input.

Of the three (3) possible corridor areas shown, my preferred area for a re-aligned US 287 corri-

dor 1s in the:
O West Area (Red)
R Central Area (Yellow)
O East Area (Blue)
a No Preference
The reason for this is:

J A EA A N P T Y 4

Ao . A mﬁjj Chrt e

MWots e drs =

THANK YOU FOR TAKING THIS SURVEY!

PLEASE LEAVE SURVEY ON SIGN-IN TABLE
WHEN DONE....
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Comment Received

Comment

Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
Planning Study — Public Meeting No. 2

October 13, 2010

Comment Sheet

Public comments are an important component to this project! You are invited to give us
your comments, concerns and/or suggestions by email and/or in writing on the attached
form. The filled out form may be left at this meeting or mailed to the address below.
Additionally, you may email your comments to CDM’s project managet, Jeff Key, at

keviat@cedm.com.

CDM
c/o Jeft Key, PE.
50 West 14th Street, Suite 200
Helena, MT 59601

I have the following comments on the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning
Study:

Name:

Address: Toston Missouri River
Corridor Planning Study

Email:
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Comment Received

Comment

Toston Corridor Area Survey

Your input is highly valued. Please complete the following survey indicating your preferred
choice of general corridor area locations for a roadway alignment and btidge ctossing on US
287. Please also include the reason for your prefesred selection, this information is important
for us in understanding the public opinion.

Note: You may select more than one option. The “No Preference” option indicates that any
option would be acceptable.

Thank you for your time and input.

Of the three (3) possible cortidor areas shown, my preferred area for a re-aligned US 287 corti-

dor is in the:
a West Area (Red)
& Central Area (Yellow)
O East Area (Blue)
O No Preference

The reason for this is:
. e R A ) M Z‘;Aﬁ,/\
Zhte = 2 AT

A YR T A7

Bow /03 A

THANK YOU FOR TAKING THIS SURVEY!

PLEASE LEAVE SURVEY ON SIGN-IN TABLE
WHEN DONE....
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Comment Received

Comment

Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
Planning Study — Public Meeting No. 2

October 13, 2010

Comment Sheet

Public comments ate an important component to this project! You are invited to give us
yous comments, concerns and/or suggestions by email and/or in writing on the attached
form. The filled out form may be left at this meeting or mailed to the addtess below.
Additionally, you may email your comments to CDM’s project manager, Jeff Key, at

kevja@cdm.com.

CDM
c/o Jeff Key, PE.
50 West 14th Street, Suite 200
Helena, MT 59601

I have the following comments on the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning
Study:

Name:

Address: Toston Missouri River
Corridor Planning Study

Email:
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Comment Received

Comment

Toston Corridor Area Survey

Your input is highly valued. Please complete the following survey indicating your preferred
choice of general corridor area locations for a roadway alignment and bridge crossing on US
287. Please also include the reason for your preferred selection, this information is important

for us in understanding the public opinion.

Note: You may select more than one option. The “No Preference” option indicates that any
option would be acceptable.

Thank you for your time and input.

Of the three (3) possible corridor areas shown, my preferred area for a re-aligned US 287 corti-
dor is in the:

O West Area (Red)
X Central Area (Yellow)
O East Area (Blue)
a No Preference
The reason for this is:
Lhis  Appeirc Yo be FVYe  Besi

Rowfe ity 4¥, Zewir Amud od Poposp wu
vy Aves

P S\ Ao Sl
5 B2 ) il [T A

THANK YOU FOR TAKING THIS SURVEY!

PLEASE LEAVE SURVEY ON SIGN-IN TABLE
WHEN DONE....
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Comment Received

Comment

Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
Planning Study — Public Meeting No. 2

October 13, 2010

Comment Sheet

Public comments ate an important component to this project! You are invited to give us
your comments, concerns and/or suggestions by email and/or in writing on the attached
form. The filled out form may be left at this meeting or mailed to the addtess below.
Additionally, you may email your comments to CDM’s project manager, Jeff Key, at
kevia@cdm.com.
CDM
c/o Jeff Key, PE.
50 West 14th Street, Suite 200
Helena, MT 59601

I have the following comments on the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning
Study:

1/ —— ] .f ya
Name: %&1 ] D Hlazel
Address: §F 6’3 pass 287 Toston Missouri River
“Tostan, A1 -ST6Y3 Corridor Planning Study
Email:
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Comment Received

Comment

Toston Corridor Area Survey

Your input is highly valued. Please complete the following survey indicating your preferred
choice of general corridor area locations for a roadway alignment and bridge crossing on US
287. Please also include the reason for your preferred selection, this information is important
for us in understanding the public opinion.

Note: You may select more than one option. The “No Preference” option indicates that any
option would be acceptable.

Thank you for your time and input.

Of the three (3) possible corridor areas shown, my preferred area for a re-aligned US 287 corti-

dot is in the:
O West Area (Red)
J 4 Central Area (Yellow)
a East Area (Blue)
a No Preference

The reason for this is:

THANK YOU FOR TAKING THIS SURVEY!

PLEASE LEAVE SURVEY ON SIGN-IN TABLE
WHEN DONE....
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Comment Received

Comment

Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
Planning Study — Public Meeting No. 2

October 13, 2010

Comment Sheet

Public comments are an important component to this project! You are invited to give us
your comments, concerns and/or suggestions by email and/or in writing on the attached
form. The filled out form may be left at this meeting or mailed to the address below:
Additionally, you may email your comments to CDM’s project manager, Jeff Key, at
kevija@edm.com,

CDM
c/o Jetf Key, PE.
50 West 14th Street, Suite 200
Helena, MT 59601

I have the following comments on the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning

Name: /4’/&:32,4: Py

Addeess: &3 4, 255 Toston Missouri River
T, S g g s Corridor Planning Study

Bmalk Aoz /73 & § oA O o
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Comment Received

Comment

Toston Corridor Area Survey

Your input is highly valued. Please complete the following sutvey indicating your preferred
choice of general corridor area locations for a roadway alignment and bridge crossing on US
287. Please also include the reason fot your preferted selection, this information is important
for us in understanding the public opinion,

Note: You may select more than one option. The “No Preference” option indicates that any
option would be acceptable.

Thank you for your time and input.

Of the three (3) possible corridor areas shown, my preferred area for a re-aligned US 287 corri-

dot is in the:
O West Area (Red)
& Central Area (Yellow)
O East Area (Blue)
(] No Preference

The reason for this is:

THANK YOU FOR TAKING THIS SURVEY!

PLEASE LEAVE SURVEY ON SIGN-IN TABLE
WHEN DONE....
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Comment Received

Comment

— e |
Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor

Planning Study — Public Meeting No. 2

October 13, 2010

Comment Sheet

Public comments are an important component to this project! You are invited to give us
your comments, concetns and/or suggestions by email and/or in writing on the attached
form. The filled out form may be left at this meeting ot mailed to the address below.

Additonally, you may email your comments to CDM’s project managet, Jeff Key, at
i keyia@edm.com,

CDM
c/o Jeff Key, PE.
50 West 14th Street, Suite 200
Helena, MT 59601

| I have the following comments on the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning

I
Name: 2y 3 Hazel

Address: § ra,b_;s %7
T2 Wt STLAZ
Email:

Toston Missouri River
Corridor Planning Study
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Comment Received

Comment

Toston Corridor Area Survey

Your input is highly valued. Please complete the following survey indicating your preferred
choice of general corridor area locations for a roadway alignment and bridge crossing on US
287. Please also include the reason for your preferred selection, this information is important
for us in understanding the public opinion.

Note: You may select more than one option. The “No Preference” option indicates that any
option would be acceptable.

Thank you for your time and input.

Of the three (3) possible corridor areas shown, my preferred area for a re-aligned US 287 corri-

dor is in the:
O West Area (Red)
N Central Area (Yellow)
] East Area (Blue)
a No Preference

The reason for this is:

THANK YOU FOR TAKING THIS SURVEY!

PLEASE LEAVE SURVEY ON SIGN-IN TABLE
WHEN DONE....
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Comment Received

Comment

Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
Planning Study — Public Meeting No. 2

October 13, 2010

Comment Sheet

Public comments ate an important component to this project! You are invited to give us
your comments, concerns and/or suggestions by email and/or in writing on the attached
form. The filled out form may be left at this meeting or mailed to the address below:
Additionally, you may email your comments to CDM’s project manager, Jeff Key, at
CDM
c/o Jeff Key, PE.
50 West 14th Street, Suite 200
Helena, MT 59601

I have the following comments on the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning
Study:

i 5@{3455 ﬂmr TA» caonmaL_ A:am - A Téc /?(*/Ju‘&

Name: Jews & Hazel

Address: g2 by jois 3€7 Toston Missouri River
TS TON AT Tz Corridor Planning Study

Email:
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Comment Received

Comment

Toston Corridor Area Survey

Your input is highly valued. Please complete the following sutvey indicating your preferred
choice of general corridor area locations for a roadway alignment and bridge crossing on US
287, Please also include the reason for your preferred selection, this information is important
for us in undetstanding the public opinion.

Note: You may select more than one option. The “No Preference” option indicates that any
option would be acceptable.

Thank you for your time and input.

Of the three (3) possible corridor areas shown, my preferred area for a re-aligned US 287 corri-
dor is in the:

O West Area (Red)

0d Central Area (Yellow)
|| East Area (Blue)
a

No Preference

The teason for this is:

T Belie-e Thet Wo@ be Tle S mpls 7

7

C{?/)DV\ Y LS
(T o YRVALTR

Lol Th

24e are (23948

THANK YOU FOR TAKING THIS SURVEY!

PLEASE LEAVE SURVEY ON SIGN-IN TABLE
WHEN DONE....
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Comment Received

Comment

R |
Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor

Planning Study — Public Meeting No. 2

October 13, 2010

Comment Sheet

Public comments are an important component to this project! You are invited to give us
your comments, concetns and/ot suggestions by email and/or in writing on the attached
form. The filled out form may be left at this meeting or mailed to the address below.

Additionally, you may email your comments to CDM’s project manager, Jeff ey, at
kevia@cdm.com,

CDM
c/o Jeff Key, PE.
50 West 14th Street, Suite 200
Helena, MT 59601

I have the following comments on the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning
Study:

Name:

Address: Toston Missouri River
Corridor Planning Study

Email:
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Comment Received

Comment

Toston Corridor Area Survey

Your input is highly valued. Please complete the following survey indicating your preferred
choice of general corridor area locations for a roadway alignment and bridge crossing on US
287. Please also include the reason for your preferted selection, this information is important
for us in understanding the public opinion.

Note: You may select more than one option. The “No Prefetence” option indicates that any
option would be acceptable.

Thank you for your time and input.

Of the three (3) possible cotridor areas shown, my preferred area for a re-aligned US 287 corti-

dot is in the:
0 West Area (Red)
i Central Area (Yellow)
0O East Area (Blue)
O No Preference

The reason for this is:
e . Peeple. A A p /ST

THANK YOU FOR TAKING THIS SURVEY!

PLEASE LEAVE SURVEY ON SIGN-IN TABLE
WHEN DONE....

44




Comment Received

Comment

Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
Planning Study — Public Meeting No. 2

October 13, 2010

Comment Sheet

Public comments are an important component to this project! You ate invited to give us
your comments, concerns and/or suggestions by email and/or in writing on the attached
form. The filled out form may be left at this meeting ot mailed to the address below.
Additionally, you may email your comments to CDM’s project managet, Jeff Key, at
keyja@cdm.com.

CDM
c/o Jeff Key, PE.
50 West 14th Street, Suite 200
Helena, MT 59601

I have the following comments on the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning
Study:

Name:

Address: Toston Missouri River
Corridor Planning Study

Email:
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Comment Received

Comment

Toston Corridor Area Survey

Your input is highly valued. Please complete the following survey indicating your preferred
choice of general corridor area locations for a roadway alignment and bridge crossing on US
287. Please also include the reason for your preferred selection, this information is important
for us in understanding the public opinion.

Note: You may select more than one option. The “No Preference” option indicates that any
option would be acceptable.

Thank you for your time and input.

Of the three (3) possible corridor areas shown, my preferred area for a re-aligned US 287 corri-
dor is in the:

West Area (Red)

a

.——15'11\ Central Area (Yellow)
a East Area (Blue)

0O

No Preference

The reason for th]sl% Ld_j_ /g—f:«jgl
=== —t

2

/

P70 R A }\ vl
DN peandy A ]
7 7 [

THANK YOU FOR TAKING THIS SURVEY!

PLEASE LEAVE SURVEY ON SIGN-IN TABLE
WHEN DONE....
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Comment Received

Comment

Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
Planning Study — Public Meeting No. 2

October 13, 2010

Comment Sheet

Public comments are an important component to this project! You are invited to give us
yout comments, concetns and/or suggestions by email and/or in writing on the attached
form. The filled out form may be left at this meeting or mailed to the address below.
Additionally, you may email your comments to CDM’s project manager, Jeff Key, at
keyja@cdm.com,
CDM
c/o Jeft Key, PE.
50 West 14th Street, Suite 200

Helena, MT 59601
1 have the following comments on the Toston Missouti River Crossing Corridor Planning
Study:

Namc:'-,'-rO‘-‘gaa-o e
Address: 8 o7 Pcmi/“ Toston Missouri River
(6

F.0 Bor Corridor Planning Study
Email: {W/ H/I'f- 5’? ki
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Comment Received

Comment

Toston Corridor Area Survey

Your input is highly valued. Please complete the following survey indicating your preferred
choice of general cotridor area locations for a roadway alignment and bridge crossing on US
287. Please also include the reason for your preferred selection, this information is important
for us in understanding the public opinion.

Note: You may select more than one option. The “No Preference” option indicates that any
option would be acceptable.

Thank you for your time and input.

Of the three (3) possible corridor areas shown, my preferred area for a re-aligned US 287 corri-

dor is in the:
B West Area (Red)
g Central Area (Yellow)

O East Area (Blue)

O No Preference #

THANK YOU FOR TAKING THIS SURVEY!

PLEASE LEAVE SURVEY ON SIGN-IN TABLE
WHEN DONE....
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Comment Received

Comment

Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
Planning Study — Public Meeting No. 2

October 13, 2010

Comment Sheet

Public comments are an important component to this project! You ate invited to give us
your comments, concerns and/or suggestions by email and/or in writing on the attached
form. The filled out form may be left at this meeting ot mailed to the address below.
Additionally, you may email your comments to CDM’s project manager, Jeff Key, at
kevja@cdm.com.
CDM
c/o Jeff Key, PE.
50 West 14th Street, Suite 200
Helena, MT 59601

I have the following comments on the Toston Missouti River Crossing Corridor Planning
Study:

Name: d:&ég(ﬂlb Grdee

Addsess: of 2’58)3 oy L Toston Missouri River
o Db 643 Corridor Planning Study

Emal]
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Comment Received

Comment

Toston Corridor Area Survey

Your input is highly valued. Please complete the following survey indicating yout preferred
choice of general corridor area locations for a roadway alignment and bridge crossing on US
287. Please also include the reason for your preferred selection, this information is impottant

for us in understanding the public opinion.

Note: You may select morte than one option. The “No Preference” option indicates that any
option would be acceptable.

Thank you for your time and input.

Of the three (3) possible corridor areas shown, my preferred atea for a re-aligned US 287 corri-

dor is in the:
West Area (Red)
® Central Area (Yellow)
East Area (Blue)
0 No Preference

The reason for this is:

THANK YOU FOR TAKING THIS SURVEY!

PLEASE LEAVE SURVEY ON SIGN-IN TABLE
WHEN DONE....
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Comment Received

Comment

Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
Planning Study — Public Meeting No. 2

October 13, 2010

Comment Sheet

Public comments are an important component to this project! You are invited to give us
your comments, concetns and/or suggestions by email and/ot in writing on the attached
form. The filled out form may be left at this meeting or mailed to the address below.
Additionally, you may email your comments to CDM’s project managet, Jeff Key, at
CDM
c/o Jeff Key, PE.
50 West 14th Street, Suite 200

Helena, MT 59601
I have the following comments on the T'oston Missouri River Crossing Corridot Planning
Study:

Name: %M Sy j
Address: 2% }{w’j%}/ Toston Missouri River

fras
Ty fer 'Mo./f— YA Corridor Planning Study
Email:
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Comment Received Comment

Toston Corridor Area Survey

Your input is highly valued. Please complete the following sutvey indicating yout preferred
choice of general cottridor area locations for a roadway alignment and bridge crossing on US
287. Please also include the reason for your preferred selection, this information is important
for us in understanding the public opinion.

Note: You may select more than one option. The “No Preference” option indicates that any
option would be acceptable.

Thank you for your time and input.

Of the three (3) possible corridor areas shown, my preferred atea for a re-aligned US 287 corri-

dor 1s in the:

West Area (Red)

L

™ Central Area (Yellow)
] East Area (Blue)

O

No Preference

The reason for this is:

THANK YOU FOR TAKING THIS SURVEY!

PLEASE LEAVE SURVEY ON SIGN-IN TABLE
WHEN DONE....
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Comment Received

Comment

Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
Planning Study — Public Meeting No. 2

October 13, 2010

Comment Sheet

Public comments are an important component to this project! You are invited to give us
your comments, concerns and/or suggestions by email and/or in wtiting on the attached
form. The filled out form may be left at this meeting or mailed to the address below.
Additionally, you may email your comments to CDM’s project manager, Jeff ey, at
CDM
c/o Jeff Key, PE.
50 West 14th Street, Suite 200
Helena, MT 59601

T have the following comments on the T'oston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning
Study:

oot L A

Name: Mmg: W—‘-
Addeess: 70q -3 -3 H Toston Missouri River
PR o Corridor Planning Study

T@-GE:_, . )
Email: 5’?@ ‘-}-(_3
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Comment Received

Comment

Toston Corridor Area Survey

Yourt input is highly valued. Please complete the following survey indicating your preferred
choice of general corridor area locations for a roadway alignment and bridge crossing on US
287. Please also include the reason for your prefetred selection, this information is important
for us in understanding the public opinton.

Note: You may select more than one option. The “No Preference” option indicates that any
option would be acceptable.

Thank you for your time and input.

Of the three (3) possible corridor areas shown, my preferred area for a re-aligned US 287 cotri-
dor is in the:

West Area (Red)

O

'ﬁ: Central Area (Yellow)
a Fast Area (Blue)

O

No Preference

The reason for this is: i 3
rww An, Uhe W C/quﬁf_ lo 90

THANK YOU FOR TAKING THIS SURVEY!

PLEASE LEAVE SURVEY ON SIGN-IN TABLE
WHEN DONE....
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Comment Received

Comment

Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
Planning Study — Public Meeting No. 2

October 13, 2010

Comment Sheet

Public comments ate an important component to this project! You are invited to give us
your comments, concerns and/or suggestions by email and/or in writing on the attached
form. The filled out form may be left at this meeting or mailed to the address below.
Additionally, you may email your comments to CDM’s project managet, Jeff Key, at
keyja@cdm.com.
CDM
c/o Jeff Key, PE.
50 West 14th Street, Suite 200
Helena, MT 59601

I have the following comments on the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning
Study:

;amc: “)/ Vlz’lfjﬂﬁ?t

Address: £ ApX- §3 Toston Missouri River
“Dston Wi Seaed. Corridor Planning Study

Email:
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Comment Received Comment

Toston Corridor Area Survey

Your input is highly valued. Please complete the following survey indicating your preferred
choice of general corridor area locations for a roadway alignment and bridge crossing on US
287. Please also include the reason for your preferted selection, this information is important

for us in understanding the public opinion.

Note: You may select more than one option. The “No Preference” option indicates that any
option would be acceptable.

Thank you for your time and input.

Of the three (3) possible corridor areas shown, my preferred area for a te-aligned US 287 corri-
dor is in the:

O West Area (Red)
[D/ Central Area (Yellow)
a East Atea (Blue)

O No Preference

The reason for this is: .
Hyad syl be To0lE Lol ot Gt EEand )0, .

THANK YOU FOR TAKING THIS SURVEY!

PLEASE LEAVE SURVEY ON SIGN-IN TABLE
WHEN DONE....
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Comment Received

Comment

Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
Planning Study — Public Meeting No. 2

October 13, 2010

Comment Sheet

Public comments are an important component to this project! You are invited to give us
your comments, concerns and/or suggestions by email and/or in writing on the attached
form. The filled out form may be left at this meeting ot mailed to the addtess below
Additionally, you may email your comments to CDM’s project manager, Jeff Key, at
kevia@cdm.com.
CDM
c/o Jeff Key, PE.
50 West 14th Street, Suite 200
Helena, MT 59601

I have the following comments on the Toston Missouri River Crossing Cotridor Planning
Study:

Name: jkv—’ /‘/frfh-rfof—o—-—

Address: 2/(, ﬂ/v L.,,.:,_:-Z #q
~Founnre , Pt

Email: 5—951./("/

Toston Missouri River
Corridor Planning Study
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Comment Received

Comment

Toston Corridor Area Survey

Your input is highly valued. Please complete the following survey indicating your pteferted
choice of general corridot area locations for a roadway alignment and bridge crossing on US
287. Please also include the reason for your preferred selection, this information is impostant
for us in understanding the public opinion.

Note: You may select more than one option. The “No Preference” option indicates that any
option would be acceptable.

Thank you for your time and input.

Of the three (3) possible cortidor areas shown, my preferred area for a re-aligned US 287 corri-
dor 1s in the:

O West Area (Red)
Central Area (Yellow)

East Area (Blue)

O o &

No Preference

The reason for this is: \,L[_
’?_ZJ;; Co/‘/"‘éor &)Ou/c_[ AL 7 e
best- becepse. { (s Lhe [<as7 A
eXpeng e L aw afeo e be  Sada

. .«”,3 V;ONJA(»JL

THANK YOU FOR TAKING THIS SURVEY!

PLEASE LEAVE SURVEY ON SIGN-IN TABLE
WHEN DONE....
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Comment Received

Comment

Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
Planning Study — Public Meeting No. 2

October 13, 2010

Comment Sheet

Public comments ate an important component to this project! You are invited to give us
your comments, concerns and/or suggestions by email and/or in writing on the attached
form. The filled cut form may be left at this meeting or mailed to the address below.
Additionally, you may email your comments to CDM’s project manager, Jeff Key, at
kevial@cdm.com.

CDM
c/o Jeff Key, PE.
50 West 14th Street, Suite 200
Helena, MT 59601

I have the following comments on the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning
Study:

Name:

Address: Toston Missouri River
Corridor Planning Study

Email:
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Comment Received

Comment

Toston Corridor Area Survey

Your input is highly valued. Please complete the following survey indicating your preferred
choice of general corridor arca locations for a roadway alignment and bridge crossing on US
287. Please also include the reason for your preferted selection, this information is important
for us in understanding the public opinion.

Note: You may select more than one option. The “No Preference” option indicates that any
option would be acceptable.

Thank you for your time and input.

Of the three (3) possible corridor areas shown, my preferred area for a re-aligned US 287 corri-

dor 1s in the:
O West Area (Red)
[2/ Central Area (Yellow)
O East Atea (Blue)
0 No Preference

The teason for this is: ,
Za ply Oprawva Fh e Centia! Area ( velow) ¢
- € b/ Ceodoptrcal! rouls Z : e,

THANK YOU FOR TAKING THIS SURVEY!

PLEASE LEAVE SURVEY ON SIGN-IN TABLE
WHEN DONE....
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Comment Received

Comment

Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
Planning Study — Public Meeting No. 2

October 13, 2010

Comment Sheet

Public comments are an impottant component to this project! You are invited to give us
your comments, concetns and/or suggestions by email and/ot in writing on the attached
form. The filled out form may be left at this meeting or mailed to the address below.
Additionally, you may email your comments to CDM’s project manager, Jeff Key, at
keyja@edm.com.
CDM
c/o Jeff Key, PE.
50 West 14th Street, Suite 200
Helena, MT 59601

I have the following comments on the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning
Study:

i

Name: Cora W

Address: /1 fowy 5T Toston Missouri River
T g T STEUD Corridor Planning Study

Email:
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Comment Received

Comment

Toston Corridor Area Survey

Your input is highly valued. Please complete the following sutvey indicating your preferred
choice of general corridor area locations for a roadway alignment and bridge crossing on US
287. Please also include the reason for your preferred selection, this information is important
for us in understanding the public opinion.

Note: You may select more than one option. The “No Preference” option indicates that any
option would be acceptable.

Thank you for your time and input.

Of the three (3) possible cortidor areas shown, my preferred area for a re-aligned US 287 corri-

dor is in the:
a West Area (Red)
] Central Area (Yellow)
O East Area (Blue)
a No Preference

The teason for this is:

THANK YOU FOR TAKING THIS SURVEY!

PLEASE LEAVE SURVEY ON SIGN-IN TABLE
WHEN DONE....
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Comment Received

Comment

Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
Planning Study — Public Meeting No. 2

October 13, 2010

Comment Sheet

Public comments are an impostant component to this project! You are invited to give us
your comments, concerns and/or suggestions by email and/or in writing on the attached
form. The filled out form may be left at this meeting or mailed to the address below:
Additionally, you may email your comments to CDM’s project manager, Jeff Key, at
keyjal@edm.com.

CDM
c/o Jeff Key, PE.
50 West 14th Street, Suite 200
Helena, MT 59601

1 have the following comments on the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning

Name: B/ Tt ScHNEIDER ’
Address: g oo N FRT - W Toston Missouri River
Corridor Planning Study

Email: R B A4 BUTT @ W coWNELT. COM)
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Comment Received

Comment

Toston Corridor Area Survey

Your input is highly valued. Please complete the following sutvey indicating your preferred
choice of general corridor area locations for a roadway alignment and bridge crossing on US
287. Please also include the reason for your preferred selection, this information is important
for us in understanding the public opinion.

Note: You may select more than one option. The “No Preference” option indicates that any
option would be acceptable.

Thank you for your time and input.

Of the three (3) possible cotridor areas shown, my preferred area for a re-aligned US 287 corti-
dor is in the:

m| West Area (Red)

& Central Area (Yellow)

O East Area (Blue)
a No Preference
The reason for this 1s:
MMMM
VaVa QPO AL L ,"4..:‘ YTV Az .} QLo 0 LAIPLULY o O/ A

THANK YOU FOR TAKING THIS SURVEY!

PLEASE LEAVE SURVEY ON SIGN-IN TABLE
WHEN DONE....
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Comment Received Comment

October 13, 2010

Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
Planning Study — Public Meeting No. 2

October 13, 2010

Comment Sheet

Public comments are an important component to this project! You ate invited to give us
your comments, CONCerns and/or suggcstions by email and/or in writing on the attached
form. The filled out form may be left at this meeting or mailed to the address below:
Additionally, you may email your comments to CDM’s project manager, Jeff K ey, at

keviaf@ledm.com,

CDM
c/o Jeff Key, PE.
50 West 14th Street, Suite 200
Helena, MT 59601

I have the following comments on the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning
Stud)r:

Name:

Address: Toston Missouri River
Corridor Planning Study

Email:
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Comment Received

Comment

October 13, 2010

Toston Corridor Area Survey

Your input is highly valued. Please complete the following survey indicating your preferred
choice of general corridor area locations for a roadway alignment and bridge crossing on US
287. Please also include the reason for your preferred selection, this information is important

for us in understanding the public opinion.

Note: You may select mote than one option. The “No Preference” option indicates that any
option would be acceptable.

Thank you for your ime and input.

Of the three (3) possible corridor areas shown, my preferred area for a re-aligned US 287 corri-
dor is in the:

O West Area (Red)

¢ Central Area (Yellow)
O East Area (Blue)

O No Preference

The reason for this is:

THANK YOU FOR TAKING THIS SURVEY!

PLEASE LEAVE SURVEY ON SIGN-IN TABLE
WHEN DONE....
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Comment Received

Comment

October 13, 2010

Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
Planning Study — Public Meeting No. 2

October 13, 2010

Comment Sheet

Public comments are an important component to this project! You are invited to give us
your comments, concerns and/ot suggestions by email and/or in writing on the attached
form. The filled out form may be left at this meeting or mailed to the address below.

Addirjonaliy, you may email your comments to CDM’s project manager, Jeff ey, at
ke

iaftbedm.com,

CDM
c/o Jeff [<ey, PE.
50 West 14th Street, Suite 200
Helena, MT' 59601
I have the following comments on the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning
Study:
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Addeess: gt Moy 427 Toston Missouri River
oo‘/m il STEHE Corridor Planning Study
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Comment Received

Comment

October 13, 2010

Toston Corridor Area Survey

Your input is highly valued. Please complete the following survey indicating your preferred
choice of general corridor area locations for a roadway alignment and bridge crossing on US
287. Please also include the reason for your preferred selection, this information is important
for us in understanding the public opinion.

Note: You may select more than one option. The “No Preference” option indicates that any
option would be acceptable.

Thank you for your time and input.

Of the three (3) possible cotridor areas shown, my preferred atea for a re-aligned US 287 cotri-

dor is 1n the:
O West Area (Red)
M Central Area (Yellow)
(] Fast Area (Blue)
0 No Preference

The reason for this is:

: Z 244 Wﬂﬁ\ﬂr%/_ LA 7[1{,‘\: /’d/‘/r‘oér
7411.'{: ﬁa—‘) rDée—n» #&é ,/éfég(a,.ﬂme-fla L

THANK YOU FOR TAKING THIS SURVEY!

PLEASE LEAVE SURVEY ON SIGN-IN TABLE
WHEN DONE....
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Comment Received

Comment

October 13, 2010

Ve |
Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor

Planning Study — Public Meeting No. 2

October 13, 2010

Comment Sheet

Public comments are an important component to this project! You are invited to give us
your comments, concerns and/or suggestions by email and/or in writing on the attached
form. The filled out form may be left at this meeting or mailed to the addtess below:
Additionally, you may email your comments to CDM’s project manager, Jeff Key, at

£ ko
keviafeledm.com.

CDM
c/o Jeff Key, PE.
50 West 14th Street, Suite 200
Helena, M'T' 59601

I have the following comments on the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning
Study:
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Toston Missouri River
Corridor Planning Study

Email:




Comment Received

Comment

October 13, 2010

Toston Corridor Area Survey

Your input is highly valued. Please complete the following survey indicating your preferred
choice of general corridor area locations for a roadway alignment and bridge crossing on US
287. Please also include the reason for your preferred selection, this information is important

for us in understanding the public opinion.

Note: You may select more than one option. The “No Preference” option indicates that any

option would be acceptable.

Thank you for your time and input.

Of the three (3) possi

dor is in the:

ble corridor areas shown, my preferred area for a re-aligned US 287 corri-

O West Area (Red)

F( Central Area (Yellow)

(] East Area (Blue)

a No Preference

The reason for this is:

THANK YOU FOR TAKING THIS SURVEY!

PLEASE LEAVE SURVEY ON SIGN-IN TABLE
WHEN DONE....
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Comment Received

Comment

October 13, 2010

Toston Corridor Area Survey

Your input is highly valued. Please complete the following survey indicating your preferred
choice of general corridor area locations for a roadway alignment and bridge crossing on US
287. Please also include the reason for your preferred selection, this information is important

for us in understanding the public opinion.

Note: You may select more than one option. The “No Preference” option indicates that any
option would be acceptable.

Thank you for your time and input.

Of the three (3) possible cotridor areas shown, my preferred area for a re-aligned US 287 corti-

dor is in the:
a West Area (Red)
1 Central Area (Yellow)
a East Arca (Blue)
O No Preference

The reason for this 1s:
leet 4mmpact m Ha area

THANK YOU FOR TAKING THIS SURVEY!

PLEASE LEAVE SURVEY ON SIGN-IN TABLE
WHEN DONE....
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Comment Received

Comment

October 13, 2010

Toston Corridor Area Survey

Your input is highly valued. Please complete the following survey indicating your preferred
choice of general corridor area locations for a roadway alignment and bridge crossing on US
287. Please also include the reason for your preferred selection, this information is important

for us in understanding the public opinion.

Note: You may select more than one option. The “No Preference” option indicates that any
option would be acceptable.

Thank you for your time and input.

Of the three (3) possible corridor areas shown, my preferred area for a re-aligned US 287 corri-
dor is in the:

g West Area (Red)
O Central Arca (Yellow)
H] | East Area (Blue)

O No Preference

The reason for this is:

;)0'4#&& Q(Aé TR Con— by ?.- s B A

THANK YOU FOR TAKING THIS SURVEY!

PLEASE LEAVE SURVEY ON SIGN-IN TABLE
WHEN DONE....
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Comment Received

Comment

October 13, 2010

Toston Corridor Area Survey

Your input is highly valued. Please complete the following survey indicating your preferred
choice of general corridor area locations for a roadway alignment and bridge crossing on US
287. Please also include the reason for your preferred selection, this information is important

for us in understanding the public opinion.

Note: You may select more than one option. The “No Preference” option indicates that any
option would be acceptable.

Thank you for your time and input,

Of the three (3) possible corridor areas shown, my preferred area for a re-aligned US 287 corri-
dor is in the:

a West Area (Red)

g Central Area (Yellow)
O East Area (Blue)

a No Preference

The reason for this is:
/({ a5 .’(

-1 ':‘js"h,z}"

THANK YOU FOR TAKING THIS SURVEY!

PLEASE LEAVE SURVEY ON SIGN-IN TABLE
WHEN DONE....
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Comment Received

Comment

October 13, 2010

Toston Corridor Area Survey

Your input is highly valued. Please complete the following survey indicating your preferred
choice of general corridor area locations for a roadway alignment and bridge crossing on US
287. Please also include the reason for your preferred selection, this information is important

for us in understanding the public opinion.

Note: You may select more than one option. The “No Preference” option indicates that any
option would be acceptable.

Thank you for your time and input.

Of the three (3) possible corridor areas shown, my preferred area for a re-aligned US 287 corni-

dor is in the:
O West Area (Red)
P Central Area (Yellow)
O East Area (Blue)
O No Preference

The reason for this is:

THANK YOU FOR TAKING THIS SURVEY!

PLEASE LEAVE SURVEY ON SIGN-IN TABLE
WHEN DONE....
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Comment Received

Comment

October 13, 2010

Wubbena Family Trust

4212 Oak Grove Drive

Carrollton, Texas 75010
~ECEIVED

0CT 13 2010
{RANSPORTATION PLANNING

Carol Strizich, Project Manager
MDT Statewide and Urban Planning
2960 Prospect Avenue

Helena, MT 59620

Dear Ms. Strizich:

Reference is made to the Toston Missouri River Corridor Study.

The Western Area possible corridor on the map that was included with the mailer I was recently
sent indicates that most of the remaining property that was my Father’s (the Lorentz family)
homestead would be taken. 1accordingly strenuously object to this alignment.

While much of the original homestead was on the East side of the current alignment of highway
287, the right-of-way area for US 287 was donated to the State, and a small portion of that
homestead was relinquished to State Fish and Game, I do not wish to lose any more of the small
remaining portion of my homestead land which is left.

Very truly yours,

Ruth/Lorentz Wubbena, Trustee for Wubbena Family Trust
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Comment Received

Comment

October 12, 2010 7:10
PM

From: HASEMAN3BW@aol.com [mailto:HASEMAN3BW@aol.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 12, 2010 7:10 PM

To: Key, Jeffrey

Subject: comments toston corridor

Jeff Key

As a landowner affected by the Toston Missouri River crossing corridor study, | want to comment on your corridor selection.
The blue or east area goes right thru the middle of my 265 acre irrigated field which has a pivot. This selection would
completely ruin this field. | can't believe that the east corridor would be any safer than the existing roadway. I'm very much
against the east corridor. The pink or west corridor goes thru my 159 acre irrigated field but at least it wouldn’t ruin the field. |
greatly prefer the central or yellow corridor which is by far the least disrupting choice. Bob haseman

October 12, 2010 7:02
AM

From: Strizich, Carol [mailto:cstrizich@mt.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, October 12, 2010 7:02 AM

To: Key, Jeffrey

Subject: Toston Voicemail

Jeff,

| received another (more lengthy) voicemail from a landowner in the Toston Corridor. James and Ruth Lorenz-Webina
called in regard to the last remaining parcel of the Lorenz homestead. James and Ruth are the trustees and live in Texas but
are very concerned about the Western alignments impacting the last parcel they have kept from the family homestead — the
other parcels were given up for the current highway, S 285, the bridge and the fishing access so they are very much
concerned about the potential of losing this last remaining piece. They were upset just want to express their concern, they
have written a letter but weren’t sure that it would get to us in advance of the meeting and would like to have a return call
to discuss.

James/Ruth Webina trustees for the Lorenz property
972-394-5793

Carol Strizich

Statewide & Urban Planning

Montana Department of Transportation
(406) 4449240

cstrizich@mt.gov

April 13, 2010
3:02 PM

From: www@mdt.mt.gov [mailto:www@mdt.mt.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, April 13, 2010 3:02 PM

To: MDT Comments - Project

Subject: Comment on a Project Submitted
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Comment Received Comment

A question, comment or request has been submitted via the "Contact Us" web page.

Action Item: Comment on a Project
Submitted: 04/13/2010 15:02:17
Project Commenting On: TostonMissouriRiverStudy

Project State Highway No.: 287
Nearest Town/City to Project:Toston

Project Milepost: missouri bridge

Name: Dennis Williams
Address Line 1: 306 Lone Mountain Road
City: Toston

State/Province: MT

Postal Code: 59643

Email Address: lazy3@ixi.net

Phone Number: 406 266-3508

Comment or Question:

I was wondering how or who to see about considering a route
crossing on the southern edge of

the town and continuing east of toston then joining 287 about at
the 6 mile road and Flynn

lane? We are thinking of this for a much cheaper and shorter
bridge system, crossing at a 90

degree to the river and railroad, plus we already have 1/2 of
the elevation naturally to cross the

railroad tracks. Economically, this will leave the Toston
railroad sidings with safe access via the

old bridge and highways, letting us develop the sidings for
future use. And MDOT will not have

to remove the old bridges. There would be no traffic disruption
or control issues, the DFWP

fishing access can be expanded, no wetlands or floodplain issues
and far less right of way

problems, going through all vacant lands.

Please let me know who and how to present this option.

Thanks.

Dennis Williams

Submitter's IP address: 75.231.10.5

Reference Number = picomment_ 154876708984375
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Comment Received

Comment

From: Axline, Lisa [mailto:laxline@mt.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, March 16, 2010 9:50 AM
To: Key, Jeffrey

Subject: Toston Corridor Study

Jeff:

Something has come up and | will be unable to attend this afternoon’s meeting on the Toston Corridor Study.
Again, for the DNRC-Trust Land Administration Division, an easement will be necessary for any crossing of the Missouri
River. We routinely process such applications from the Montana Department of Transportation and have an MOU in place
regarding the application process. We generally will accept the MDT environmental document and tier to it for our own
Environmental Checklist that is completed by our agency at the time of application. We will also review the MDT appraisal
for compensation for the use of the riverbed. In the cases of navigable river crossings, the State assesses a fee of 50% of the
upland value on either side of the river.

Should there be any additional questions, you may contact me or Garry Williams. My apologies for not being able
to make the meeting this afternoon.

Lisa Axline, R/W Section Supervisor
Real Estate Management Bureau
Trust Land Management Division

From: Williams, Garry [mailto:gwilliams@mt.gov]

Sent: Friday, March 05, 2010 12:41 PM

To: Key, Jeffrey

Cc: Axline, Lisa

Subject: RE: Toston Missouri River Corridor Planning Study - Resource Agency Meeting

Thanks for the information Jeff. The reason | did not receive the information is likely because it was sent to the Department
address as opposed to my address at 8001 N. Montana Avenue, 59602.

| will be unable to attend the planning meeting on March 16, 2010 due to prior commitments.
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Comment Received

Comment

| reviewed the project information you sent and do not have any particular concerns related to the corridor project other
than ensuring if the river crossing location is changed, DOT submits an easement application to DNRC for the new location
As you are likely aware the river bottom of the Missouri River is claimed as state ownership and consequently any
permanent crossing would require an easement from the Board of Land Commissioners. On a project such as this, we
typically would defer to the Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks to identify any resource issues such as, impacts to
fisheries, wildlife or water quality which may be related to various river crossing alternatives. There does not appear to be
any other State Trust Lands within the project area other than the river bottom.

Please keep me informed of the status of the project as it develops. | will continue to monitor the project and if concerns
regarding state Trust Lands Develop | will let you know.

February 28, 2010 2:34
PM

----- Original Message-----

From: Tom Helm [mailto:skbat@mt.net]

Sent: Sunday, February 28, 2010 2:34 PM

To: Key, Jeffrey

Subject: Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor

Hello, Jeff! Greetings from Toston! My family lives on Lombard Rd.
about 1 1/4 miles from the highway 287. We basically use the
exit/entrance onto the highway that is north of the river as most of our
travels are to Townsend or Helena. It is a danger and a worry to
parents of young drivers, children riding the bus, and for any of us who
need to enter or leave the highway. We are asking for you to consider
turning lanes or at least the left turning lane for those heading south
who leave the highway before the bridge so that they may get onto
Lombard Rd. Truckers and other drivers can sometimes be going quite
fast as they come down the north side of the bridge which makes it hard
to judge their speed and decide if it's safe to pull on before them when
turning right as you head north. Even more difficult is the timing
required to make a left turn off the highway when driving south and into
Toston. Many drivers are very rude and unsafe. They are driving too
closely behind you and pressuring you to go fast when you should be
slowing down. They speed around when you need to slow down or stop to
wait for traffic to make the left turn into Toston. Is there any chance
you could include these improvements into the resurfacing that might be
done soon on this section of highway?

You may call us at home 266-5643 or come to Toston to visit more.

Thank you. Have a great day!

Alieda Stone

52 Lombard Rd.

Toston, MT 59643
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Comment Received

Comment

February 25, 2010
7:48 AM

————— Original Message-----

From: www@mdt.mt.gov [mailto:www@mdt.mt.gov]

Sent: Thursday, February 25, 2010 7:48 AM

To: MDT Comments - Project

Subject: Comment on a Project Submitted

A question, comment or request has been submitted via the "Contact Us" web page.
Action Item: Comment on a Project

Submitted: ©2/25/2010 ©7:48:20

Project Commenting On: TostonMissouriRiverStudy

Name: Herb Argabright

Email Address: argabright@wildblue.net

Phone Number: 266-4610

Comment or Question:

In general 4 lanes are needed with special attention to

access to state and county roads at each end. Turn lanes both
ways are needed for deceleration and acceleration, especially at
SR285 crossing.
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Comment Received

Comment

February 23, 2010

I

| Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor | /
" Planning Study — Public Meeting No. 1 ="

February 16, 2010

pa

Comment Sheet

| Public comments are an important component to this project! You are invited to give us
| your comments, concerns and/or suggestions by email and/or in writing on the attached
| form. The filled out form may be left at this meeting or mailed to the address below.
Additionally, you may email your comments to CDM’s project manager, Jeff Key, at
keyja@cdm.com,
CDM
c/o Jeff Key, PL.
50 West 14th Street, Suite 200
Helena, M'T 59601

I have the following comments on the Toston Missouri River Crossing Cotridor Planning
| Study:
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Toston Missouri River
&/ Corridor Planning Study
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Comment Received

Comment

February 23, 2010
(Continued)

Toston Missouri River

= Crossing Corndor
1 Sludy Area Boundary

[ Land Outside of Study Area
& Mie Post Reference Marker

il @ FishingAccess Site
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Figure 1-1
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Toston Missouri River
5 Corridor Planning Study

February 1, 2010

DRAFT
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Comment Received

Comment

February 23, 2010
(Continued)

Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
Planning Study — Public Meeting No. 1

February 16, 2010

Comment Sheet

| Public comments are an important component to this project! You are invited to give us
| your comments, concerns and/or suggestions by email and/or in writing on the attached
| form. The filled out form may be left at this meeting or mailed to the address below. '
Additionally, you may email your comments to CDM’s project manager, Jeff Key, at
| keyja@cdm.com,
| CDM
c/o Jeff Key, PL.
50 West 14th Street, Suite 200
Helena, MT 59601

I have the following comments on the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning
| Study:
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Name:
1 Address:

Toston Missouri River
& Corridor Planning Study

Email:
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Comment Received Comment
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Comment Received

Comment

February 19, 2010 3:45
PM

From: Brian Obert [mailto:bobert@mbac.biz]

Sent: Friday, February 19, 2010 3:45 PM

To: Key, Jeffrey

Cc: Ebert, Jeff

Subject: Toston Bridge Corridor Study

Both Jeff's

| wanted to thank both of you for coming to Townsend to kick off the Toston Missouri River Corridor Planning Study. |
think we all expected you to receive some grief from a few people in the audience. We all hope that they have aired their
beliefs, but now we can all move on with this planning opportunity.

| would like to re-assure you that as a board member of both the Townsend Area Chamber of Commerce, and the
Broadwater County Development Corporation (BCDC), both of these local organizations very much want Hwy 287 to stay
on the side of the Missouri River that it sits on right now. We definitely do not want to see you by-pass the City of
Townsend.

As for my concerns for the Toston/Missouri River Crossing, safety and access to: Toston, Radersburg and the
Bunkhouse/Firehall are of greatest interest. It may have come across as a joke, but the Bunkhouse is a very important
community center for that area. It is the collecting point for many people in this rural region. Unfortunately its location is
very close to the bridge.

If | can make some suggestions, the configuration of the road to Toston and the Radersburg road will be most important.
Both currently are dangerous. The people want them to be dramatically improved, but at the same time they don’t want
them to change. This is not possible, but that is what they are going to ask for. The locals are more interested in cost and
safety. They will be very offended if the costs look extreme. They are more interested in function. Worry about wetlands,
or wildlife will come a very distant second to function for the Toston locals. They will ask for a straight-flat 40’ wide bridge
with turn lanes at both ends. Make it easy to get to Toston, Radersburg and the Bunkhouse, and do it cheap. They will
be very happy.

The Radersburg road has seen several significant accidents right at the Bunkhouse. | thought it had something to do with
the patrons that frequent the Bunkhouse. But | have changed my outlook after | recently nearly ran that same stop sign.
Even with the rumble strips on Hwy 285, optically something is misleading at that intersection.

We do have a significant amount of farming traffic in that area, with equipment, trucks, etc.. But we also have a large
group of people coming out of Gallatin County that use Canyon Ferry Lake. Many dread the stretch from the Bunkhouse
to Townsend. Unfortunately this is affecting the local economy. | just spoke with a resident of the Rolling Glen area,
whom | have been assisting to find a job. She was interested in a job in Helena, but declined the job offer because the
drive was too dangerous. The Townsend South project will significantly improve this stretch when it is completed, but the
bridge is still a significant worry.

2

Thank you again for providing the Corridor Planning Study. | hope we can

Brian Obert

Gateway Economic Development District

Montana Business Assistance Connection

406.266.4370

129 So. Spruce Street

Townsend, MT 59644
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Comment Received

Comment

February 16, 2010

Public comments are an important component to this project! You are invited to give us

| form. The filled out form may be left at this meeting or mailed to the address below.

) keyi:

| Study:

%W r:)@ Ll e ol B

" Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
" Planning Study — Public Meeting No. 1

February 16, 2010

Comment Sheet

your comments, concerns and/or suggestions by email and/or in writing on the attached

Additionally, you may email your comments to CDM’s project manager, Jeff Key, at

al@cdm.com.

CDM
c/o Jeff Key, PE.
50 West 14th Street, Suite 200
Helena, M'T" 59601

I have the following comments on the Toston Missouri River Crossing Cortidor Planning
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February 03, 2010
12:09 PM

From: michael koehnke [mailto:michaelkoehnke@yahoo.com]
Sent: Wednesday, February 03, 2010 12:09 PM

To: Key, Jeffrey

Subject: Toston corridor planning study

Jay,

Please add me to your email list for updates on the Toston Corridor Planning Study. Thanks.

A colossal wildfire maybe coming soon to an area near you! Are you ready?

Mike Koehnke
P.O. Box 506
Townsend, MT 59644-0506

(406) 949-3522

January 29, 2010 3:32
PM

From: JAMES W WUBBENA [mailto:jwubl@verizon.net]
Sent: Friday, January 29, 2010 3:32 PM

To: Key, Jeffrey

Subject: Our recent Project Mailing List memo to you!

Jeff:

| note that | omitted the words "and with" from the critical location sentence, and it should read,"we own the property
bordering and with US 287 on the East, Montana 285 on the South, and the Missouri River on the North."

Sorry to bother you again!

Jim Wubbena
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January 29, 2010 3:11
PM

From: JAMES W WUBBENA [mailto:jwubl@verizon.net]
Sent: Friday, January 29, 2010 3:11 PM

To: Key, Jeffrey

Subject: Project Mailing List

Jeff Key:

Received in the mail today the proposed discussion on the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor which encouraged us to
join the Project Mailing List.

Our name and contact information is:

Wubbena Family Trust,

Ruth L. Wubbena and James W. Wubbena trustees

4212 Oak Grove Drive

Carrollton, Texas 75010

We own the property bordering on US 287 on the East, Montana 285 on the South, the Missouri River on the North.

We are most interested in anything affecting that corridor and our property.

Ruth and Jim Wubbena
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January 28, 2010 1:53
PM

From: Nancy Marks [mailto:mtskydog@mt.net]
Sent: Thursday, January 28, 2010 1:53 PM
To: Key, Jeffrey

Subject: Hwy 287 Overpass at Toston, MT

Dear Sirs: | own property near the overpass at Toston. Could you please put me on your mailing list for meeting dates and
update or revisions to plans?

Thank you, Nancy Marks 3597 Hwy 284, Townsend 59644
(406) 266-3710

December 23, 2009
12:03 PM

From: Brian Obert [mailto:bobert@mbac.biz] Sent: Wednesday, December 23, 2009 12:03 PM To:
Strizich, Carol Cc: Gail Vennes ; Terry Myhre; Bukvich, Robert Subject: Toston Missouri River
Crossing Corridor Planning Study

Hello Carol

Gail Vennes informed me that MDOT is creating a Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning Study. Our Non Profit
Economic Development group MBAC/Gateway is the Certified Regional Development Corp (CRDC) in Broadwater
County. In previous years, we teamed with the Broadwater County Commissioners and received property adjacent to the
Bunkhouse Bar, from Broadwater County with the intent to attract Commercial Business to this 21 acre tract. We are
hoping to be added to the Stakeholders contact list for this Planning Study. Changes to the alignment and access to Hwy
287 will effect the scope and accessibility of commercial interests in this location.

| have attached a letter requesting to be added to the Stakeholder list, and preliminary layout of the Toston Business Park,
and an economic study that we preformed a while back.

Thank you.

Brian Obert

Gateway Economic Development District

Montana Business Assistance Connection

406.266.4370
129 So. Spruce Street
Townsend, MT 59644
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December 23, 2009
12:03 PM
(Continued)

GATEWAY

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT

December 22, 2009

Carol Strizich

Montana Department of Transportation
Transportation Planning

2701 Prospect Avenue

PO Box 201001

Helena MT 59620-1001

Dear Mrs. Strizich

Gateway Economic Development District (GEDD) and Montana Business Assistance
Connection (MBAC) are pleased to hear that Montana DOT is creating a Toston Missouri
River Crossing Corridor Planning Study. MBAC/Gateway in conjunction with
Broadwater County own property that abuts Hwy 287 south of the Toston Fire Station.
‘We have been reviewing many possible commercial uses of this property that best utilize
this 21 acre tract of land. MBAC/Gateway has made plans to subdivide this parcel into 7
commercial lots to be used to spur small business growth in this region of the County.

Access and safety are of utmost concern to our potential new customers, as well as the
existing business (Bunkhouse Bar) and the Broadwater County Rural Fire Department.
The physical location and approach of State Hwy 285 which services Radersburg as well
as much of Crow Creek Valley, on the south end of the Toston Bridge adds greatly to the
complexity of the location. Physical access to the Town of Toston on the north end of the
Bridge is of vital interest for the residents as well as services that are located on Lombard
road going south of Toston.

Direct access to Hwy 287 and easy connection to 1-90 are the most attractive assets that
our acreage has for potential business redevelopment. These assets can either be
enhanced or substantially eroded by the proposed design features of the replacement
bridge. We hope that MBAC/Gateway can be included in the Stakeholders contact list
for this Planning Study, and that our concerns are kept in mind as this process continues.

Thank you.

Sincerely

beion SO H
Brian Obert

Gateway Economic Development District
Montana Business Assistance Connection
406.266.4370

129 South Spruce Street

Townsend, MT 59644
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MNTAMA
sINEsS ASSISTANCE

ONNECTION

Batemar o Eaonombe hremth

GATEWAY

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT

Toston Business Park

Site Summary

21 shovel ready acres This site is for sale at a set price. ($10,000/acre) The site can be ready for
development within six months for an interested client. The community and utility providers have plans
and funding in place to insure that industrial zoning, basic infrastructure and transportation capacity will be
n place within that timeframe. Preliminary environmental issues have been identified.
Configuration Flat alluvial plane in a triangular shape that is dividable into 4-3
Commercial sites ranging from 2.5-6.5 acres

Adjacent uses: Agriculture / Recreation, Fire Station on site.

Existing buildings: none

Height restrictions: none

Zoned Light Commercial

21 miles to 1-90

40 miles 1-15

1,330 feet of Hwy 287 road frontage

880 feet of Hwy 285 road frontage

3,530 Daily cars pass-by Hwy 287

Rural Fire Station on Site

850 feet to Missouri River Fishing access

4 miles to Toston Dam Boat Launch (fishing, water skiing)

Satellite Image:

For more information, contact:
Montana Business Assistance Connection, 406-447-1510 hitp://www.mbac.biz
County of Broadwater: Contact Jim Hohn, 406-980-2050 http://www.townsendvallev.com

1 December 2007
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SITE DETAILS:

Configuration:

Flat alluvial plane in a triangular shape that is dividable into 4-3 Commercial sites ranging from
2.5-6.5 acres

Adjacent uses: Agriculture / Recreation, Fire Station on site.

Existing buildings: none

Height restrictions: none

TRANSPORTATION

Highway / Interstate Access:

1,330 feet of Hwy 287, frontage (3,530 cars daily)
20 miles to Interstate 1-90 (South)

40 miles to Interstate I-15 (North)

See attached MT Dept of Transportation Info.

Airports:

Helena Regional Airport: 40 miles (Delta, Northwest, Alaska, Horizon, And Big Sky)
http://www .helenaairport.com/

Townsend General Aviation Airport: 12 miles.

Air Charter:

Exec Air (800.513.2190, 406.442.2190) http://www.execairmontana.com/index. htm
Research Air Inc, (406.585.3718)

Carisch Helicopters (406.586.430())

Silver State Helicopters http://www silverstatehelicopters.com/index.htm

Shipping:

Watkins Sheppard Trucking (800.824.0913) http://'www.wksh.com/

Big Country Transport Brokerage, (406.266.4210)

MTS Freight (terminal 40 miles) (406.442.4356) http://www.mtsfreight.com/

USF Reddaway (terminal 20 miles) (406.285.3221) http://www.usfc.com/Itl/home/reddaway.jsp
MidWest Motor Express (terminal 40 miles) (406.442.6055) hitp://www.mmeinc.com/

J&S Transport (terminal 40 miles) (406.458.1912)

Mergenthaler Transfer & Storage (800.826.5463) (406.442.9470)
hitp://www.mergenthaler.net/company_history.htm

Rail:
Rail site available East of Property in Toston — Montana Rail Link (MRL) (406.523.1400)
hitp://www.montanarail.com/properties/industrial.htm

UTILITIES
Sewer service: Provided by on-site commercial septic system. (Med/Big Gravel & Crs Sand)
Water service: Provided by on-site water well. (averages 75°. 30-50 gallons per minute)
Power: Provided by Vigilante Electric Electrical Co-op. (800.221.8271) (406.266.5587)
3-phase power line located in NE comer of property.  http://www.vec.coop/
Vigilante Electric substation located 1 mile away in Toston.
Gas:  Provided by AmeriGas. (406.266.3815)  http://amerigas. com/commercial.html
Telecommunications: Phone provided by Qwest. (800.603.6000)
Internet provided by Montana Internet Corporation 2Mbps. (406.443.3347) http://www.mt.net/

2 December 2007
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ENVIRONMENTAL

Site Characteristics:

Site is level with exceptional Highway 287 visibility. Soil type provides adequate top soil with
extensive levels of gravel providing rapid drainage.

Physical Environment:

1.

6.

Soil Suitability. Topographic and/or Geologic Constraints (e.g.. soil lump, steep slopes,
subsidence. seismic activity)
a. Level well drained agricultural property

Hazardous Facilities (e.g.. power lines, hazardous waste sites, acceptable distance from
explosive and flammable hazards including chemical/petrochemical storage tanks,
underground fuel storage tanks, and related facilities such as natural gas storage facilities
& propane storage tanks)

a. 3 phase rural power at North corner of lot. fire station on site, no petrol tanks.

b. Temporary gravel pit across Hwy 287.

Groundwater Resources & Aquifers (e.g.. quantity, quality, distribution, depth to
groundwater, sole source aquifers)

a. Existing well GWIC 1d: 16737 http://mbmegewic.mtech.edu/

b. 46.1708N 111.4485E

¢. Total Depth: 73, 30-50 gallons/min  MED/BIG GRAVEL AND CRS SAND

Surface Water/Water Quality. Quantity & Distribution (e.g.. streams. lakes. storm runoff,
irrigation systems, canals)
a. No surface water present

Floodplains & Floodplain Management
a. Not in 100 year flood plain

Wetlands Protection
a. No Wetlands

Agricultural Lands, Production, & Farmland Protection (e.g. grazing, forestry, cropland,
prime or unique agricultural lands)
a. Grazing property

Vegetation & Wildlife Species & Habitats, Including Fish (e.g., terrestrial, avian and
aquatic life and habitats)
a. Native grasses, crested wheat, with gophers, rodents, etc

Unique, Endangered, Fragile, or Limited Environmental Resources. including
Endangered Species (e.g.. plants, fish or wildlife)
a. None exist

10. Unique Natural Features (e.g.. geologic features)

a. No unique feature

3 December 2007
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11. Access to, and Quality of, Recreational & Wilderness Activities, Public Lands arid
Waterways. and Public Open Space
a. Missouri River fishing access - 850" from property
i Satellite Image: hitp:/www. wikimapia.org/#y=46171785&x=-
1114449808 7=1 7&1=0&m=a
b. Toston Dam Boat Launch - 2 miles (fishing, water skiing)
i, Satellite Image: http://www wikimapia org/#v=4612205T&x=-
1114097898 z=17&I=08&m=a
Toston Dam / Missouri River Boat Launch — 1.8 miles
i. Satellite Image: http:/www. wikimapia.ore/#v=46121589&x=-
111398556& =1 7&|=0&m=a
d. York’s Island Campground — 4 miles (boat ramp. 12 camping sites)
i. Satellite Image: hitp://www. wikimapia. org/#v=46266054&x=-
111492584 & 7=16&1=0&m=a
Radersburg ORV designated area — 10 miles (400 acres of open riding area)
1. SatelliteImage:hup://www.wikimapia.org/#v=46191 908 &x=-
1116462968 =1 7&]|=0&m=alv=2
f.  Crow Creek Campground — 25 miles (good creek fishing, Crow Creek Falls hike)
i. Satellite Image: http://www.wikimapia org/#v=463018208x=-
1117359%46&7=16&1=0&m=a&v=2
g. Canyon Ferry Reservoir — 20 miles (fishing, boating, sailing, kit sailing)
i Satellite Image: http:/www wikimapia org/#y=46413203&x~-
11157331 8&z=16&1=0&m=a&v=2
12. Visual Quality - Coherence. Diversity, Compatibility of Use and Scale, Aesthetics of
surrounding area
a. Commercial area, Bar Restaurant, Potato Storage Facilities, Grain Bins

L

Led

13. Nuisances (e.g. glare. fumes)
a. None exist

14. Noise — suitable separation between housing & other noise sensitive activities and major
noise sources (aircraft, highways & railroads.)

a. Nextto Hwy 287, residents, Toston Community, substantial distance away

15. Historic Properties, Cultural, and Archacological Resources
a. No historic significance, or archacological remains (tilled for ag in past)

4 December 2007
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Demography and Economy:

Changes in Demographic (population) Characteristics (quantity. distribution. density)

The population base of Broadwater County is 4,517 (2005 U.S. Census Bureau) and City of
Townsend are 1.950 respectively. Table 1 shows the Broadwater County Socio-Economic
situation as compared to Lewis and Clark and Meagher Counties. These counties comprise the
Gateway service area.

Table 1. Service Area Socio-Economic Snapshot Sources: Census 2000, CEIC 2008, 2005 ; BLS 2006)

Broadwater | Lewis and Clark Meagher
Area (sq mi) 1.191 3461 2,392
Estimated County Population 2005 4517 58.449 1.999
2000- 2005 Est. County Pop Growth 3.0% 4.9% 3.5%
1990 — 2000 Pop growth % 32% 17% 6%
Proj Population 2015 5.431 68.792
Pop Density (people/sq mi) 3.68 16.10 0.80
% Pop in Incorporated Areas 43% 50% 51%
% Pop with Bachelors Degree or Higher 15.6% 32.3% 20%
% of Pop over age 45 43.8% 39.8% 46.2%
Estimated Labor Force 2005* 2.657 30,348 929
Total # Private Biz Estabs 2004 434 6,876 173
Non Employing Estabs 2004 377 4,815 104
Emploving Estabs 2004 107 2,061 69
5 Year Growth in Total # of Private Biz Est 71 727 (54)
5 Year Growth in # of Non Employing Est 76 578 8
5 Year Growth in # of Employing Est (3) 149 (62)
5 Year growth in Employment ** 20 (2%) 2,352 (9.6%) (52) (-12%)
Unemployment Rate (2005) 3.7% 3.6% 4.2%
Average Wage Per Job (2004) $23.099 $26.657 $19.302
Average Proprietor Receipts (2004) $39.072 $39,238 $45.615
Per Capita Income (2005) $22.782 $29.721 $23.810
PCI as a % of National PCI 66% 89% 66%
% of Labor Force Working Out of County 33% 10% 18%
% of Labor Force Working in Lewis and 20% 90% 2%
Clark County
Banks & Credit Unions 2 16 1

* Estimated Labor force is the number of people between ages 20 and 65.
*# Net emplovment growth = #of employees plus # of non-employing establishments. Assume a
non-employing establishment is a sole proprietor.

Broadwater County has experienced considerable population growth over the past 15 years.
During this time, the population has increased by one third. In percentage terms, it has been the
fastest growing County in the MBAC service area. The population is projected to grow an
additional 20% over the next decade. Regardless. Broadwater County has a small labor force and
low unemployment rate. In addition. more than one third of the labor force works outside of the
County, with 20% of the total labor force working in Lewis and Clark County.

Table 2 provides greater detail on the Broadwater County population. This information is
important for business and economic development because it shows the size and composition of
the labor market in the county.
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Table 2: Broadwater County Population Detail

[Broadwater County [Census 00] 2005 Est | Y2010 | Y2015 | Y2020 |
Population 19 and under 1,180 987 1,002 1,183 1,380]
Population 20 through 39 890 858 1,170 1,271 1,371
Population 40 through 64 1,580 1,799 1,862 1,852 1,738
Population 65 + 721 873 946 1,125 1,323
Broadwater Total 4371 4517 5,070 5,431 5812
Population 19 and under 26.9% 21.9% 21.5% 21.8% 23.8%
Population 20 through 39 20.3% 19.0% 23.1% 23.4% 23.6%
Population 40 through 64 36.0% 39.8% 36.7% 34.1% 29.9%
Population 65 + 16.4% 19.3% 18.7% 20.7% 22 8%
Workforce (20-65) 2,470 2,657 3,032 3,123 3,108
Workforce (20-65) 56.5% 58.8% 59.8% 57.5% 53.5%
Growth Rates Total Pop 3.34% 12.24% 7.13% 7.00%
Growth Rates Pop 19 and Under -16.36% 10.63% 8.36% 16.67%
Growth Rates Pop 20 Through 39 -3.60% 36.36% 8.60% 7.90%
Growth Rate 40 - 64 13.86% 351% -0.52% -6.19%
Growth Rate 65+ 21.08% 8.33% 18.96% 17.56%
Growth Rates Pop Under 5 -38.8% 0.0% 5.2% -0.1%

The data projects the labor force participation rate 1s expected to decline over the coming 10
years. Labor force quantity and quality may be problematic for Broadwater County businesses
seeking to expand as well as businesses seeking to relocate to the County. This situation can be
resolved with a combination of payment of higher wages (at least equal to similar employment
position in surrounding counties) and workforce training programs. Higher wages may draw
labor into the County and/or keep residents from leaving the County for higher paying jobs.
Workforce development may better prepare the existing labor supply for planned business
expansion.

Local Employment & Income Patterns Quantity and Distribution of Employment. Economic
Impact

This report used data from County Business Patterns (Census) to identify industry and
employment developments in the period 1998 through 2004. The data was analyzed to
investigate what industries in Broadwater County grew and declined. what industries had job
creation and losses, and what industries paid high and low wages.

In summary, the review of Broadwater County demography and Industry and Employment
trends during the period 1998 -2004 demonstrates:
= Total employment growth (includes emploving and non-employing businesses) of 2% was
insignificant
¢ Employing businesses had a net decrease of employees on payroll
o Employment loss was significant in manufacturing and construction
businesses
o Employment growth was significant in wholesale, retail, transportation and
warehousing, and professional. scientific and technical businesses
e There was a significant net increase in the number of non-employing businesses
o New business/employment growth was significant in construction,
manufacturing, and real estate businesses
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= Average wage growth was equal in non-employing and employing businesses
e Nominal average proprietor receipts grew 16%
* Nominal average wage in employing businesses grew 18%
e On average, the self employed eamn almost 1.7 times those working for others
e Proprietor receipts almost doubled for non-employing (self emploved) businesses in
construction and manufacturing industries
= One third of the labor force works outside of the County
*  Average wage per job in Lewis and Clark and Gallatin Counties are almost 10%
higher for employees
* Broadwater County has low unemployment — lower than State rate

1. General Housing Conditions — Quality, Quantity, Affordability
a. Currently diverse from low entry level, to above average
b. Survey of County Realtors/MLS finds:
1. Average Price of Residential Home $163.200
ii. Median Price of Residential Home $149.900

2. Local & State Tax Base & Revenues
a. Broadwater County at below state average
i. Sce attached Tax info

Public Safety
1. Health Care — Medical Services
a. Broadwater Health Service http://www.
data.com/hospitals BROADWATER-HEALTH-CENTER-TOWNSEND.html

2. Public Safety — Police
a. Provided by Broadwater County

3. Fire Protection — Hazards

a. Rural Firchouse on site
b. Satellite Image: http://'www wikimapia org/#y=46171079&x=-111448340&7=] T&|=0&m=a&v=2

4. Emergency Medical Services
a. Broadwater EMS services
b. Broadwater Health Services
¢. Satellite Image: http://www wikimapia org/#y=4632]1764&x=-111516209&2=17&]=0&m=h&v=2
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Social, Cultural, and Recreation Development:
1. Educational Facilities — Schools, Colleges, Universities

a. Townsend — Elementary/High School

http:/'www.ereatschools.net/modperl/browse school/mt/168

b. Helena - College of Technology
hitp://www.umhelena.edu/Friends Visitors/ AboutUMHelena/ ProgramOfferings/tabid/
398/Default.aspx
Helena - Carroll College http://www.carroll.edu/academics/majors.cc
d. Bozeman — Montana State University http://www.montana.edu/

o

2. Social Services — Governmental Services (e.g. demand on)

3. Parks, Playgrounds. & Open Space

1. Yellowstone National Park — 140 miles (2.5 hrs)

a Satellite Image: http://www wikimapia.ore/#yv=446585198&x=-111096230& 7= 1 4&1=0&m=h&v =2
2. Glacier National Park — 230 miles (3.5 hrs)

a. Satellite Image: http://www wikimapia org/#y=48442412&x=-113216858 & 7=12&|=0&m=h&v=2
3. Missouri River fishing access - 850° from property

a. Satellite Image:  hup:/www. wikimapia.org/#v=461717858&x=-111444980&7=1 7&I=0&m=a
4. Toston Dam Boat Launch - 2 miles (fishing, water skiing)

a. Satellite Image: htip:/www wikimapia.ore/#v=46122057&x=-111400789&7=1 7&I-0&m=a
5. Toston Dam / Missouri River Boat Launch — 1.8 miles

a. Satellite Image: http://www. wikimapia.org/#v=46121589&x=-111398556&7=17&I-0&m=a
6. York’s Island Campground — 4 miles (boat ramp. 12 camping sites)

a, Satellite Image: http//www. wikimapia.org/#y=462660548x=-1114925848& 7= 1 6&|=0&m=a
7. Radersburg ORV designated area — 10 miles (400 acres of open riding area)

a.  Satellite Image:http://www wikimapia org/#v=46191908&x=-111646296&z=1 I&|=0&m=a&v=2
8. Crow Creek Campground — 25 miles (good creek fishing, Crow Creek Falls hike)

a. Satellite Image: http//www. wikimapia org/#y=46301829&x=-111735946&z= 1 6&1=0&m=alv=2
9. Canyon Ferry Reservoir — 20 miles (fishing, boating, sailing, kit sailing)

a. Satellite Image: hitp://www.wikimapia org/#y=46413223&x=-11157331 8&z=16&1=0&m=afv=2
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January 31, 2011
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

For more information:
Lori Ryan, Public Information, MDT, (406) 444-6821

MDT will hold final informational meeting to discuss the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
Planning Study

Toston - The Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) is holding the final informational meeting on
the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning Study on Thursday, February 10, 2011, beginning
at 6:00 p.m. The meeting will be held at the Townsend High School Community Room, 201 North
Spruce Street, Townsend, MT. The purpose of the meeting is to present the Draft Study, answer
questions, and solicit input from the public.

Public input is a very important part of the process, and attendance is welcomed and encouraged.
Comments may be submitted at the toll free comment line (1-800-714-7296), in writing at the meeting,
or by mail to Carol Strizich, Project Manager, MDT Statewide and Urban Planning, (406) 444-9240, 2960
Prospect Avenue, Helena, MT. 59620. Please indicate comments are for the Toston Missouri River
Crossing Corridor Planning Study.

MDT initiated the corridor study along US 287 near Toston, Montana, to assess and identify
improvement options for the 2.8-mile segment crossing the Missouri River (from reference marker 86.3
to reference marker 89.1). This segment is the remaining section of roadway between Toston and
Three Forks without planned improvements. This corridor study is a planning study and not a design
project. Improvement options, including realigning U.S. 287, were evaluated based on engineering and
environmental data as well as public, stakeholders, and resource agencies input. Through screening and
analysis two corridor "paths"” are identified as potential locations for development of a new U.S. 287
alignment. Exact roadway configurations will be determined once funding is identified and a project
moves forward with design activities.

The Public Draft of the Corridor Study will be made available on January 31, 2011, for review and
comment. Copies of the Draft can be accessed via the study website at:
www.mdt.mt.gov/pubinvolve/toston. Hard copies will also be made available at the following locations:
* MDT Butte District Office - 3751 Wynne, Butte, MT

* MDT Statewide and Urban Planning Office - 2960 Prospect Ave, Helena, MT

* Townsend Public Library - 201 North Spruce Street, Townsend, MT

* Broadwater County Commission - 515 Broadway Street, Townsend, MT

MDT attempts to provide accommodations for any known disability that may interfere with a person's
participation in any service, program or activity of our department. If you require reasonable
accommodations to participate in this meeting, please call Jeff Key, CDM, (406) 444-1400 at least two
days before the meeting. For the hearing impaired, the TTY number is (406) 444-7696 or 1-800-335-
7592, or call Montana Relay at 711. Alternative accessible formats of this information will be provided
upon request

Project name: Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning Study
Broadwater County
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Informational
Meeting

EPARTIAENT OF TRAMSPORTATION

Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
Planning Study
Thursday, February 10, 2011 6:00 p.m.
Townsend High School - Community
Room
201 N. Spruce St., Townsend, MT

The Montana Department of Transportation
(MDT) invites the public to attend an informational
meeting to discuss the pre-NEPA/MEPA Corri-
dor Study along U.S. Hwy. 287 near Toston. The
purpose of the meeting is to present the Draft Study,
answer questions, and solicit input from the public.

The meeting is open to the public. MDT attempts
to provide accommodations for any known
disability that may interfere with a person’s
participation in any department service, program
or activity. For reasonable accommodations to
participate in this meeting, please contact Jeff
Key at (406) 444-1400 at least two days before
the meeting. For the hearing impaired, the TTY
number is (406) 444-7696 or (800) 335-7592, or
Montana Relay at 711. Alternative accessible
formats of this information will be provided upon
request.

Comments may be submitted in writing at the
meeting, by mail to Carol Strizich, Project
Manager, MDT, P.O. Box 201001, Helena, MT
59620 or online at
www.mdt.mt.gov/mdt/comment_form.shtml
Please indicate comments are for the Toston
Missouri River Corridor Planning Study.
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Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
Planning Study — Public Meeting No. 3

February 10, 2011

Sign-In Sheet
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Sign-In Sheet

Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
Planning Study — Public Meeting No. 3

February 10, 2011
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Welcomel

TOSTON MISSOURI RIVER CROSSING
CORRIDOR PLANNING STUDY

Public Meeting

Thank you for coming!
Your input is greatly appreciated.

MONTANA
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TOSTON MISSOURI RIVER CROSSING
CORRIDOR PLANNING STUDY

Looking northeast at Missouri River Bridge. Looking northeast at Historic Toston Bridge.

Looking north at US Highway 287 and adjacent lands. Looking east at railway, MRL Bridge, and adjacent lands.

Looking northwest at Montana Rail Link and adjacent lands. Looking southeast at MRL Bridge and access road.

)\ Toston Missouri River
5 Corridor Planning Study

107




TOSTON MISSOURI RIVER CROSSING
CORRIDOR PLANNING STUDY

Looking north at US Highway 287 (left) and Flynn Lane (right). Looking west at US Highway 287, Montana Rail Link, and
adjacent lands from Flynn Lane.

Looking north at Flynn Lane and adjacent lands. Looking south at Flynn Lane (left) and US Highway 287 (right).

Looking northeast at Missouri River. Looking northeast at MRL Bridge and Missouri River Bridge.

Toston Missouri River
Corridor Planning Study




Possible Corridor Alignments
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Figure 6-1
Possible Corridor Alignments (on Aerial Photo)

Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Toston Missouri River

} Corridor Planning Study




Possible Corridor Areas

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Figure 6-2
Possible Corridor Areas
Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor

Toston Missouri River
] Corridor Planning Study




Second Level Screening Alignments
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Figure 6-3
Alignments Carried Forward to Second Level Screening N
Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor

Toston Missouri River
) Corridor Planning Study




Possihle Comridor Paths

for Further Development

Figure 6-4
Possible Corridor Paths for Further Development
Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
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Toston Missouri River
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—
Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor

Planning Study — Public Meeting No. 3

February 11, 2011

Comment Sheet

Public comments are an important component to this study! You are invited to give us
your comments, concerns and/or suggestions by email and/or in writing on the attached
form. The filled out form may be left at this meeting or mailed to the address below.
Additionally, you may email your comments to CDM’s project manager, Jeff Key, at
kevialwedm.com. All comments must be received no later than 5:00 p.m. on Monday,
February 21, 2011.

CDM
c/o Jeff Key, PE.
50 West 14th Street, Suite 200
Helena, MT 59601

I have the following comments on the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning
Study:

Name:

Address:

Toston Missouri River
Corridor Planning Study

Email:
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Possible Corridor Paths

for Further Development

Figure 6-4
Possible Corridor Paths for Further Development
Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor

MONTANA

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Toston Missouri River
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Toston Missouri River Corridor Study
(Pre-NEPA/MEPA Planning Effort)

Public Informational Meeting No. 3

February 10, 2011

MONTANA

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION



Outline of Presentation

= Planning Process
* Corridor Study Public Draft Available
= Long Term Improvement Options

= Central Corridor Path

= Eastern Corridor Path

= Short Term Improvement Options

= Next Steps



Planning Process

= Research and analysis of existing roadway conditions
= Environmental Scan
= Documentation of future conditions

= Public, stakeholder and resource agency outreach



Planning Process (continued)

= Development of corridor needs and objectives

» |dentification and screening of short and long term
improvement options

= |dentification of potential funding mechanisms for
improvement options.



Corridor Study Public Draft

Public Draft is available at:

Toston Missouri River

Crossing Corridor
Public Draft Pre-NEPA/MEPA Corridor Stud!

= Townsend Public Library

Broadwater County Commission

MDT Statewide and Urban Planning (Helena, MT)

MDT Butte District Office (Butte, MT)

= Online: www.mdt.mt.gov/pubinvolve/toston/

Your comments and input are greatly appreciated!

Deadline for comments is February 21, 2011



http://www.mdt.mt.gov/pubinvolve/toston/�

Long Term Improvement Options
2Nd'| evel Screening

* Does the alighment meet the corridor needs and objectives?
= Environmental / resource impacts

= Construction / ROW Costs (in 2010 dollars)

Table 6.6 Second Level Screening Criteria Factors
Screening Factors Central Corridor Area Eastern Corridor Area

Does the alignment meet the corridor needs

= ROW impacts
= Constructability

= Length of Alighment

¥ 3
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fishing accass sk proparty s impacte, The | fhing access s proparty s mpactad.
total acreage of the property is 4.24 ac The total a property is

= Public Preference — = |

2 Million 5$10.6-25.3 Millon 510.1-24.5 Milion 12
\depﬂndngon lane configurations) (depanding on lane configuratio (dﬂpendlm an lane configurations) (depending an lan configurations)



2nd'| evel Screening Results

Possible Corridor Alignments
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Central Corridor Path

" Pros:

= Greatest public preference

= Closest to existing travel way, resulting
in lowest overall impacts

= Least impact to irrigated farmland
= Improvement over existing conditions

= Cons:

= Impacts 4(f) fishing access site
= ROW acquisition will be necessary

Approximate cost range (2010 dollars):
$18-41 Million

(depending on lane configuration)

Possible Corrider Paths
for Further Development

8




Eastern Corridor Path

" Pros: e

" Improvement over existing |
conditions B

= | owest cost !

= Lowest environmental resource \ . ' ) —
impacts A

= Shortest bridge length

= Cons:

= Affects irrigation pivots and
cropland

= Public opposition
= ROW acquisition will be necessary

® |Increased route length by 0.59 miles
(compared to existing)

Approximate cost range (2010 dollars):
$17-25 Million

(depending on lane configuration)

Possible Corridor Paths
for Further Development
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Short Term Recommendations

1. Add Southbound Left Turn Bay to US 287 at Toston Frontage
Road (0 to 3 years)

2. Address Sight Distance Obstructions — Intersection of US
287 & S 285 (0 to 3 years)

3. US 287 Shoulder Widening (3 to 5 years)
4. S 285 Realignment (>5 years)

5. US 287 and S 285 Intersection Reconfiguration (3-5 years)

10



Next Steps

= MDT and Broadwater County work together to Identify a

funding mechanism

= Pursue project development

Develop a formal environmental document

Initiate preliminary engineering activities

Finalize design and prepare construction plans package

Let construction contract

11



Funding Sources

Federal Funds
= NHS
= Secondary

= Bridge
= Safety

= Local
= Congressionally directed funds

12



Conclusion

Questions?

Study Website:
http://www.mdt.mt.gov/pubinvolve/toston/

CDM Helena, ATTN: Jeff Key, P.E.
kevia@cdm.com

50 West 14th Street, 2" Floor
Helena, Montana 59601
Tel: 406-441-1400 Fax: 406-449-7725

13
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Toston Missouri River Corridor Planning Study
Public Meeting No. 3 (Notes)
Thursday, February 10, 2011 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. MONTANA

Townsend High School - Community Room
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Introduction

The third public meeting for the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning Study was
held on Thursday, February 10, 2011, from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm at the Townsend High School
Community Room. The purpose of the meeting is to present the Draft Study, answer questions,
and solicit input from the public. The following Planning Team members were present at the
meeting:

= Jeff Ebert (MDT Butte District Administrator)

= Carol Strizich (MDT Statewide and Urban Planning Section)

= Jeff Patten (FHWA)
= Gail Vennes (Broadwater County Commissioner)
= Jeff Key (CDM Project Manager)

= Naomi Fossen (CDM Project Engineer)

Additionally, Audrey Allums from MDT was in attendance. Welcome, introductions, and
opening remarks were made by CDM’s project manager, Jeff Key, who also facilitated the
meeting.

A total of 38 members of the public signed in at the meeting and others were present but didn’t
sign in. This number does not include those individuals on the planning team noted above.

Discussion Items

The meeting began with a PowerPoint presentation discussing the Public Draft Pre-NEPA/MEPA
Corridor Study Report. This report has been made available for public viewing at the Townsend
Public Library, Broadwater County Commission, MDT Statewide and Urban Planning office in
Helena, MDT Butte District office in Butte, and online at: www.mdt.mt.gov/pubinvolve/toston/

CDM L
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The deadline for comments is February 21, 2011.

Since the last public meeting held in October, 2010, a second level screening further analyzed
potential alignment options using to the following criteria:

e Does the alignment meet the corridor needs and objectives?
e Environmental and resource impacts

e Construction and ROW costs (in 2010 dollars)

e ROW impacts

e Constructability

e Length of alignment

e Public Preference

The results of the second level screening identified the central corridor and eastern corridor as
potential paths for realignment.

The Public Draft Pre-NEPA/MEPA Corridor Study Report also presents short term
recommendations for the corridor area. These short term recommendations include the
following:

1. Add southbound left turn bay to US 287 at Toston Frontage Road
2. Address sight distance obstructions — particularly at the intersection of US 287 and S 285
3. Shoulder widening along US 287
4. Realignment of S 285
5. Intersection reconfiguration of US 287 and S 285
The next steps to move a project forward from this corridor study include:
e Identify funding source(s)
e Develop a formal environmental document
e Initiate preliminary engineering activities

e Finalize design and prepare construction plans package

CDM s
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e |Let construction contract

After CDM'’s presentation, the floor was opened for questions and comments. The questions,
discussion topics and responses from the meeting are presented below:

=  How are land value/costs estimated?
0 Conventional ROW appraisals would take place.
=  Where did the traffic data originate?

0 Traffic data was obtained from MDT. A weighted average was taken at different
count locations within the corridor. Within the study area, there were two count
locations used for traffic data.

= Are bridge structures related with traffic volumes?
0 Yes. This will be a design phase determination.

= The Townsend-South EA references 8,000 vehicles per day (vpd) out to the planning
horizon and a growth rate of 4.9%. What are the data sources? What were the count
locations? Funding available from Townsend-South EA?

0 Jeff explained that he isn’t knowledgeable about the Townsend-South numbers,
but that for the Toston Corridor Study the traffic projections were based on the
accepted methodology of going back in time to develop a growth rate for the
future. For example, the roadway planning horizon for the Toston Corridor Study
is 20 years, so traffic volumes from the two count locations were analyzed going
20 years back to calculate a growth rate for the future. This results in a 1.87%
growth percentage per year.

0 He also explained that since the bridges are typically assessed for a 75 year time
frame, the data analyzed is longer term going back. For this segment of the
corridor, there was 38 years of data available, so analyzing that data resulted in a
2.51 percent growth percentage per year.

0 The starting point for future growth projections was the year 2009 ADT’s.
= Isn’t a 4-lane bridge necessary?

0 This corridor study is a high level planning study that does not determine the
design of a project.

CDM R
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Where will fill material go?

0 This is a design phase determination, but Jeff Ebert stated appropriate material
will be reclaimed to the extent practicable.

Was growth and development in the county taken into consideration in the report?

0 This is a design phase element, with possible growth modeling. This study
includes a planning level cost estimate for the improvement options that
includes a range of costs depending on the roadway configurations.

If bridge life is 75 years, would a 5-lane be needed by that time?

0 The design of the bridge will be determined as a project moves forward from this
study.

There is a need for a southbound left turn to Toston.
0 This has been documented in the report as a short term improvement option.
Highway sign obstructions are a concern.
0 This has been identified in the report.
High speeds are a safety concern.
Controlled access will be similar to the remaining US 287 corridor.
Pedestrian and bicycle crossing needs to be incorporated.
Send report to the Toston Post Office.

A flashing light should be installed at the bus stop across from the Bunkhouse Bar.

Conclusion

Written comments on the Draft Report may be sent to by mail, email, or through the study

website.

CDM e

131



SR e
Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor

Planning Study — Public Meeting No. 3

February 10, 2011

Sign-In Sheet

Name Address Email

f% T aTon D277
/ rd

L esTons, T
14 Toston . -t~
ﬂdg& [Mf

| 7D st 7225
Bz 11T

7._
] 7;: m

Banlo D, Neke «r95+o N
MAMH-— Jeson

y O] [y tier sny
mpf‘- Dfonnfmer
'Hss L.h

5of8|Page

132



Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
Planning Study — Public Meeting No. 3

Sign-In Sheet

February 10, 2011
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s
Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
Planning Study — Public Meeting No. 3

February 10, 2011

Comment Sheet

Public comments are an important component to this study! You are invited to give us
your comments, concerns and/or suggestions by email and/or in writing on the attached
form. The filled out form may be left at this meeting or mailed to the address below.
Additionally, you may email your comments to CDM’s project manager, Jeff Key, at

keviai@cdm.com. All comments must be received no later than 5:00 p.m. on Monday,
February 21, 2011.
CDM

c/o Jeff Key, PE.
50 West 14th Street, Suite 200
Helena, MT 59601

I have the following comments on the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning

Study:
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From: Grant, Paul [pgrant@mt.gov]

Sent: Monday, February 08, 2010 7:23 AM

To: AP (E-mail); Carroll Radio 88.5; Helena Civic Television (E-mail); IR; Jefferson County
Courier (E-mail); KBLL-AM/FM Helena (E-mail); KCAP; KFBB Helena (E-mail); KHBB; KRTV-
TV; KTVH-TV; KVCM-FM; KXLH-TV; Lee State Bureau (E-mail); Montana Living (E-mail);
Prospector (E-mail); Queen City News (E-mail); Shawna Swanz; Townsend Star; Three Forks

Herald

Cc: Strizich, Carol; Fossen, Naomi; Watt Levis, Charity; Grant, Paul; Broadwater Commissioners;
Ebert, Jeff; Olsen, Joe; Brosten, Barry; Bruner, Heidy

Subject: MDT will hold public meeting to discuss the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning
Study - Broadwater County No CN#

February 8, 2010
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

For more information:
Carol Strizich, MDT Statewide and Urban Planning, Project Manager, (406) 444-9240

MDT will hold public meeting to discuss the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning
Study

Toston - The Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) is holding the first public meeting
on the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning Study. The meeting will be held on
Tuesday, February 16, 2010, beginning at 6:00 p.m., at the Townsend High School Community
Room, 201 North Spruce Street, Townsend, MT. The purpose of the meeting is to inform the
public on the corridor planning study project scope and purpose, take questions, and solicit
input from the community on the existing conditions and concerns within the corridor.

Community participation is a very important part of the process, and the public is encouraged
to attend. MDT has provided a toll free comment line at 1-800-714-7296. Opinion, comments
and concerns may also be submitted in writing at the meeting, by mail to Carol Strizich, MDT
Statewide and Urban Planning, Project Manager, (406) 444-9240,, 2960 Prospect Avenue, Helena,
MT. 59620. Please indicate comments are for the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
Planning Study. The MDT and CDM will collect and consider all public comments to better
understand the public view of potential issues and concerns within the corridor.

MDT has initiated the process to develop the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
Planning Study. The project study area is a 2.8-mile segment established along U.S. Highway
287 from Reference Marker 86.3 (end point of Townsend-South Project) to Reference Marker
89.1 (beginning point of Toston-South). The corridor planning study will determine cost-
effective ways to address transportation needs within the U.S. 287 corridor near Toston,
Montana. The Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning Study is a pre-NEPA/MEPA study
that allows for earlier planning-level coordination with the public; state and federal
environmental agencies and other agencies, and will develop specific factors that can be used
in the subsequent environmental review process as projects are moved forward from the study.
The corridor study is designed to help facilitate a smooth and efficient transition from
transportation planning to project development/environmental review. It is important to note
that the Corridor Planning Study is developed strictly as a planning project and not a design
project. The results of the study will be applied to determine the level of environmental
documentation to be used prior to continuation of the NEPA/MEPA process and project
implementation.
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Future announcements will be made prior to all public events through the local media and the
project mailing list. Interested parties are encouraged to join the project mailing list by
submitting their name and contact information to Jeff Key at KeyJA@cdm.com.

A project website has been developed and can be access at

www.mdt.mt.gov/pubinvolve/toston

MDT attempts to provide accommodations for any known disability that may interfere with a
person's participation in any service, program or activity of our department. If you require
reasonable accommodations to participate in this meeting, please call Jeff Key, CDM, (406)
444-1400 at least two days before the meeting. For the hearing impaired, the TTY number is
(406) 444-7696 or 1-800-335-7592, or call Montana Relay at 711. Alternative accessible
formats of this information will be provided upon request

Project name: Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning Study Broadwater County
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Public Meeting

EPARTIAENT OF TRAMSPORTATION

Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
Planning Study
Wednesday, October 13, 2010 6:00 p.m.
Townsend High School - Community
Room
201 N. Spruce St., Townsend, MT

The Montana Department of Transportation
(MDT) invites the public to attend a public meet-
ing to discuss the U.S. Hwy. 287 corridor near
Toston. The purpose of the meeting is to inform
the public on the corridor planning study progress,
take questions, and solicit input from the commu-
nity on the potential improvement options in the
corridor.

The meeting is open to the public. MDT attempts
to provide accommodations for any known
disability that may interfere with a person’s
participation in any department service, program
or activity. For reasonable accommodations to
participate in this meeting, please contact Jeff
Key at (406) 444-1400 at least two days before
the meeting. For the hearing impaired, the TTY
number is (406) 444-7696 or (800) 335-7592, or
Montana Relay at 711. Alternative accessible
formats of this information will be provided upon
request.

Comments may be submitted in writing at the
meeting, by mail to Carol Strizich, Project
Manager, MDT, P.O. Box 201001, Helena, MT
59620 or online at
www.mdt.mt.gov/mdt/comment_form.shtml
Please indicate comments are for the Toston
Missouri River Corridor Planning Study.
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Welcomel

TOSTON MISSOURI RIVER CROSSING
CORRIDOR PLANNING STUDY

Public Meeting

Thank you for coming!
Your input is greatly appreciated.

MONTANA
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TOSTON MISSOURI RIVER CROSSING
CORRIDOR PLANNING STUDY

Looking northeast at Missouri River Bridge. Looking northeast at Historic Toston Bridge.

Looking north at US Highway 287 and adjacent lands. Looking east at railway, MRL Bridge, and adjacent lands.

Looking northwest at Montana Rail Link and adjacent lands. Looking southeast at MRL Bridge and access road.

)\ Toston Missouri River
5 Corridor Planning Study
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TOSTON MISSOURI RIVER CROSSING
CORRIDOR PLANNING STUDY

Looking north at US Highway 287 (left) and Flynn Lane (right). Looking west at US Highway 287, Montana Rail Link, and
adjacent lands from Flynn Lane.

Looking north at Flynn Lane and adjacent lands. Looking south at Flynn Lane (left) and US Highway 287 (right).

Looking northeast at Missouri River. Looking northeast at MRL Bridge and Missouri River Bridge.

Toston Missouri River
Corridor Planning Study




—
Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor

Planning Study — Public Meeting No. 2

October 13, 2010

Comment Sheet

Public comments are an important component to this project! You are invited to give us
your comments, concerns and/or suggestions by email and/or in writing on the attached
form. The filled out form may be left at this meeting or mailed to the address below.
Additionally, you may email your comments to CDM’s project manager, Jeff Key, at
kevia@cdm.com.

CDM
c/o Jeff Key, PE.
50 West 14th Street, Suite 200
Helena, MT 59601

I have the following comments on the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning
Study:

Name:

Address:

Toston Missouri River
Corridor Planning Study

Email:
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‘ Toston Corridor Area Survey \

Your input is highly valued. Please complete the following survey indicating your preferred
choice of general corridor area locations for a roadway alignment and bridge crossing on US
287. Please also include the reason for your preferred selection, this information is important
for us in understanding the public opinion.

Note: You may select more than one option. The “No Preference” option indicates that any
option would be acceptable.

Thank you for your time and input.

Of the three (3) possible corridor areas shown, my preferred area for a re-aligned US 287 corri-
dor is in the:

West Area (Red)
Central Area (Yellow)

East Area (Blue)

O O 0O 0O

No Preference

The reason for this is:

THANK YOU FOR TAKING THIS SURVEY!

PLEASE LEAVE SURVEY ON SIGN-IN TABLE
WHEN DONE....
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Possible Corridor Areas
West Area
Central Area

East Area
i Study Area Boundary
[ Land Outside of Study Area

®  Reference Post

—— S-285
== US-287

Railroad
Sources: Base map information from the Natural
Resource Information System (http://nris.mt.gov/),
State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), Montana
Natural Heritage Program (NHP), Department of
Environmental Quality (DEQ), and the Natural
Resource Conservation Service (NRCS). NAIP
color aerial photography from 2009. On system

routes and mile reference posts provided by the
Montana Department of Transportation.

Corridor Area Survey
Possible Corridor Areas
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Toston Missouri River
Corridor Study

(Pre NEPA/MEPA Planning Effort)

Public Informational Meeting
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Outline of Presentation

Goals and Purpose

US 287 Corridor Needs and Objectives

Resource Suitability Analysis

Corridor Concept Areas

Potential Alignment Options

Conclusions, Questions and
Comments




Goals and Purpose of Study

Purpose of Meeting
¢ Present Corridor Concept Areas

¢ Gather public input!

Purpose of Study

Engage the public early!
Identify constraints

ldentify short-range and long-range
Improvements

Identify funding opportunities and
prepare planning level cost estimates

Develop information and data to be
forwarded into the environmental process
If a project moves forward from the study




US 287 Gerricdor
Overview

Neees anel

@hjectives
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Figure 1-1

Project Study Area : Toston Missouri River
Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor e S :

0 2000 4,000 &,000 February 1, 2010 Corridor Planmng StUdy
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Other Planned Work in the
Area

¢ Toston — North
¢ Pavement Preservation Project

¢ Toston — South
¢ Reconstruction

¢ Townsend — South Passing Lanes
¢ Reconstruction




US 287 Corridor Issues

¢ Substandard horizontal and vertical curve
on the MRL Bridge

Substandard vertical curve south of the
Missouri River Bridge

Inadequate roadside clear zone (~width)

Substandard cut and fill slopes

Narrow roadway width

Inadequate sight distance

High crash trends compared to similar
routes statewide

Driver expectancy (corridor continuity
relative to alignment & grade)




Corridor Needs & Objectives

Need

Improve safety by reducing traffic conflicts and
crashes within the US 287 corridor study area

Objectives

¢ Upgrade the sub-standard horizontal and

vertical alignments to meet current MDT design
standards to the extent practicable

Provide adequate clear zones by upgrading
shoulder widths and cut and fill slopes to meet current
MDT design standards to the extent practicable

Improve vehicle turning movements at
public access points and private approaches by providing
appropriate features commensurate with the types of
traffic encountered at specific access locations




Corridor Needs & Objectives

Need

Improve operation and functionality of the
roadway

Obijectives

¢ Improve the surfacing width for consistency
with other segments of US 287 and to meet current MDT
design standards

Provide a roadway that accommodates

existing and future capacity demands to the
extent practicable

Provide modifications to the roadway

horizontal alignment and vertical profile to
meet current MDT design standards to the extent
practicable

Meet design and construction criteria
relative to horizontal and vertical clearances from railroad
service and track infrastructure

Consider non-motorized needs within the
corridor




Corridor Needs & Objectives

Other Objectives

¢ Minimize the environmental resource
impacts of improvement options for the corridor

Maintain traffic within the corridor to the extent
practicable

Provide appropriate access to the town of
Toston, Secondary Route 285, and other public and
private approaches during construction

Perpetuate agricultural and other unique
vehicle movements during construction

Recognize and accommodate the diverse

nature of corridor “thru” traffic - such as recreational
vehicles and semi-truck/trailers




RESOUFCE
“Sutalolity
Analysis™
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Suitability Analysis

¢ Broad view assessment of areas that
may be most suitable for potential
roadway re-alignment

Previously identified resources and
“areas of concern”

ArcGIS software tool utilized to
“weigh” different resource areas
according to a scaled system

When combined, a “weighted overlay”
Is calculated to identify desirable and
undesirable areas to consider




Weighted Overlay Results

ZQis\P ublic DO T \Togtonhd XDV0verlay 220101 008.m xd

[ Results of Raster Weighted Overlay

. Undesirable

| Desirable

Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor

i1 Study Area Boundary

[ Land Outside of Study Area
@  Reference Post
= 5285
Us-287

Railroad

Sources. Base map information fram the N atural
Resource Information System (hitp#nns.mt.gowd,
State Historic Preservation Ofice (SHPO), Montana
MNatural Hertage Program (MHP), Departrnent of
Ervironmental Guality (DEQ), and the Natural
Resource Conservation Service (NRECS) NAIP
color aenal photography from 2009, On system
routes and mile reference posts provided by the
Montana Department of Transportation.

There were 10 raster layers. Each of these

layers was assigned avariety of scale values

with 1 being the most desirable areas to locate

a new route and 10 being least desirable areas.

Listed below are the 10 rasters with the percent

influence inthe overlay process:

Famiard 9% ERRECY)
Osprey Nest - 5% O
Potential Wetlands - 12%

Bobalink - 6%

Bald Eagle - 10%

MRHP Eligible Property - 5%

MRL Track - 15%

Land Use - 17%

Hazardous Materials - 5%

Migsourn Width - 20%

The next step inthe processis calculating the
areas where a potential new route could be
located. This is done by maximizing travel
through green areas and minimizing (or
eliminating) trawel through yellow, orande
orred areas

Figure 7-2 N
Weighted Overlay Results
Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor

) Toston Missouri River
| Corridor Planning Study
0 2000 4000 6,000 October 8, 2010
—___———|# DRAFT
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Possible Corridor Areas

Possible Corridor Areas

Figure 7-5
Possible Corridor Areas
Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor

Toston Missouri River
! Corridor Planning Study
October 8, 2010
DRAFT




Corridor Concept Areas
(West)

2

Large sweeping curve to the west of the
existing US 287 highway

Results in longer bridges skewed to the
river and tracks (high $$%)

Possible impacts to Bunkhouse Bar and
County development plans

Moves highway farther away from Toston

Reduces overall lane-mileage of highway

High fills, long bridges & difficult access
considerations




West Corridor Area

ZgistP ublic DO T Vostonh KDComidorest 20101008 .m s

* [Influence on S-285 Intersection

¢ |Potential Resource Impacts
¢+ |Improvements to Safety

* |Lane Mileage

West Area

Central Area
East Area

¢ | *| * |Effects to Presently Travelled Way (PTW)

IMPACT
High
. Moderate
. Low

Possible Corridor Area

[ ] West Area

Possible Corridor Alignments
=== Alignment A
=== Mignment B

|| Study Area Boundary
[ Land Outside of Study Area
@  Reference Post

S-2685
Us-287

Rairoad

Sources. Base map infarmation from the Matural
Resource Information Systemn (hitp:#nns.mt.gov,
State Historic Preseryation Office (SHPO), Maontana
Matural Hentage Program (NHP), Department of
Ervironmental Quality (DEQ), and the Natural
Resource Conservation Service (NRCS). MAIP
color aerial photography from 2009, On system
routes and mile reference posts provided by the
tontana Department of Transportation.

Figure 7-6 | N

West Corridor Area
Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor

0 2000 4000 6,000 October 8, 2010

Toston Missouri River
Corridor Planning Study
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Corridor Concept Areas
(Central)

¢ Utilizes existing US 287 corridor to the
greatest extent possible

Constructs bridges on a tangent over the
river and rail lines

Can use existing PTW and associated fill
($$% savings)

Possible impact to corner of fishing
access site

Keeps approximate same lane-mileage as
current US 287 roadway

Fills extended & possible irrigation
Impacts




Central Corridor Area

Z2gis'P ublicW DO T \Tostond XDVC omidorCentral 20101008 .m xd

Improvements to Safely

: |Effects to Presently Travelled Way (P TVY)

: |Potential Resource Impacts
« |[Influence on S-285 Intersection

« |Lane Mileage

West Area
Central Area
East Area
IMPACT
High
. Moderate
Low

Possible Corridor Area

|:| Central Area

Possible Corridor Alignments

=== Alignment G
Alignment D
Alignment E
Alignment F
Alignment G
Alignment H
! Study Area Boundary
Land Outside of Study Area
Reference Post

S-286
1Us-287

Railroad

Sources: Base map information from the M atural
Resource Information System (hitp:#nns.mt.gowd,
State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), Montana
Matural Hertage Program (MHP), Department of
Erironmental Ciuality (DEC), and the Natural
Resource Conservation Service (NRCS). NAIP
color aerial photography from 2009, On system
routes and mile reference posts provided by the
Montana Departrent of Transportation.

Figure 7-7

Central Corridor Area

Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
0 2,000 4000 6,000

e ™ e " —

October 8, 2010
DRAFT

Toston Missouri River
Corridor Planning Study
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Corridor Concept Areas
(=5

¢

Routes highway east of Toston

Perpendicular bridge crossing over river and
rail results in shortest span length (less $$9%)

Route would have least overall impacts to
iIdentified resources areas

Route would increase lane-mileage compared
to existing

S-285 connection would be reconfigured

Would not meet driver expectancy

High fills, shorter bridges & access
considerations




East Corridor Area

Zgis'P ublic® DO T TostonW X DVComidorE sst_ 20101008 .mxd

Potential Resource Impacts
Improvements to Safety

¢ |Influence on S-285 Intersection
* |Lane Mileage
3 |+ | ¢ |Effects to Presently Travelled VWay (PTW)

West Area

Central Area
East Area

IMPACT
suw High
o Moderate
. Low

Possible Corridor Area

|:| East Area

Possible Comidaor Alignments
Alignment |

Alignment J

i ! Study Area Boundary
- Land Outside of Study Area
@  Reference Post

5285
s-287

Railroad

Sources: Base map information from the M atural
Resource Information System (hitpc#nns.mt.gowd,
State Historic Preservation Ofce (SHPO), Montana
Matural Hertage Program (MHP), Department of
Erwvironmental Cluality (DECY, and the Matural
Resource Conservation Service (NRCS). NAIP
color aetial photography from 2009, On system
routes and mile reference posts provided by the
tontana Department of Transportation.

Figure 7-8

East Corridor Area

Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
0 2,000 4000 5000
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October 8, 2010
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Potential Alignment Options

¢ Ten (10) initial alignment options

Two options west of existing
roadway

Six options near/around existing
roadway

Two options east of Toston

¢ Options are broad concepts that can
meet FHWA design criteria

¢ Options are developed to minimize
Impacts to resources

¢ Other options could be developed as
well




Next Steps

¢ Solicit public input on possible corridor
areas

Evaluate public input with other factors to
“screen” possible corridor areas

Select one possible corridor area for
future alignment development

Identify potential improvement options
and document accordingly

Develop Draft Corridor Study Report

Final public meeting to present Corridor
Study Report and recommendations




Conclusion

Questions, answers and/or comments?

Study Website:

http://www.mdt.mt.qgov/pubinvolve/toston/

Study Newsletters:

MDTH

Study Contact:

CDM Helena, ATTN: Jeff Key, P.E.
keyja@cdm.com

50 West 14t Street, 2"d Floor
Helena, Montana 59601
Tel: 406-441-1400 Fax: 406-449-7725




Toston Missouri River Corridor Planning Study
Public Meeting No. 2 (Notes)
Wednesday, October 13, 2010 6.:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. MONTANA

Townsend High School - Community Room
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Introduction

The second public meeting for the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning Study was
held on Wednesday, October 13, 2010, from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm at the Townsend High School
Community Room. The purpose of the meeting was to inform the public on the progress of the
study and solicit comments and concerns about the west, central, and east corridors. The
following Planning Team members were present at the meeting:

= Jeff Ebert (MDT Butte District Administrator)

= Carol Strizich (MDT Statewide and Urban Planning Section)
= Deb Wambach (MDT Environmental Services Bureau)

= Gail Vennes (Broadwater County Commissioner)

= Jeff Key (CDM Project Manager)

= Jamie Jespersen (CDM Project Planner)

In addition, Elaine Gravelley, Broadwater County Commissioner, was in attendance. Welcome
and opening remarks were made by CDM’s project manager, Jeff Key, who also facilitated the
meeting.

A total of 15 members of the public attended this second public meeting. This number does not
include those individuals on the planning team noted above. All new attendees will be added to
the project mailing list.

Discussion Items

The meeting began with a PowerPoint presentation reviewing the goals, purpose, needs and
objectives of the Corridor Study. Additionally, the suitability analysis, corridor concept areas,
and potential alignment options were presented.
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After CDM'’s presentation, the floor was opened for questions. The results of the questions and

discussion topics evolving from the meeting are presented below:

Were economic development opportunities considered in developing the east corridor?
Were impacts to pivot systems considered in the east corridor?

How and when will the project develop precise costs?

Overall support for the central corridor.

The Radersburg Road junction needs to be moved because its current location is
dangerous.

How high do traffic volumes need to get to consider a 4-lane roadway?

There is a 5-lane section to the north and south of the corridor study area. Additionally
there is a 5-lane bridge to the south of the corridor study area. With this project, MDT
should look into designing bridges with 5 lanes for future expansion.

Decreased ADT.

Conclusion

The next public meeting is scheduled for early December, 2010.
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MONTANA

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: FOR MORE INFORMATION:
January 19, 2010 Carol Strizich
MDT Project Manager
406-444-9240

Toston — The Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) is holding the first public meeting on the
Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning Study. The meeting will be held on Tuesday,
February 16, 2010, from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm, at the Townsend High School Community Room, 201
North Spruce Street. The purpose of the meeting is to inform the public on the corridor planning study
project scope and purpose, take questions, and solicit input from the community on the existing
conditions and concerns within the corridor.

The Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) has initiated the process to develop the Toston
Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning Study. The project study area is a 2.8 mile segment
established along US Highway 287 from Reference Post (RP) 86.3 (end point of Townsend-South
Project) to RP 89.1 (beginning point of Toston-South). The corridor planning study will determine cost-
effective ways to address transportation needs within the US 287 corridor near Toston, Montana.

The Toston Missouri River Corridor Planning Study is a pre-NEPA/MEPA study that allows for earlier
planning-level coordination with the public, resource and other agencies, and will develop specific
factors that can be used in the subsequent environmental review process as projects are moved
forward from the study. The corridor study is designed to help facilitate a smooth and efficient
transition from transportation planning to project development/environmental review. It is important to
note that the Corridor Planning Study is developed strictly as a planning project and not a design
project. The results of the study will be used to determine the level of environmental documentation to
be used prior to continuation of the NEPA/MEPA process and project implementation.

The general public is invited to participate in the public meeting scheduled for Tuesday, February 16,
2010. Announcements will be made prior to all public events through local media and the project
mailing list. Those with specific interest in the study are encouraged to join the project mailing list by
submitting their name and contact information to Jeff Key at KeyJA@cdm.com. A project website has
been developed and can be access at www.mdt.mt.gov/pubinvolve/toston. MDT has provided a toll
free comment line at 1-800-714-7296. The public may also provide input or questions by contacting
Carol Strizich, the MDT Project Manager, at 406-444-9240 or mailing 2960 Prospect Avenue, Helena,
Montana, 59620. The MDT and CDM wiill collect and consider all public comments to better
understand the public view of potential issues and concerns within the corridor.

To:

Helena Independent Record, Newsroom, |RStaff@HelenalR.com

The Townsend Star, News Department, TStarMT@MT.net

Associated Press Montana, News Department, APMontana@ap.org

Bozeman Daily Chronicle, Press Release Department, citydesk@dailychronicle.com
The Belgrade News, Managing Editor, AMalby@belgrade-news.com
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MONTANA

Public Meeting

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Toston Missouri River

Corridor Planning Study

Tuesday, February 16, 2010 6:00 p.m.
Townsend High School — Community Room
201 North Spruce Street, Townsend

The Montana Department of Transportation
invites the public to attend a public meeting to
discuss the US 287 corridor near Toston. The
purpose of the meeting is to inform the public on
the corridor planning study scope and purpose,
take questions, and solicit input from the
community on the existing conditions and
concerns within the corridor.

The meeting is open to the public. MDT attempts to provide
accommodations for any known disability that may interfere
with a person’s participation in any department service,
program or activity. For reasonable accommodations to
participate in this meeting, please contact Jeff Key at (406)
441-1400 at least two days before the meeting. For the hearing
impaired, the TTY number is (406) 444-7696 or (800) 335-
7592, or Montana Relay at 711. Alternative accessible formats
of this information will be provided upon request.

Comments may be submitted in writing at the meeting; by mail
to Carol Strizich, MDT at
P.O. Box 201001, Helena, MT 59620; or online at

www.mdt.mt.gov/pubinvolve/toston/
Please indicate comments are for the Toston Missouri River

Corridor Planning Study.
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" | Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
~ |Planning Study — Public Meeting No. 1

February 16, 2010

Sign-In Sheet
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'Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor

" Planning Study — Public Meeting No. 1

February 16, 2010
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Welcomel

TOSTON MISSOURI RIVER CROSSING
CORRIDOR PLANNING STUDY

Public Meeting

Thank you for coming!
Your input is greatly appreciated.

MONTANA
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION



TOSTON MISSOURI RIVER CROSSING
CORRIDOR PLANNING STUDY

Looking northeast at Missouri River Bridge. Looking northeast at Historic Toston Bridge.

Looking north at US Highway 287 and adjacent lands. Looking east at railway, MRL Bridge, and adjacent lands.

Looking northwest at Montana Rail Link and adjacent lands. Looking southeast at MRL Bridge and access road.

)\ Toston Missouri River
5 Corridor Planning Study
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TOSTON MISSOURI RIVER CROSSING
CORRIDOR PLANNING STUDY

Looking north at US Highway 287 (left) and Flynn Lane (right). Looking west at US Highway 287, Montana Rail Link, and
adjacent lands from Flynn Lane.

Looking north at Flynn Lane and adjacent lands. Looking south at Flynn Lane (left) and US Highway 287 (right).

Looking northeast at Missouri River. Looking northeast at MRL Bridge and Missouri River Bridge.

Toston Missouri River
Corridor Planning Study




Toston Missouri River
Corridor Planning Study

Public Informational Meeting
No. 1

February 16, 2010




Purpose of this Meeting

¢ Introduce the Toston Missouri River
Corridor Planning Study

¢ ldentify partners & stakeholders
¢ Explain public involvement process

¢ Describe initial work completed on
study and scope of remaining tasks

¢ Solicit comments and concerns from
the public in attendance

¢ Informal discussions after the
presentation



Outline of Presentation

¢ Goals and Purpose
o US 287 Corridor Overview
¢ Corridor Planning vs. NEPA/MEPA

¢ Stakeholders / Public Involvement /
Schedule

¢ Existing Conditions in the Corridor

¢ Conclusions, Questions and
Comments



Goals and Purpose of Study

¢ Engage the public early!
¢ ldentify constraints

¢ ldentify short-range and long-range
Improvements

¢ Develop planning level cost estimates

¢ Develop information and data to be
forwarded into the environmental
process as a project moves forward
from the study

Corridor Planning




US 287 Gorridor
Owverview




~ Locator Map

Land Ownership within Study Area
Private Land

Figure 1-1
Project Study Area
Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor

0 B f

February 1, 2010
DBRAFT

Toston Missouri River

| Corridor Planning Study




Proposed Improvements for
US 287 Within Corridor Study
Area

¢ Toston — North
¢ Pavement Preservation Project

¢ Toston — South
¢ Reconstruction

¢ Townsend — South Passing Lanes
¢ Reconstruction



Cerricder Planning
VS
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What Iis a Corridor Planning
Study?

¢ Pre-NEPA/MEPA Corridor Study

¢ Not a NEPA/MEPA* Study or
Environmental Study

¢ Not a Preliminary or Final Design
Project

¢ Not a Construction or
Maintenance Project

¢ Not a Right of Way Acquisition
project

* The National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) / Montana Environmental Policy
Act (MEPA) is a policy for the protection

of the natural environment and human
health and welfare and is carried out by
promoting efforts to prevent or eliminate
damage to the environment.




Corridor Planning and
Corridor Studies

Corridor Study

A detailed evaluation of an existing
transportation system within a
designated corridor including factors
and issues affecting the system and
recommendations for how the system
should be changed to meet long-term
transportation needs

Corridor Planning

PolicyDirection




Corridor Planning Approach

¢ A corridor is identified for analysis
¢ Corridor studies:

¢ Are a‘“high level scan”
o Define transportation issues/problems
¢ Assesses a broad range of options

¢ Considers social, economic, and
environmental effects at an early stage

¢ Provides alevel of analysis that can
support informed and sustainable
decisions

11



Corridor Planning Approach

¢ Corridor studies:

+ ldentify cost-effective and feasible
strategies

¢ Consider community concerns and
values

¢ Fosters greater cooperation among
agencies and other stakeholders

¢ Extends the participation of these
parties through the NEPA/MEPA
Process

¢ Can streamline the overall process

12



Corridor Planning Approach

¢ Corridor planning:

¢ Informs the NEPA/MEPA process
— Issues ldentification

— Purpose and Need
— Alternatives Development
— Technical Analyses

— Information on Impacts

¢ Reduces the cost of environmental
Process

¢ Speeds project delivery

13



Corridor Planning Approach

¢ Corridor planning:

¢ Provides early and continuous
Involvement

o Prioritize future transportation
Improvements based on financial
feasibility

+ l|dentifies corridor management
strategies

14



Stalkeholoders

Public
AVOIVEMEnT
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Stakeholders

¢ Study Planning Team
¢ MDT
¢ FHWA
¢ Broadwater County
¢ Consultant
¢ Stakeholders
¢ City of Townsend
¢ Broadwater County
¢ Montana Rail Link
o BNSF Railway
4

Economic Development
Corporations

16



Stakeholders

¢ Stakeholders

\ 4
4
4

Townsend School District
US 287 User’s Group

Water User’s Group (Missouri
River)

o Toston Irrigation District
o Pat Barnes Chapter of Trout

Unlimited

County Fire Departments and
Emergency Medical Personnel

County Sheriff and Montana State
Highway Patrol

¢ Landowners in the Corridor
¢ Resource and Regulatory Agencies

7



Public Involvement Activities

¢ Three public informational meetings

¢ Presentations to Broadwater County
Commission

¢ One-on-one outreach to select
landowners and project stakeholders

¢ Other Outreach Efforts
¢ Project newsletters
¢ Website/Toll Free line
¢ Informal meetings

18



Project Schedule

¢ Project Kick-off Meeting Held
December 16, 2009

¢ Draft Corridor Study Document
(~ August 2010)

¢ Final Corridor Study Document
(~October 2010)

{5



EXISTng
onelitions in the
Corricor
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Corridor Overview

¢ Rural Principal Arterial — Non-Interstate
National Highway System (NHS) route

¢ Predominant route between major cities
and towns

¢ Significance to interstates

¢ Functional classification determines design
speed and associated highway geometrics
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Existing Traffic Volumes

Toston Missouri River Corridor AADT
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Existing Crash Trends

Safety issues are a significant concern

A 10-year period of crash data was
analyzed (01/01/1999 — 12/31/2008)

59 total crashes in the 10-year period
¢ 26 occurred on bridge near MP 88
¢ 45 were single vehicle crashes (76.3 %)
¢ 10 involved wild animals (17.0 %)
¢ 14 involved guardrail (23. 7%)
Rumble strips installed 2006

US Highway 287 Crash Statistics (MP 86.1 — 89.1)
(from January 1, 1999 — December 31, 2008

Statewide Average NINHS Routes Study Area

All Vehicles Crash Rate 1.07 1.32

All Vehicles Severity Index 2.20 2.64

All Vehicles Severity Rate 2.36 4.28

Total Recorded Crashes 59

Source: MDT Traffic and Safety
Bureau, 2009.
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Railroad Bridge Crossing

¢ US 287 bridge crossing over the MRL track
(MP 88.05)

¢ EXxisting bridge structure is ~386 feet in
length

¢ Bridge rail was retrofitted with concrete
barrier

¢ Horizontal separation and vertical
clearance criteria exists

¢ Important for this study’s conceptual
Improvement option(s)

24



Missouri River Bridge
Crossing

2

Existing bridge structure is ~690 feet Iin
length

28 feet in width

Bridge rail was retrofitted with concrete
barrier

Continuous steel girders (main span)
Concrete T-beam for end spans
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Environmental Resources

¢ Surface Waters

¢ Floodplain

¢ Irrigation Systems

¢ Threatened and Endangered Species
¢ Species of Special Concern
¢ Wetlands

¢ Wildlife

¢ Fisheries

¢ Cultural Resources

¢ Recreation

¢ Prime Farmland

¢ Hazardous Waste Sites

¢ Noise

¢ Air Quality ¢ Noxious Weeds
¢ Geology ¢ Private Development

26
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Figure 3-5
Animal Species of Concern
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Figure 3-11
Geology
Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
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Environmental Scan

¢ Environmental scan will be completed
In short term

¢ Helps provide sufficient information to
compare conceptual improvement
options

¢ Fatal flaws?

o Greater or lesser impacts

¢ Can impacts be avoided, minimized or
mitigated — and at what cost?

¢ Procedural hurdles?

¢ Environmental resource & regulatory
agencies input
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Next Steps

¢ Continue study coordination and
outreach

¢ Complete existing conditions and data
gathering efforts

¢ Begin analysis of transportation
needs

¢ Begin identification of potential
Improvement options for the corridor
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Next Steps

¢ Solicit comments from the public

¢ Review the displays - comment/edit
preliminary information

& Areas of concern
¢ Known constraints

¢ General perception / ideas about the
corridor
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Conclusion

Questions, answers and/or comments?

Study Website:

http://www.mdt.mt.qgov/pubinvolve/toston/

Study Newsletters:

ot

CDM Helena, ATTN: Jeff Key, P.E.
kevia@cdm.com

50 West 14th Street, 2"d Floor
Helena, Montana 59601
Tel: 406-441-1400 Fax: 406-449-7725
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Toston Missouri River Corridor Planning Study

Public Meeting No. 1 (Notes)
Tuesday, February 16, 2010 6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. MONTANA

Townsend High School - Community Room
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Introduction

The first public meeting for the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning Study was held
on Tuesday, February 16, 2010, from 6:00 pm to 8:30 pm at the Townsend High School
Community Room. The purpose of the meeting was to inform the public on the study and solicit
comments and concerns about the corridor. The following Planning Team members were
present at the meeting:

= Jeff Ebert (MDT Butte District Administrator)

= Carol Strizich (MDT Statewide and Urban Planning Section)

= Barry Brosten (MDT Environmental Services Bureau)

= Deb Wambach  (MDT Environmental Services Bureau)

= Jeff Patten (FHWA Operations Engineer)

= Bob Burkhardt = (FHWA Statewide Planning & Structures Engineer)
= Gail Vennes (Broadwater County Commissioner)

= Jeff Key (CDM Project Manager)

= Naomi Fossen (CDM Project Engineer)

In addition, Elaine Graveley and Laura Obert, Broadwater County Commissioners, were in
attendance. Welcome and opening remarks were made by MDT’s Jeff Ebert. CDM’s project
manager, Jeff Key, facilitated the meeting.

A total of 28 members of the public attended this first public meeting. This number does not
include those individuals on the planning team noted above. Of the 28 members of the public in
attendance, eleven individuals were neither on the corridor landowner list or the list of Toston
residents. Accordingly, these eleven individuals have been added to the project mailing list.

m lofl12|Page
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Discussion Items

The meeting began with a PowerPoint presentation introducing the corridor planning study, a
description of NEPA/MEPA, and the approach for the study. An overview of the corridor was

presented including the significance of the highway classification, traffic volumes, crash

statistics, and bridge crossings over the railroad and Missouri River. Graphics of known

environmental constraints were shown as potential areas of concerns throughout the corridor.

After CDM'’s presentation, the floor was open for any questions. The results of the questions

and discussion topics evolving from the meeting are presented below:

Consideration should be given for a 50-year planning horizon for the planning study
versus a 20-year study.

Thought should be given to holding future public meetings in Toston at the Fire Hall.

There are several school bus and postal routes through the corridor. Thought and
consideration should be made to these routes and the affect they have on the function
and flow of the corridor.

There is a lot of activity south of the bridge with the Fire Department and the
Bunkhouse Bar.

There are several restrictions at the bridge approaches. In particular, geometric and
pavement issues on both ends of the bridge.

Visual obstructions are caused by several signs posted at the intersection of Hwy 285
and 287. Special comment being given when making a left turn from Hwy 285 onto Hwy
287.

The sight distance at the south end of the bridge should be further investigated. It was
thought that the original construction resulted in the grade being 5 feet lower in this
location, likely adversely affecting the sight distance.

Reference was made to the Laurel Bridge and icy road conditions. That structure is on a
long curve and can be very dangerous during winter conditions. Such winter conditions
and the bridge should be given significant consideration.

Bicycle and pedestrian facilities should be addressed throughout the corridor. Bicycle
and pedestrian usage is permitted along all public roads within Montana.

The location of the Bunkhouse Bar and the Fire Station at the south end of the bridge
has resulted in an important access point within the corridor.

m 20f12|Page
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= Alarger corridor study area should be explored. In particular, the entire corridor from
Helena to Three Forks.

= Consider introducing a reduction in the speed limit through the corridor.

= The potential for new dumpster sites may influence the flow of traffic within the
corridor, and mainly along Hwy 285.

One-On-One Discussion Iltems

The meeting concluded with an opportunity for the public to look at the display boards and
graphics and provide any comments, suggestions, and/or concerns to the Planning Team
members. The public was encouraged to write on the display boards and offer additional
information. The following topics were discussed with Planning Team members:

= There has been discussion of potentially opening a dumpster site south of Hwy 285 in an
old gravel spot. This would increase traffic and safety concerns on Hwy 285 and the
intersection with Hwy 287.

= Suggest a preferred bike route to detour the bridges over the railroad and the Missouri
River and take the Historic Toston Bridge. The route would be more scenic and safer for
bicyclists. Introduce a beautification aspect to the study to encourage the alternative
bike route.

= Consider placing a new bridge at MP 88 in the location of the old sugar beet farm.

= |n addition to the crash data, there is interest to see the number of fatalities through the
corridor.

= Alandowner has observed the Fishing Access Site gets light to moderate use. The main
use is either the Toston Dam to the Fishing Access Site or the Fishing Access Site to York
Island or Townsend.

= A mainirrigation canal is located at approximately MP 88.

= There have been numerous sightings of wildlife within the corridor. Particularly,
antelope, elk, mule deer, whitetail deer, mountain lions, and black bear.

= |nthe Note section of the Wildlife Corridor Areas graphic, consider replacing the words
are and throughout with maybe and within/near, respectively.

m 3o0f12|Page
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= The Osprey nest located near the Fishing Access Site has not been shown on the Wildlife
Corridor Areas graphic. Consider showing this location on the graphic? The
Environmental Scan Report documents the presence of Osprey within the corridor and
its protection under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act.

= Alandowner indicated an area on the Animal Species of Concern graphic indicating a
known area in which bald eagles have a winter roost area.

= A member of the public indicated that MDT received a revocable easement from the
railroad that allows them to have the bridge crossing over the tracks. The individual
thought that the railroad could revoke the easement at any time, which concerns this
individual if time and expense for a new bridge is made but the railroad can prohibit any
future construction.

= |nvolve the safety of postal carriers into future planning throughout the corridor.
= Further investigate where land use classifications come from.

= The abandoned mine displayed on the Hazardous Material graphic was remediated in
the summer of 2009.

Conclusion

The next public meeting is scheduled for early August, 2010.
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Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
Planning Study — Public Meeting No. 1

February 16, 2010
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Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
Planning Study — Public Meeting No. 1

February 16, 2010
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Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
Planning Study — Public Meeting No. 1

February 16, 2010

Comment Sheet

Public comments are an important component to this project! You are invited to give us
your comments, concerns and/or suggestions by email and/or in writing on the attached
form. The filled out form may be left at this meeting or mailed to the address below.
Additionally, you may email your comments to CDAM’s project manager, Jeff Key, at
keviaftledm.com.
CDM
c/o Jeff Key, L.
50 West 14th Street, Suite 200
Helena, MT 59601

I have the following comments on the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning

Study:
e pThacthel _Zx babrf~fF

Mame:

Addressi§7+¢ 5 05 ffw VAF Toston Missouri River
FosTom, beT, STEYS Corridor Planning Study

Email:

-’"rl"‘#-ﬁ érﬁ z‘ﬁ}_}'—. /‘V-f?d_
(=]
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Toston Missouri River Crossing

Corridor Study Newsletter 3
. —— "_"'—_"_".!“

IN THIS ISSUE:

= Draft Corridor Study
Highlights

= Long-Term Improvement
Options

= Short-Term Improvement
Options

= Corridor Paths Graphic

= Study Contacts

Toston Missouri River
=/ Corridor Planning Study

na (looking

Draft Corridor Study Highlights

Needs and Objectives for
the Corridor Study:

v" Improve safety by
reducing traffic
conflicts and crashes

v Improve operation
and functionality of
the roadway

v Minimize
environmental
resource impacts

Final Public Meeting
Thursday, February 10,
2011
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Townsend High School -
Community Room
201 North Spruce Street

We hope to see you there!

The Montana Department of
Transportation (MDT) initiated a
corridor study along US 287 near
Toston, Montana, to assess and
identify improvement options for the
2.8-mile segment, from RP 86.3 to RP
89.1. This segment is the remaining
section of roadway between Toston
and Three Forks without planned
improvements. This corridor study
was developed strictly as a planning
study and not a design project.

This pre-NEPA/MEPA corridor
planning process included:
e Research and analysis of
existing roadway conditions;
e Preparation of an
Environmental Scan;
e Documentation of projected
future conditions;
¢ I|dentification of stakeholder
and resource agency
concerns;
¢ Assessment/identification of
potential improvement
options; and
¢ I|dentification of potential
funding sources.

The draft Corridor Study will be
available January 31, 2011 for public
review and comment.

S

Roadway issues identified based on
the assessment of existing conditions
include:
e Roadway geometry
(horizontal and vertical),
e Roadway fill slopes,
e Narrow roadway width,
¢ Higher crash trend compared
to statewide average, and
e Skewed access points.

Improvement options, including
realigning US 287, were evaluated
based on engineering and
environmental data as well as
public, stakeholder, and resource
agencies input. Ten potential
alignments were initially developed
to address the needs and objectives
for the study area and were
presented at the public meeting
held on October 13, 2010. Through
further analysis and screening, the
ten alignments were narrowed down
to two corridor “paths” as potential
locations for development of a new
US 287 alignment. Exact roadway
configurations will be determined
once funding is identified and a
project moves forward with design
activities

MONTANA

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
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STUDY CONTACTS:

Carol Strizich

MDT Project Manager

406.444.9240 Long-Term Improvement Options
CStrizich@mt.gov

Through detailed screening analysis, costs and impacts to resources and individual
parcels were evaluated. The screening analysis included the following factors:

Jeff Ebert
MDT Butte Administrator Cor.ndor needs and obje(;t|ves
Environmental/Resource impacts
406.494.9600 Construction/ROW costs
ROW impacts

JEbert@mt.gov

Constructability
Length of alignment
Public preference

NogosrwdbPE

Jeff Key, P.E.
The results of the analysis identified no fatal flaws with developing a relocated US 287

CDM Project Manager alignment within either the central corridor path or the eastern corridor path as
406.441.1400 shown on page 3.

KeyJA@cdm.com The pre-NEPA/MEPA corridor study process is a high level planning study and exact
future roadway configurations are not developed at this time. A project can move
forward once funding is identified.

MONTANA

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Central Corridor Path Eastern Corridor Path
Pros: Pros:
0 Public preference 0 Improvement to existing
o0 Close to existing travel way, conditions
resulting in lowest overall 0 Lowest cost
impacts 0 Lowest environmental resource
0 Leastimpact to irrigated impacts
farmland o Shortest bridge length
0 Improvement to existing
conditions Cons:
o0 Affects irrigation pivots and
Cons: cropland
o0 Impacts 4(f) fishing access site 0 Public opposition
o0 Increased route length by 0.59
Approximate cost range miles (compared to existing)

(2010 dollars):
Approximate cost range
$18-41 Million (2010 dollars):
(depending on lane configuration)
: $17-25 Million
7 AR (depending on lane configuration)

Looking east at MRL Railway
and private land.

Page 2 Study Newsletter e Issue 3 « January 2011




as_Dey_20110106.mxd

i
E
=
2
=
B
£
i
=
i—
=
s
L2
=
g
2
=
i

Possible Corridor Paths

for Further Development

Possible Corridor Paths for Further Development
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Short-Term Improvement Options

Several short-term improvement options have been identified to improve conditions in the study area.
The following projects would improve conditions in the interim as funding for long-term improvements is
identified:

1. Add Southbound Left Turn Bay to US 287 at Toston Frontage Road
e Short timeframe (0 to 3 years)

2. Address Sight Distance Obstructions - Intersection of US 287 & S 285
e Relocate private advertisement signs to improve sight distance.
e Short timeframe (0 to 3 years)

3. US 287 Shoulder Widening
¢ Widen shoulders on both sides of US 287 to a 4-foot minimum width.
e Medium timeframe (3 to 5 years)

4. § 285 Realignment
o Shift the alignment of S 285 south of the existing travelled way and introduce larger horizontal
curvature (farther south of the Missouri River Bridge end).
e Long timeframe (greater than 5 years)

5. US 287 and S 285 Intersection Reconfiguration
e Reconfigure intersection by enlarging radii and aligning minor approach legs.
¢ Medium timeframe (3 to 5 years)

/PUBLIC INPUT WANTED: \

Your feedback on the Draft Study is greatly

appreciated!
Final Corridor Study is The Public Draft will be made available on
te, funding will need to January 31, 2011 for review and comment.

Copies of the Draft can be accessed via the
study website at:
www.mdt.mt.gov/pubinvolve/toston

Hard copies will also be made available at
MDT offices, Townsend Public Library, and
activities. e WO Broadwater County Commission.

The deadline for receiving comments is

February 18, 2011.




TOSTON MISSOURI RIVER CROSSING
CORRIDOR STUDY NEWSLETTER 2

(Pre NEPA/MEPA Planning Effort)

Corridor Study Status

Since the last public meeting the
planning team has been diligently
analyzing data to understand the
issues, constraints and opportunities
associated with the US 287 corridor
near Toston. The pre-NEPA/MEPA
Corridor Study process encourages
early coordination with the public
and resource agencies to identify
potential impacts to social,
economic and environmental
resource areas. The planning team
met with several resource agencies
in the Spring of 2010 to identify
potential areas of concern.

Equally important to identifying
potential environmental impacts is

the focus on engineering and safety.

Concurrent with potential resource
area impact assessments, the
planning team identified and
reviewed roadway deficiencies
associated with the US 287 corridor.
Based on these deficiencies, the
planning team developed “needs
and objectives” for travel and

access throughout the corridor study

area.

MONTANA
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IN gHES ISSUE!
rridor Study Status
ible Corridor Areas

ect Contacts
ible Corridor Areas

Toston Missouri River

‘. Bridge over the Missouri River & | =S Corridor Planning Study

‘7. (looking northeast).

A Corridor Study is....

To analyze potential impacts within
the study area, a comprehensive
suitability analysis was completed
that took into account resource
impacts and engineering
requirements.

e NOT a NEPA Study or
Environmental Study
e NOT a Preliminary or
Final Desig
e NOT a Const
Maintenance Project
e NOT a Right of Way
Acquisition Project

Presently, we are asking the public to
weigh in on the three possible
corridor areas. The community is
encouraged to provide their input
and preference on a potential re-
alignment of US 287 near Toston.

Following public input on the three
possible corridor areas, the planning
team will consider comments and A g
other factors, commonly referred to
as “screening criteria”, to arrive at
one possible corridor area for
continued evaluation of a US 287
realignment. Additionally, short-term
improvements may be identified
based on need and recommended
in a final suite of recommended
projects.

Looking east at MRL Rallway
and private land ownership.
Project Newsletter e Issue 2 @ October 2010
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Carol Strizich

MDT Project Mana
406.444.9240

CStrizich@mt.gov

Jeff Ebert

MD]1 Butte District
Administrator

406 .494 9600
JEbert@mt.gov

Jeff Key, P.E.
CDM Project Manager
406.441.1400

KeyJA@cdm.com

Snhapshot of corridor study area

south of Toston, Montana (looking

north).
Page 2

Possible Corridor Areas

Considerable effort has been made
over the past several months to arrive
at the possible corridor areas shown
on page 3. It isimportant to recognize
that within each of the three possible
corridor areas (i.e. west area, central
area, and east area) there are many
potential alignments that can be
considered. Any alignment under
consideration for future analysis must
meet current roadway design
standards for width, grade, and
curvature. Cost also becomes an
important factor in determining
improvement options. Because of
grade considerations necessary to
construct a roadway over both the
Missouri River and Montana Rail Link
infrastructure, the vertical component
of the roadway may be cost
prohibitive. Presently, there is no
funding available for identified
corridor improvements.

The potential alignments shown within
each possible corridor area have
been placed to minimize, to the
extent practicable, impacts to
resources previously identified within
the study area. Some examples of
these resources include wildlife,
fisheries, wetlands, recreational sites,
private lands, irrigation systems,
homes, and historic properties.
Ultimately, if a project is developed
and a new roadway corridor is
designed for construction, individual
resource impacts will be further
documented, and if necessary,
mitigated at the appropriate level.

It is important to note that the
alignments shown on page 3 are just
examples of potential road
centerlines within each of the possible
corridor areas. At this stage in the
project development process, it is

Check out the project website at:

www.mdt.mt.gov/pubinvolve/toston

most important to focus on the three
possible corridor areas as a whole,
rather than the specific alignments.

the MDDl and CDM
attempt to provide

accommodations for any

known disability that may

interfere with a person
participating in any
service, program, or
activity associated with
this project. Altemative
accessible formats of this
information will be
provided upon reqguest.
For further information,
call (406) 441-1400 or TTY
(800) B335-7592 or by
calling Montana Relay at
711, Accommodation
reguests must be made
at least 48 hours prior to
the scheduled activity

and/or meeting.

Project Newsletter e Issue 2 « October 2010



Possible Corridor Areas

a Boundary

Possible Corridor Areas

Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor S Toston Missouri River
- \* = =/ Corridor Planning Study
September 23, 2010
DRAFT
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Project Schedule

Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning Study

o PRESENT TTME
Deec 09

PROJECT SCHEDULE
WORK TASKS AND DESCRIPTIONS
Inter s5tive Fropct Evduaton fcompleted)

Frapect Management and Accounbng

Jan'i0  Feb'10

Tak 2

MONTANA

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Oct'l0  Nev-10 = Dee-10

Mar'i0  Apr'i0  May'i0  June'i0  July'i0  Aug'i0 | Sep'iD

Tak 31 |Develop Cotrider Study Work Plan

Task 4: | Develop Existing and Propected Conditons Report

Task 5: | Identify Needs, Issuss, Goals, and Scresning Criteria

Task 6: |Datormine Improvement Optons Advanced and Mot Advanced

Taek 7: | AreGIS Spatial Analyst and Merostation GeoP A Technical Tool

Tak 8: |Resommend [mprovement OpBons

Tak 9: | Prapare Draft Comider Study Report

Public Meatings

T

|Project Committes Meetngs

OTHER Planned Work in the area in addition to this study

Did you know that a maintenance project will be bid during the month of December, 2010, for the US 287
corridor near Toston? This project is separate from the pre-NEPA/MEPA Corridor Study currently underway.

The pending maintenance project will remove the

existing asphalt, and after filing in problem areas, new

asphalt will be placed. The replacement asphalt will be slightly thicker than existing, and willimprove both

rideability and structural soundness. This project is i

kely to be constructed in early 2011.

Other projects will occur along US 287 both north and south of the corridor study area. These projects

include:
= Toston - North
(Pavement Preservation Project)
= Toston South
(Reconstruction Project)
= Three Forks — North
(Reconstruction Project)
= Townsend - South Passing Lanes
(Reconstruction Project)

Work ComIeped To Date:

i
Coordinated with
Resource Agencies

' Defined Needs and
Obijectives :
Com
“Su
Identlfi
Alignments
Prepared Initial
Screenina Criteria

oSsib

(

What’s Next?

The project team has developed three
broad corridor areas for future
consideration. Many potential alignments
exist within each broad corridor area. In
conjunction with public input, the
planning team will screen the broad
corridor areas for consistency with needs
and objectives, and identify one area for
continued focus.

J
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TOSTON MISSOURI RIVER CROSSING
CORRIDOR STUDY NEWSLETTER 1

Project Description

The Montana Department of
Transportation (MDT) has initiated the
process to develop the Toston
Missouri River Crossing Corridor
Planning Study. The corridor planning
study will determine cost-effective
ways to address transportation
needs within the US 287 corridor near
Toston, Montana. The Montana
Department of Transportation (MDT)
has established the Corridor Planning
Process in order to link the current
transportation planning processes
and the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA)/Montana
Environmental Policy Act (MEPA). The
Corridor Planning Process will provide
information into the NEPA/MEPA
process, help advance viable
improvement options into
NEPA/MEPA, and provide the
opportunity for partner involvement
at all stages.

NEPA is the National Environmental
Policy Act. Modeled after NEPA,
MEPA is the Montana Environmental
Policy Act, and it only applies to
state agencies and state actions.

MONTANA

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

IN THIS ISSUE:
roject Description

ic Involvement

dy Area Giaphic
ject Schedule

Toston Missouri River

‘. Bridge over the Missouri River ] Corridor Planning Study

‘7. (looking northeast).

NEPA/MEPA is a federal law that A Corrdor study is...

outlines policies and goals to be
complied with to protect our
environment. The NEPA/MEPA
process also makes sure that
environmental information is
available to the public before
decisions are made and carried out.

NOT a NEPA Study or
Environmental Study

The Toston Missouri River Corridor
Planning Study is a pre-NEPA/MEPA
study that allows for earlier planning-
level coordination with the public,
resource and other agencies, and
will develop specific factors that can
be used in the subsequent
environmental review process as i,
projects are moved forward from the
study. The corridor study is designed
to help facilitate a smooth and
efficient transition from
transportation planning to project
development/environmental review.

Maintenance Project
e NOT a Right of Way
Acquisition Project

It is important to note that the
Corridor Planning Study is developed
strictly as a planning project and not
a design project. The results of the
study will be used to determine the
level of environmental
documentation to be used prior to
continuation of the NEPA/MEPA s
process and project implementation. ' -
Looking east at BNSF Railway

and private land ownership.
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Public Involvement Opportunities

Public involvement is an important
component in any successful corridor
planning study process. The purpose
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION of public involvement is to ensure a
Carol Strizich proactive process that provides an
opportunity for the public to be
MDT Project Mana involved in all phases of the corridor
study process. The general pubilic is
406444 9240 invited to participate in the process

CStrizich@mt.gov through public meetings and ongoing
project information review and input.

MONTANA

Jeff Ebert A project web site has been

developed to provide on-line
MDT Butte Admin opportunities to comment on the
406.494.9600 needs of the US 287 corridor and later
on the draft plan recommendations.
JEbert@mt.gov Dates, times, and locations for all

public outreach will be announced
prior to the events through the local
media and the project mailing list.

Jeff Key, P.E.

CDM Project Manager The project team will collect and
= consider all public comments

406.441.1400 received to better understand the
KeyJA@cdm.com public view of potential issues. Those
with a specific interest in the project attempt to provide
are encouraged to join the project
mailing list. They can do so by
submitting their name and contact known disability that may
information to Jeff Key at
KeyJA@cdm.com.

The MDI and CDM

accommodations for any

interfere with a person

participating in any.

Three public meetings will be held on
the project over the course of the
next twelve months. The first public activity associated with
meeting is scheduled for Tuesday,
February 16, 2010 from 6-8pm in the
Townsend High School Community accessible farmats of this
Room.

service, program, or

this project. Alternative

information will be

Check the Townsend Starr,
Independent Record, and the project
website periodically for information For further information,

relating to the time and location of call (406) 441-1400 or TTY
future public meetings.

provided upon request.

(800) 335-7592 or by
calling Montana Relay at

, , 711 Accommuodation
Check out the project website at:

reguests must be made
www.mdt.mt.gov/pubinvolve/toston at least 48 hours prior to

the scheduled activity

Snapshot of corridor study area .
south of Toston, Montana (looking and/or meeting.
north).
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Toston Missouri River
I Crossing Corridor

{1 Study Area Boundary
@  Mie Post Reference Marker

@ Fishing Access Site
== Highway 285
=== Highway 287
—— Off Systemn Route
Railroad
Land Ownership within Study Area
[ ] State of Montana

Private Land

[ ] Missouri River

Sources: Base map information from the Matural
Resource Information System (hitp:4mns mt.oow)
MAIP color aerial photography from 2005, Cadastral
{land ownership) data from 11/8/2009. On system
and off system routes provided by the Montana
Departm ent of Transpartatian.

Figure 1-1
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Project Schedule

The project schedule is a twelve-month project that began on November 18, 2009. The project team strives for
a final document and project completion near October 31, 2010.

MONTANA

Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning Study

PROJECT SCHEDULE — CRESENT TIME DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

WORK TASKS AND DESCRIPTIONS
Interactive Project Evaluation {completed}

Dec ‘09 Jan '10 Feb ‘10 Mar 10 Apr ‘10 May 10  June'10  July ‘10 Aug ‘10 Sap '10 Oct ‘10

Task 2: |Project Management and Accounting

Task 3: 'Develop Corridor Study Work Plan

Task 4: |Develop Existing and Projected Conditions Report m

Task 5: Identify Needs, Issues, Goals, and Screening Criteria w

Task 6: 'Determine Improvement Options Advanced and Mot Advanced _

Task 7: ArcGIS Spatial Analyst and Microstation/GeoPAK Technical Tool

Taék a: .Recommen.d Imprbvement Opﬁoﬁs . m

Task 9: Prepare Draft Corridor Study Report m
Public Meetings @ L] L)

Pro ject Committee Meetings

MISCELLANEOUS DELIVERABLES
Corridor Setting Dociment [ ]
Public Involvement Plan (PIP) [ ]
Corridor Study Website
Existing and Projected Conditions Report

List/Description of Corridor Transportation Deficiencies
Maps of Known Environmentally Sensitive Areas

Summary of Comments/Concerns By Resource Agencies
List of Initial Avoidance Areas, Potential Mitigation Needs & Opportunities
Project Newsletters - 3 total (electronic only) L] [ ]

Press Releases/Advertisements [ ° L ]

List and Description of Corridor Needs, Issues and Goals ®
List of Screening Criteria [ ]

List and Description of the Range of Improvement Options L ]
Documentation of Analysis {(Methods and Findings) of Improvement Options L ]

Documentation of Improvement Options and/or Advanced & Mot Advanced ®
Memorandum of Proposed Weighted Options o

Package of Improvement Options and/or Option for Improving the Corridor ®|
List and Descripu‘oh of Potentiél Imbaﬁts and Mitigaljdnbpporb.lniti&c L]
Corridor Study Report ®|
Statement of Purpose and Need °

Final List of Recommendations and Next Steps 2|

Meeting Agendas and Miutes e e e e e e e e |

Work'Completed To Date:

[ g f \
Pub‘li‘c Involvement What’s Next?
Plan
Project Website The project team will be working on
Newsletter . compiling information to develop existing
Press | and projected corridor conditions, a list of
Pul transportation deficiencies, and
ANno environmentally sensitive areas.

. 7
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February 17, 2010

Stephen Potts,

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Office of the Director

10 West 15th Street, Suite 3200
Helena, MT 59626

Subject: Invitation to Participate in Toston Missouri River Corridor Planning Study

The Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) has initiated a pre-NEPA Corridor Planning
Study to determine cost-effective ways to address transportation needs within the US 287
corridor near Toston, Montana. The study will analyze alignment options taking into
consideration environmental issues and constraints, as well as technical feasibility and costs.
This analysis will form the basis of a future NEPA/MEPA process as a project is forwarded from
the study.

We would like to invite you to participate in an agency workshop for the Toston Missouri River
Crossing Corridor Planning Study to be held in Helena (video conferencing can be made
available for participants at distant sites). The purpose of this meeting is to introduce you to the
Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning Study process and discuss your concerns
regarding resources that could be affected by potential improvement options. The study area is
entirely within Broadwater County along US Highway 287 from milepost 86.3 to 89.1. The
proposed study area is located within the following legal descriptions:

Township Range Sections
5N 2E 2,3,10, 11, 13, 14, 15, 22, 23, 24, 26, 27

A study area boundary map is included with this letter along with the first project newsletter.
The project newsletter provides additional information regarding the description of the project
and schedule. Please take a look at the study area boundary map and identify any known
resources and/or concerns within the study area. Feel free to mark the maps as you see
necessary. Additional study information is available at the following project website:
http://www.mdt.mt.gov/pubinvolve/toston/

We have identified Tuesday, March 16, 2010, from 1 pm — 4 pm, for the agency workshop:

A representative from our consultant, CDM, will be contacting you the first week of March to
confirm your availability on this day. If you are unavailable to participate in this agency workshop
on this day, | would appreciate if you would confer with your colleagues to identify an alternate
representative who can discuss the identified and affected resources in the study

area. The agency workshop will be held in MDT’s Planning Conference Room A, which is
located at 2960 Prospect Avenue. This is on the north side of U.S. Highway 287 and directly
adjacent to Les Schwab Tires.
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On behalf of the planning team, we look forward to working with you on this important project to
identify reasonable improvement options for the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
Planning Study. Please contact me at (406) 444-0879 if you have any questions prior to the
meeting. Thank you in advance for your agency'’s participation.

Tom Martin
Environmental Services Bureau Chief

Attachments

Copy: Bob Burkhardt, FHWA
Jeff Patten, FHWA
Jeff Ebert, MDT Butte District Administrator
Zia Kazimi, MDT Statewide & Urban Planning
Carol Strizich, MDT Statewide & Urban Planning
Jeff Key, CDM
Barry Brosten, MDT Environmental Services
Heidy Bruner, MDT Environmental Services
File

Distribution List:

Stephen Potts, US Environmental Protection Agency

Scott Jackson, Wildlife Biologist, US Fish & Wildlife Service

Todd Tillinger, US Army Corps of Engineers

Garry Williams, MT Department of Natural Resources & Conservation

Tom Ellerhoff, MT Department of Environmental Quality

Robert Ray, MT Department of Environmental Quality

Jeff Ryan, MT Department of Environmental Quality

Bruce Rich, Regional Fisheries Manager, MT Fish, Wildlife & Parks - Region 3
Allan Kuser, FAS Coordinator, MT Fish, Wildlife & Parks

Kurt Alt, Regional Wildlife Manager, MT Fish, Wildlife & Parks — Region 3

Lisa Axline, Trust Lands, MT Department of Natural Resources & Conservation
Steve Werner, Montana Rail Link
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Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor

Planning Study — Resource Agency Workshop

March 16, 2010

Sign-In Sheet

Name Agency
Nami_Fossen CDM
Je&.ﬂ?/&-\ M7 - ?{ann}.u.{
Jo& QL\}JE/‘/ A/LDT - ,@ul_l:zs"u

| Cavo) Shrizacl,

MWDT - Planng n&

Ra.é#—"/' (/.(a.llorlc‘-[)

NDIVRC - C Lo

Brian Hasssigacy FHuA
St DrptosalC— £ P
S ceT e . SN us Fw s

2 Khzim MDT P/am/M
Tefl Patlen FHw i
Db hfaam/:z?zdh mD7T.

TeLl RY A DELD
E)(’%eve %‘HS =PA
Debpran Bloat UsAcE
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Toston Missouri River Corridor Planning Study

Resource Agency Workshop (Minutes)

Tuesday, March 16, 2010, 1:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
MDT Planning (Conference Roorm A)

MONTANA

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

ATTENDEES

= Joe Olsen

= Zia Kazimi

= Carol Strizich

= Jean Riley

= Deb Wambach

= Robert Vlahovich
= Brian Hasselbach
= Jim Darling

= Scott Jackson

= Jeff Patten

= Jeff Ryan

= Steve Potts

= Tom Carlsen

= Deborah Blank

= Jeff Key

= Naomi Fossen

(MDT Butte District Preconstruction Engineer)
(MDT Statewide and Urban Planning Section)
(MDT Statewide and Urban Planning Section)
(MDT Program & Policy Analysis)

(MDT Environmental Services Bureau)

(MT Department of Natural Resources)
(FHWA)

(MT Fish, Wildlife & Parks)

(US Fish & Wildlife Service)

(FHWA)

(MT Department of Environmental Quality)
(US Environmental Protection Agency)

(MT Fish, Wildlife & Parks)

(US Army Corps of Engineers)

(CDM Project Manager)

(CDM Project Engineer)

lof6|Page
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INTRODUCTION

Opening welcome and introduction were initiated by Carol Strizich. Jeff Key kicked off the

workshop by providing an introduction and overview of the corridor study.

CORRIDOR STUDY OVERVIEW

Jeff Key presented a summary of the pre-NEPA/MEPA corridor study. An important aspect to

the study is to engage the public and resource agencies early on in the process. The goal of the

workshop was to solicit input and gather information from the resource agencies regarding

resource areas within the study area. All environmental resource information obtained thus far

has been obtained from publicly available databases and websites.

DISCUSSION ON RESOURCE AREAS

Open discussion was gathered on various resource areas that need to be further investigated

and addressed. The following matrix shows comments received on particular resource areas:

|Comment Made By

Comment

Response/Action to be
Taken

Tom Carlsen

MT FWP

Figure 3-7: Wildlife Corridor Areas

The elk winter range and turkey range do
not appear accurate.

Information was obtained from
NRIS and MTFWP. The graphical
locations will be double checked
and verified with Tom Carlsen.

Scott Jackson

Us FWS

Has there been a survey of Ute Ladies’
Tresses within the study area prior to this
effort?

No. MNHP has no observation
record of the species within the
study area, although there are
recorded locations north of the
study area. The study area may
contain suitable habitat for Ute
Ladies’ Tresses. ULT surveys will
be conducted as a project is
forwarded from the study.

Tom Carlsen

MT FWP

There is a staging area for Sandhill Cranes
northwest of the study area at the Stanfield
Slough, which is outside of the study area

To be added to the report.
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and on the west side of the Missouri River.
However, there is a feeding area in a field
located west of US 287 and east of the
Missouri River, and within the study area.
The cranes travel east from the staging
area to the feeding area by crossing the
river.

future lateral migration of the river.

Jeff Ryan How does Toston get water? Well or To be determined after further
intake? This may impact alignment options |investigation.
MT DEQ and petroleum release incidents.
Tom Carlson The fishing access site may be impacted if |The fishing access site will be
there is an alignment shift. given consideration with
MT FWP particular interest to
operational and environmental
impacts. There is an active
osprey nest located near the
fishing access site.
Jeff Ryan What is the timeframe for construction? Depends on funding availability.
The final corridor study
MT DEQ document will list improvement
options, including short-term
and long range options.
Jim Darling A clear span or limited number of piers is Stream migration and impacts
preferred. Also, the bridge should allow for | will be considered in the
MT FWP

development of the study.

IDeborah Blank

USACE

The Missouri River is a Section 10 Navigable
Waterway. A free span bridge is preferred
for permitting purposes. A new bridge will
affect the river up and downstream. It is
unclear whether this would be permitted
under a Public Notice process (Individual
Permit) or a Nationwide 14 permit.

If work is to be done in, over, or
under navigable waters of the
United States, a Section 10
Permit is required.
Determination will be made on
how to approach a Section 10
structure. The following
statement should be added to
the Environmental Scan

248
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regarding Section 10:

Section 10 of the Rivers and
Harbors Appropriation Act of
1899 prohibits the obstruction
or alteration of navigable
waters of the United States. A
Section 10 Permit is required if
any work is to be done in, over,
or under navigable waters of the
United States. Coordination with
the US Army Corps of Engineers
is essential to determine the
appropriate type of permit after
improvement options are
finalized.

construction.

|Robert Vlahovich There is currently no present easement MDT will look into this issue and
with the bridge and the state. identify what steps may need to
MT DNRC
be taken.
Jean Riley Thought needs to be given on maintaining |To be noted.
traffic or a detour route during
MDT

Scott Jackson

US FWS

In order to gain elevation to cross the
railroad and river, a lot of fill material will
be added to the floodplain. A lot of fill
currently exists between the RR bridge and
the river bridge. Consider one large bridge
to span both with piers in between to
remove the fill in the floodplain. Consider
crossing the railroad outside the floodplain
and crossing the river at a lower grade to
reduce the fill footprint within the
floodplain.

To be considered and addressed
in the development of the
study.

Jeff Ryan

MT DEQ

Consider the option of a tunnel underneath
the river.

To be considered in the
development of the study.
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Jeff Patten

Can the railroad grade be lowered? What is
the existing railroad grade?

The railroad grade will be
investigated. The old Northern

the bridge deck. Drainage should not be
over the river, and a plumbing system may
need to be installed if the bridge slope is
not adequate. A catchment basin may need
to be included at the bridge ends for spill
control.

FHWA Pacific Railroad is eligible for
historic registration.
Jeff Ryan If a new bridge is to be constructed, Consideration will be given to
thought needs to be given to drainage on  |stormwater and spill control on
MT DEQ

the bridge. To be further
addressed in the report.

IDeborah Blank

USACE

USACE has jurisdiction on the irrigation
ditches which confluence the Missouri
River. If impacted and replaced, the ditches
are considered self mitigating at this point.

Consideration will be given to
any irrigation ditches that may
be impacted.

IDeborah Blank

USACE

USACE and the US Coast Guard bridge
standards and requirements may apply.
Navigability requirements will need to be
met. What are the mitigation impacts with
the construction of a new bridge? If new
construction stays within the same
footprint, the bridge is exempt. A
Nationwide 14 Permit may be required, but
could be complicated by the Section 10
nexus.

The USACE and USCG bridge
standards will be checked.

Nationwide 14 Permit - Linear
Transportation Crossings, will be
further investigated to
determine the impacts and
mitigation requirements of
future activity regarding the
Missouri River crossing.

Tom Carlsen

MT FWP

The southwest wetland in the study area is
a wetland mitigation site. DEQ retrofitted
the dam which flooded the land behind it,
including some wetland areas. FERC
required wetland mitigation in
approximately 1988 or 1989. Impacts to
fisheries were also a concern during that
time. Any impacts in this area should be
avoided.

To be noted in the report and
considered as improvement
options develop.

Requirements for impacting an
existing mitigation site will be
investigated and considered.
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IDeborah Blank

The presence of existing mitigation sites
should be identified.

To be considered as
improvement options develop.

MT Fish, Wildlife & Parks

pike population, which is undesirable in this
stretch of the river.

USACE
Jean Riley Potential mitigation sites for future activity | To be considered as
should be looked at and considered. improvement options develop.
MDT
Tom Carlsen There are wintering waterfowl within the | To be noted and included in
study area. FWP conducts mid-winter report.
MT Fish, Wildlife & Parks . .
waterfowl surveys in this area.
Jim Darling There has been an increase in the northern | To be noted.

Steve Potts

There should be consistency with the
requirements of DEQ’s TMDL policy and

Policy requirements will be
addressed in the report.

US EPA Water Quality Restoration Plan. DEQ’s
TMDL Program contact is Robert Ray.
Acronyms

NRIS — National Resource Information System

MNHP — Montana National Heritage Program

FERC — Federal Energy Regulatory Commission

TMDL — Total Maximum Daily Loads

CONCLUSION

The workshop minutes will be compiled and sent to the list of attendees. It will be an
opportunity to provide comments and any additional information that needs to be included in
the final environmental portion of the report. The workshop concluded at 2:30 PM.
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