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Comment 
Received 

Comment  Response 

February 21, 
2011 

‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Mark Slifka [mailto:slifkam@ohsu.edu]  
Sent: Monday, February 21, 2011 7:16 PM 
To: Key, Jeffrey 
Subject: Proposal for new bridge in Toston 
 
Dear Jeff key, 
I used to live in Toston and I am writing this message in support for 
the 
new bridge in Toston using the Central Route.  In addition, I support 
the 
development of a left turn lane and flashing light at the bunkhouse 
bar.  I 
think that these changes will provide a substantial degree of added 
safety 
and I appreciate and support this work. 
Sincerely yours, 
Mark 
 

Thank you for your comments.  
 
The central corridor area is one of two 
potential corridor areas recommended to be 
carried forward for further analysis if funding 
becomes available and a project develops. 
 
The installation of a flashing light at the 
intersection of US 287 and S 285 has been 
added to the report and is included in project 
recommendation “ST‐5: US 287 and S 285 
Intersection Reconfiguration”. 
 
A southbound left‐turn lane on US 287 near 
the Bunkhouse bar is desirable and would be 
incorporated into the long‐term bridge 
replacement for the structure over the 
Missouri River. However there is not enough 
length between the southerly bridge end and S 
285 to fully develop the turn lane in 
accordance with MDT design criteria in the 
short‐term.  

February 21, 
2011 

From: 4baramt@gmail.com [mailto:4baramt@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, February 21, 2011 10:05 AM 
To: Key, Jeffrey 
Subject: toston planning study 
 
If the east corridor is chosen, utilize the existing canal r/w where possible to 
minimize costs and impact. Leave the old fill and bridges in place for future use if a 
four lane becomes necessary. thanks for listening, Herb Argabright 803 River Rd. 
Toston 

Thank you for your comments.  
 
The eastern corridor area is one of two 
potential corridor areas recommended to be 
carried forward for further analysis if funding 
becomes available and a project develops. The 
roadway centerline and associated features 
would be developed at that time. 
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Comment  Response 

February 20, 
2011 

‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Dennis Williams [mailto:lazy3@ixi.net]  
Sent: Sunday, February 20, 2011 2:49 PM 
To: Key, Jeffrey 
Subject: Toston Missouri River Corridor Planning Study 
 
In studying the Toston Missouri Corridor I think the eastern route around 
Toston has one advantage that has not been addressed.   
 
Broadwater county has a distinct lack of accessible railroad frontage. 
Townsend frontage is crowded and more valuable as commercial property. 
Traffic makes access to the railroad sidings dangerous and inconvenient 
for any type of use. This is a big negative factor for any large scale 
industry coming to the area. 
 
With the new corridor bypassing around Toston, (and leaving the old bridge 
intact) there will be about 2 miles of double and triple track frontage 
available.  It will have easy access to the old highway and numerous 
approaches could be installed. This is an ideal place for an intermodal 
container loading site, as is being built on the BN highline track. 
Containers are the preferred transport method for pulse crops (peas, 
lentils, beans, etc.)that would be grown in southwest Montana if there was 
transportation available. Many other industries will use the sidings as 
well.  
 
There is already land available south of the old bridge that will be 
suitable for commercial and industrial development if easy, safe access is 
assured. 
 
Also, the eastern bypass will leave the DFWP Fishing access untouched with 
room to expand if needed, the Radersburg (Hwy 285) turnoff will not change 
and traffic control during construction will be far easier.  
 
Added tax revenue from expanding businesses will make the eastern bypass 
even more cost effective. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Dennis Williams 
306 Lone Mountain Road 
Toston,  MT  59643 
406‐266‐3508 
 

Thank you for your comments.  
 
The eastern corridor area is one of two 
potential corridor areas recommended to be 
carried forward for further analysis if funding 
becomes available and a project develops. 
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February 19, 
2011 

Thank you for your comments.  
 
The central corridor area is one of two 
potential corridor areas recommended to be 
carried forward for further analysis if funding 
becomes available and a project develops. 
 
The installation of a flashing light at the 
intersection of US 287 and S 285 has been 
added to the report and is included in project 
recommendation “ST‐5: US 287 and S 285 
Intersection Reconfiguration”. 
 
A southbound left‐turn lane on US 287 near 
the Bunkhouse bar is desirable and would be 
incorporated into the long‐term bridge 
replacement for the structure over the 
Missouri River. However there is not enough 
length between the southerly bridge end and S 
285 to fully develop the turn lane in 
accordance with MDT design criteria in the 
short‐term. 
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carried forward for further analysis if funding 
becomes available and a project develops. 
 
The addition of a southbound left‐turn lane, 
north of the MRL Bridge, is recommended in 
the report as project recommendation “ST‐1: 
Add Southbound Left Turn Lane to US 287 at 
Toston Frontage Road”. 
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The addition of a southbound left‐turn lane, 
north of the MRL Bridge, is recommended in 
the report as project recommendation “ST‐1: 
Add Southbound Left Turn Lane to US 287 at 
Toston Frontage Road”. 
 
A southbound left‐turn lane on US 287 near 
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length between the southerly bridge end and S 
285 to fully develop the turn lane in 
accordance with MDT design criteria in the 
short‐term. 
 
Shoulder widening is recommended 
throughout the corridor in the short‐term as 
recommended in the report as project 
recommendation “ST‐3: US 287 Shoulder 
Widening”. 
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2011 

From: Kuser, Allan [mailto:akuser@mt.gov]  
Sent: Friday, February 18, 2011 11:13 AM 
To: Key, Jeffrey 
Cc: Spoon, Ron 
Subject: Toston Corridor Planning Study 
 
Hi Jeff, 
 
I have just a couple of comments regarding possible impacts to Fish, Wildlife & Parks 
Toston Fishing Access Site (FAS) in respect to the proposed new bridge alignments 
presented in the planning study: 

 The study indicates that if the western route is chosen from 1 ‐ 2 acres of the 4.24 
acre site will be impacted.  Due to the small size of this FAS, public access would be 
compromised if this were to occur.  FWP proposes that mitigation include 
acquisition and development of an alternate site.  The new site should be located 
in the same vicinity so as to serve visitors floating between Toston dam and York’s 
Island FAS.   

 If the eastern route were chosen, my assumption is that the old bridge and 
highway leading to the bridge would be removed.  If that were to occur public 
access to the FAS would be lost.  I propose that mitigation include public access 
and development of an FAS at the new bridge location. 

 I understand this is a planning study and no decisions have been made.  FWP is 
open to discuss the various alternatives and potential mitigation measures other 
than those suggested above.  Thank you for this opportunity to comment.       

 
 
Allan Kuser 
FAS Program Coordinator  
Phone: 406-444-7885  
Email:akuser@mt.gov 

Thank you for your comments.  
 
If funding becomes available and a project 
develops, appropriate mitigation would be 
developed to minimize impacts to the Toston 
Fishing Access site, in consultation with 
Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks. 
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From: tid [mailto:tid@mt.net]  
Sent: Friday, February 18, 2011 10:59 AM 
To: Key, Jeffrey 
Subject: Toston Bridge 
 
In response to the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning I have the following 
comments: 
I think the Central Path is the best approach with consideration to a passing lane for Toston 
and also the Leonard Lambott shop where semi trucks and farm equipment are entering the 
highway at all hours.  There also needs to be blinking lights at both ends; especially noting 
the Radersburg Highway.  Thanks for the opportunity to comment.    Willis & Doris Hossfeld, 
43 Hossfeld Lane, Toston 59643 
 

Thank you for your comments.  
 
The central corridor area is one of two 
potential corridor areas recommended to be 
carried forward for further analysis if funding 
becomes available and a project develops. 
 
The installation of a flashing light at the 
intersection of US 287 and S 285 has been 
added to the report and is included in project 
recommendation “ST‐5: US 287 and S 285 
Intersection Reconfiguration”. 

February 18, 
2011 

From: Wilma [mailto:wjnorsby@gmail.com]  
Sent: Friday, February 18, 2011 9:41 AM 
To: Key, Jeffrey 
Subject: Toston Bridge Corridor 
 
As a resident of Toston, I would like to see the Central path for the bridge, 
I also think we are in desperate need of turn lanes, one at the 287 bypass 
and at the Radarsburg turnoff, with a flashing light at the Radarsburg turn. 
This is a very dangerous corner, that gets extreme use on weekends. There 
are signs on both ends of this bridge that need to be removed. If there is a 
car coming at a certain spot, you cannot see it. I don't know how many time 
I have nearly been hit trying to pull out of Toston. Thank You......Wilma 
Norsby 
 

Thank you for your comments.  
 
The central corridor area is one of two 
potential corridor areas recommended to be 
carried forward for further analysis if funding 
becomes available and a project develops. 
 
The installation of a flashing light at the 
intersection of US 287 and S 285 has been 
added to the report and is included in project 
recommendation “ST‐5: US 287 and S 285 
Intersection Reconfiguration”. 
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From: Nancy Marks [mailto:mtskydog@mt.net]  
Sent: Thursday, February 17, 2011 8:11 PM 
To: Carol Strizich 
Cc: Jeff Ebert; Key, Jeffrey 
Subject: Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor  
 
Attached are my comments on the proposed Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor 
Study. 
  
Sincerely, Nancy Marks (406) 266-3710 

Thank you for your comments.  
 
If funding becomes available and a project 
develops, efforts will be made to minimize 
impacts on existing property and structures. At 
the high level that this study has been 
completed, precise impacts to properties and 
structures are unknown at this time. 
 
Non‐motorized features will be considered 
when a project develops. 
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February 16, 
2011 

Thank you for your comments.  
 
The central corridor area is one of two 
potential corridor areas recommended to be 
carried forward for further analysis if funding 
becomes available and a project develops. 
 
The addition of a southbound left‐turn lane, 
north of the MRL Bridge, is recommended in 
the report as project recommendation “ST‐1: 
Add Southbound Left Turn Lane to US 287 at 
Toston Frontage Road”. 
 
A southbound left‐turn lane on US 287 near 
the Bunkhouse bar is desirable and would be 
incorporated into the long‐term bridge 
replacement for the structure over the 
Missouri River. However there is not enough 
length between the southerly bridge end and S 
285 to fully develop the turn lane in 
accordance with MDT design criteria in the 
short‐term. 
 
The installation of a flashing light at the 
intersection of US 287 and S 285 has been 
added to the report and is included in project 
recommendation “ST‐5: US 287 and S 285 
Intersection Reconfiguration”. 
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February 11, 
2011 

From: www@mdt.mt.gov [mailto:www@mdt.mt.gov]  
Sent: Friday, February 11, 2011 2:38 PM 
To: MDT Comments ‐ Project 
Subject: Comment on a Project Submitted 
 
 
A question, comment or request has been submitted via the "Contact Us" 
web page. 
 
Action Item:                Comment on a Project 
Submitted:                  02/11/2011 14:37:47 
Project Commenting On:      TOSTON MISSOURI RIVER CROSSING CORRIDOR 
Project State Highway No.:  287                          
Nearest Town/City to Project:TOSTON                       
Project Milepost:           89                           
Name:                       DOLLY & NEIL HAZEL           
Address Line 1:             89 BYPASS 28                 
City:                       TOSTON                       
State/Province:             MT.                          
Postal Code:                59643‐9612                   
Email Address:              djhazel46@hotmail.com        
Phone Number:               406‐266‐4456                 
 
Comment or Question:         
WE THINK THERE SHOULD BE CAUTION LIGHT PLACED AT TH INTERSECTION OF 
MT. HWY 287 AND 285 AT TOSTON ON THE SOUTH END OF THE RAILROAD BRIDGE.  
IT WOULDN'T HURT TO ALSO HAVE A SPEED LIMIT &/OR A CROSSWALK, AS SOME 
OF THE CHILDREN GETTING OFF THE BUS IN THE BUNKHOUSE PARKING LOT HAVE 
TO CROSS MT. HWY 287 THERE. THIS WOULD BE OUR FIRST PRIORITY FOR THE 
SAFETY OF THE CHILDREN AND THE SCHOOL BUS FROM TOWNSEND. 
 
THANK YOU. 

Thank you for your comments.  
 
The installation of a flashing light at the 
intersection of US 287 and S 285 has been 
added to the report and is included in project 
recommendation “ST‐5: US 287 and S 285 
Intersection Reconfiguration” 
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February 10, 
2011 

Thank you for your comments.  
 
The central corridor area is one of two 
potential corridor areas recommended to be 
carried forward for further analysis if funding 
becomes available and a project develops. 
 
The addition of a southbound left‐turn lane, 
north of the MRL Bridge, is recommended in 
the report as project recommendation “ST‐1: 
Add Southbound Left Turn Lane to US 287 at 
Toston Frontage Road”. 
 
Shoulder widening is recommended 
throughout the corridor in the short‐term as 
recommended in the report as project 
recommendation “ST‐3: US 287 Shoulder 
Widening”. 
 
The installation of a flashing light at the 
intersection of US 287 and S 285 has been 
added to the report and is included in project 
recommendation “ST‐5: US 287 and S 285 
Intersection Reconfiguration”. 
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January 31, 2011  From: Levi DeMartin [mailto:levidem@mt.net]  
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 12:48 PM 
To: CStrizich@mt.gov; JEbert@mt.gov; Key, Jeffrey 
Cc: hideaway@mt.net 
Subject: Toston Missour River Crossing Corridor Study 
 
Attached is our response to the Toston Missouri River Corridor Study for your consideration. 
  
Thank you, 
Levi 
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January 31, 2011 
(continued) 

Thank you for your comments. 
 
Horizontal curves can be introduced into new 
alignments, provided that they meet current 
MDT design criteria. The potential new 
alignments generated in the identified corridor 
areas all would meet current MDT design 
criteria. 
 
The straight line concept presents significant 
engineering challenges and heavy costs 
compared to the other alignments. This 
primarily has to do with tieing into the existing 
highway to the north after a new bridge would 
cross the rail lines. Because of the parallel 
nature of the rail and roadway in this area, an 
unrealistically long and high bridge would be 
required at significant cost. This was not 
favored by the public. 
 
Thank you for explaining the potential 
negative impacts to you and your family of the 
potential highway relocation. This has been 
recorded. 

January 18, 2011  From: Barb DeMartin [mailto:bdem@mt.net]  
Sent: Tuesday, January 18, 2011 12:29 PM 
To: CStrizich@mt.gov 

From: Key, Jeffrey  
Sent: Monday, January 24, 2011 5:48 AM 
To: 'Barb DeMartin'; CStrizich@mt.gov 
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Cc: JEbert@mt.gov; Key, Jeffrey 
Subject: Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Study 
 
How does the State of Montana justify or compensate for eliminating one's livelihood? 
  
We have followed the progress of the corridor study through the Toston area; we've 
attended public meetings and are in possession of the newsletters sent from your office. 
  
We have grave concerns about the consequences to our ranching property by the proposed 
construction of the central corridor path.  This plan would eliminate 10 to 20 acres of our 
vital hay ground and will interfere with the operation of our pivot.  Both plans will consume 
the majority of our leased hay ground. 
  
We are equally alarmed by the consequences to our ranch by the construction along the 
eastern corridor path.  While your newsletter No. 3, (page 2) "identifies no fatal flaws"  with 
either corridor, it is obvious that these plans would, indeed, be "fatal" to our ranch.  The 
eastern corridor plan would result in 1) the elimination of the majority of our hay ground; 2) 
interference or elimination of our pivot; 3) destruction of the gravity waterline from the 
Broadwater canal to the pivot point; 4) destruction of our corrals and cattle handling 
facilities; and 5) construction of a major highway within a stone's throw of our backyard. 
  
Our entire ranch will not be viable without the hay ground on which we raise feed for our 
cattle.  The impact to our grazing property is far reaching, as without the hay ground, we will 
not be able to continue to raise cattle.  The resale value of the property would be greatly 
reduced or eliminated. 
  
The "no fatal flaws" statement is both ignorant and inconsiderate of those whose livelihood 
is dependent upon the impacted property.  As a native of this area, I am aware of the 
disruption caused to family farms when the Missouri River bridge was originally built.  Now 
landowners are again required to suffer losses due to the engineering and construction of a 
highway and bridge along a new corridor. 
  
Please review your proposal and open your eyes to those Very Fatal Flaws.  Again, we ask:  
How does the State justify and compensate for the ruination and demise of our ranch and 
our livelihood? 
  
Please consider and respond to these very serious matters before continuing with the plans 
to build this new highway and bridge. 
  
Sincerely,  Rick and Barb DeMartin. Toston area ranchers 
 

Cc: JEbert@mt.gov; Kazimi, Zia; Fossen, 
Naomi; 'Gail and Lorrie Vennes' 
Subject: RE: Toston Missouri River Crossing 
Corridor Study 
 
Dear Rick and Barb DeMartin: 
 
Thank you for your email regarding issues and 
concerns you have related to the Toston 
Missouri River Corridor Planning Study.  Please 
be assured that we take your input very 
seriously, and your comments have become 
part of the official record for this study. 
 
To begin, I would like to explain the term “fatal 
flaw” used in the newsletter.  This standard 
expression is often used when there are no 
major obstacles to a project from an 
engineering, environmental or economic 
standpoint.  I can certainly appreciate that the 
term may not be appropriate as it relates to 
you personally.   Public involvement has been 
a large component of this corridor study and if 
a majority of the stakeholders and the public 
oppose a particular outcome, it is taken into 
consideration as the study moves forward. 
 
 The current roadway has a number of existing 
issues that cause concerns to the travelling 
public and area residents on multiple fronts.  
These include, but are not limited to the 
following: 
 
 The existing bridge over the MRL track 

does not meet current design standards. 
This includes both a substandard 
horizontal curve (on the north end of the 
bridge), and a substandard vertical crest 
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curve on the bridge itself.  
 The existing roadway just south of the 

bridge over the Missouri River does not 
meet current design standards, due to a 
substandard vertical sag curve. 

 Throughout the corridor, there are 
substandard fill and cut slopes which do 
not meet the roadside clear zone 
requirements. The inadequate clear zones 
cause a safety concern. 

 The existing roadway and bridge widths 
through the corridor vary from 28 feet to 
32 feet and do not meet the current 
design standards of 40 feet or greater for 
a Principal Arterial.  

 Several crash trends within the corridor 
are higher than the statewide average for 
similar routes. This includes crash rates, 
severity indices and severity rates for both 
vehicles and trucks. Nearly half of the 
crashes in the 10‐year period occurred on 
the MRL Bridge 

This is a very complex corridor with many 
issues.   I would encourage you to view the 
Public Draft of the Corridor Study Report when 
it becomes available at the end of this month 
as it will have much more detail on the overall 
process.  The report will be available online 
and at several locations in your area.  
 
I am available by phone (406‐441‐1400), or 
would offer to visit with you in person, to 
discuss your areas of concern further.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jeff Key 
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October 15, 2010 8:50 
AM 

From: Bob Davis [mailto:Bob@LazyVBar.com]  
Sent: Friday, October 15, 2010 8:50 AM 
To: Key, Jeffrey 
Subject: Missouri River Crossing 
 
Jeff Key‐‐‐We attended the meeting in Townsend regarding Missouri River Crossing Corridor.  Our preferred route would be 
in the Central Area following the current highway as possible.  As this progresses, we feel that the bridge and approaches 
should be built to four lanes since the Townsend South project contains four‐lane sections. The current bridge could be used 
for north or south bound adding an adjacent bridge.  
 
The intersection with Highway 285 could be moved to south of the Toston fire hall  creating a safer intersection.   
 
The highway users in this area have lived with an under designed railroad bridge for many years.  We don’t  need to under 
design both bridges for the future. 
 
Thank you – Bob and Linda Davis, 131 Dry Hollow Road, Townsend, MT  59644   406‐266‐3786 
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October 12, 2010 7:10 
PM 

From: HASEMAN3BW@aol.com [mailto:HASEMAN3BW@aol.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, October 12, 2010 7:10 PM 
To: Key, Jeffrey 
Subject: comments toston corridor 
 
Jeff Key  
As a landowner affected by the Toston Missouri River crossing corridor study, I want to comment on your corridor selection. 
The blue or east area goes right thru the middle of my 265 acre irrigated field which has a pivot. This selection would 
completely ruin this field. I can`t believe that the east corridor would be any safer than the existing roadway. I`m very much 
against the east corridor. The pink or west corridor goes thru my 159 acre irrigated field but at least it wouldn’t ruin the field. I 
greatly prefer the central or yellow corridor which is by far the least disrupting choice. Bob haseman

October 12, 2010 7:02 
AM 

From: Strizich, Carol [mailto:cstrizich@mt.gov]  
Sent: Tuesday, October 12, 2010 7:02 AM 
To: Key, Jeffrey 
Subject: Toston Voicemail 
 
Jeff, 
I received another (more lengthy) voicemail from a landowner in the Toston Corridor.  James and Ruth Lorenz‐Webina 
called in regard to the last remaining parcel of the Lorenz homestead.  James and Ruth are the trustees and live in Texas but 
are very concerned about the Western alignments impacting the last parcel they have kept from the family homestead – the 
other parcels were given up for the current highway, S 285, the bridge and the fishing access so they are very much 
concerned about the potential of losing this last remaining piece.  They were upset just want to express their concern, they 
have written a letter but weren’t sure that it would get to us in advance of the meeting and would like to have a return call 
to discuss. 
  
James/Ruth Webina trustees for the Lorenz property 
972‐394‐5793 
  
Carol Strizich 
Statewide & Urban Planning 
Montana Department of Transportation 
(406) 444-9240 
cstrizich@mt.gov 
 

   
April 13, 2010 
3:02 PM 
 

From: www@mdt.mt.gov [mailto:www@mdt.mt.gov]  
Sent: Tuesday, April 13, 2010 3:02 PM 
To: MDT Comments ‐ Project 
Subject: Comment on a Project Submitted 
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A question, comment or request has been submitted via the "Contact Us" web page. 
 
Action Item:                Comment on a Project 
Submitted:                  04/13/2010 15:02:17 
Project Commenting On:      TostonMissouriRiverStudy     
Project State Highway No.:  287                          
Nearest Town/City to Project:Toston                       
Project Milepost:           missouri bridge              
Name:                       Dennis Williams              
Address Line 1:             306 Lone Mountain Road       
City:                       Toston                       
State/Province:             MT                           
Postal Code:                59643                        
Email Address:              lazy3@ixi.net                
Phone Number:               406 266‐3508                 
 
Comment or Question:         
I was wondering how or who to see about considering a route 
crossing on the southern edge of  
the town and continuing east of toston then joining 287 about at 
the 6 mile road and Flynn  
lane?  We are thinking of this for a much cheaper and shorter 
bridge system, crossing at a 90  
degree to the river and railroad, plus we already have 1/2 of 
the elevation naturally to cross the  
railroad tracks.  Economically, this will leave the Toston 
railroad sidings with safe access via the  
old bridge and highways, letting us develop the sidings for 
future use. And MDOT will not have  
to remove the old bridges.  There would be no traffic disruption 
or control issues, the DFWP  
fishing access can be expanded, no wetlands or floodplain issues 
and far less right of way  
problems, going through all vacant lands.  
Please let me know who and how to present this option. 
Thanks. 
Dennis Williams 
 
 
Submitter's IP address: 75.231.10.5 
 
Reference Number = picomment_154876708984375 
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  From: Axline, Lisa [mailto:laxline@mt.gov]  
Sent: Tuesday, March 16, 2010 9:50 AM 
To: Key, Jeffrey 
Subject: Toston Corridor Study 
 
Jeff: 
 
                Something has come up and I will be unable to attend this afternoon’s meeting on the Toston Corridor Study.  
Again, for the DNRC‐Trust Land Administration Division, an easement will be necessary for any crossing of the Missouri 
River.  We routinely process such applications from the Montana Department of Transportation and have an MOU in place 
regarding the application process.  We generally will accept the MDT environmental document and tier to it for our own 
Environmental Checklist that is completed by our agency at the time of application.  We will also review the MDT appraisal 
for compensation for the use of the riverbed.  In the cases of navigable river crossings, the State assesses a fee of 50% of the 
upland value on either side of the river.   
 
                Should there be any additional questions, you may contact me or Garry Williams.  My apologies for not being able 
to make the meeting this afternoon. 
 
Lisa Axline, R/W Section Supervisor 
Real Estate Management Bureau 
Trust Land Management Division 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
From: Williams, Garry [mailto:gwilliams@mt.gov]  
Sent: Friday, March 05, 2010 12:41 PM 
To: Key, Jeffrey 
Cc: Axline, Lisa 
Subject: RE: Toston Missouri River Corridor Planning Study - Resource Agency Meeting 
 
Thanks for the information Jeff.  The reason I did not receive the information is likely because it was sent to the Department 
address as opposed to my address at 8001 N. Montana Avenue, 59602. 
 
I will be unable to attend the planning meeting on March 16, 2010 due to prior commitments. 
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I reviewed the project information you sent and do not have any particular concerns related to the corridor project other 
than ensuring if the river crossing location is changed, DOT submits an easement application to DNRC for the new location.  
As you are likely aware the river bottom of the Missouri River is claimed as state ownership and consequently any 
permanent crossing would require an easement from the Board of Land Commissioners.  On a project such as this, we 
typically would defer to the Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks to identify any resource issues such as, impacts to 
fisheries, wildlife or water quality which may be related to various river crossing alternatives.  There does not appear to be 
any other State Trust Lands within the project area other than the river bottom. 
 
Please keep me informed of the status of the project as it develops.  I will continue to monitor the project and if concerns 
regarding state Trust Lands Develop I will let you know. 
 

February 28, 2010 2:34 
PM 

‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Tom Helm [mailto:skbat@mt.net]  
Sent: Sunday, February 28, 2010 2:34 PM 
To: Key, Jeffrey 
Subject: Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor 
 
Hello, Jeff!   Greetings from Toston!  My family lives on Lombard Rd.  
about 1 1/4 miles from the highway 287.  We basically use the  
exit/entrance onto the highway that is north of the river as most of our  
travels are to Townsend or Helena.  It is a danger and a worry to  
parents of young drivers, children riding the bus, and for any of us who  
need to enter or leave the highway.  We are asking for you to consider  
turning lanes or at least the left turning lane for those heading south  
who leave the highway before the bridge so that they may get onto  
Lombard Rd.  Truckers and other drivers can sometimes be going quite  
fast as they come down the north side of the bridge which makes it hard  
to judge their speed and decide if it's safe to pull on before them when  
turning right as you head north.  Even more difficult is the timing  
required to make a left turn off the highway when driving south and into  
Toston.  Many drivers are very rude and unsafe.  They are driving too  
closely behind you and pressuring you to go fast when you should be  
slowing down.  They speed around when you need to slow down or stop to  
wait for traffic to make the left turn into Toston.  Is there any chance  
you could include these improvements into the resurfacing that might be  
done soon on this section of highway? 
You may call us at home  266‐5643 or come to Toston to visit more.   
Thank you. Have a great day! 
Alieda Stone 
52 Lombard Rd. 
Toston, MT  59643 
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February 25, 2010 
7:48 AM 

‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: www@mdt.mt.gov [mailto:www@mdt.mt.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 25, 2010 7:48 AM 
To: MDT Comments ‐ Project 
Subject: Comment on a Project Submitted 
A question, comment or request has been submitted via the "Contact Us" web page. 
Action Item: Comment on a Project 
Submitted: 02/25/2010 07:48:20 
Project Commenting On: TostonMissouriRiverStudy 
Name: Herb Argabright 
Email Address: argabright@wildblue.net 
Phone Number: 266‐4610 
Comment or Question: 
In general 4 lanes are needed with special attention to 
access to state and county roads at each end. Turn lanes both 
ways are needed for deceleration and acceleration, especially at 
SR285 crossing. 
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February 23, 2010 
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February 23, 2010 
(Continued) 
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February 23, 2010 
(Continued) 
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February 19, 2010 3:45 
PM 

From: Brian Obert [mailto:bobert@mbac.biz] 
Sent: Friday, February 19, 2010 3:45 PM 
To: Key, Jeffrey 
Cc: Ebert, Jeff 
Subject: Toston Bridge Corridor Study 
Both Jeff’s 
I wanted to thank both of you for coming to Townsend to kick off the Toston Missouri River Corridor Planning Study. I 
think we all expected you to receive some grief from a few people in the audience. We all hope that they have aired their 
beliefs, but now we can all move on with this planning opportunity. 
I would like to re-assure you that as a board member of both the Townsend Area Chamber of Commerce, and the 
Broadwater County Development Corporation (BCDC), both of these local organizations very much want Hwy 287 to stay 
on the side of the Missouri River that it sits on right now. We definitely do not want to see you by-pass the City of 
Townsend. 
As for my concerns for the Toston/Missouri River Crossing, safety and access to: Toston, Radersburg and the 
Bunkhouse/Firehall are of greatest interest. It may have come across as a joke, but the Bunkhouse is a very important 
community center for that area. It is the collecting point for many people in this rural region. Unfortunately its location is 
very close to the bridge. 
If I can make some suggestions, the configuration of the road to Toston and the Radersburg road will be most important. 
Both currently are dangerous. The people want them to be dramatically improved, but at the same time they don’t want 
them to change. This is not possible, but that is what they are going to ask for. The locals are more interested in cost and 
safety. They will be very offended if the costs look extreme. They are more interested in function. Worry about wetlands, 
or wildlife will come a very distant second to function for the Toston locals. They will ask for a straight-flat 40’ wide bridge 
with turn lanes at both ends. Make it easy to get to Toston, Radersburg and the Bunkhouse, and do it cheap. They will 
be very happy. 
The Radersburg road has seen several significant accidents right at the Bunkhouse. I thought it had something to do with 
the patrons that frequent the Bunkhouse. But I have changed my outlook after I recently nearly ran that same stop sign. 
Even with the rumble strips on Hwy 285, optically something is misleading at that intersection. 
We do have a significant amount of farming traffic in that area, with equipment, trucks, etc.. But we also have a large 
group of people coming out of Gallatin County that use Canyon Ferry Lake. Many dread the stretch from the Bunkhouse 
to Townsend. Unfortunately this is affecting the local economy. I just spoke with a resident of the Rolling Glen area, 
whom I have been assisting to find a job. She was interested in a job in Helena, but declined the job offer because the 
drive was too dangerous. The Townsend South project will significantly improve this stretch when it is completed, but the 
bridge is still a significant worry. 
2 
Thank you again for providing the Corridor Planning Study. I hope we can 
Brian Obert 
Gateway Economic Development District 
Montana Business Assistance Connection 
406.266.4370 
129 So. Spruce Street 
Townsend, MT 59644
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February 16, 2010 
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February 16, 2010 
(continued) 
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February 16, 2010 
(continued) 
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February 03, 2010 
12:09 PM 

From: michael koehnke [mailto:michaelkoehnke@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, February 03, 2010 12:09 PM 
To: Key, Jeffrey 
Subject: Toston corridor planning study  
 
Jay, 

  

Please add me to your email list for updates on the Toston Corridor Planning Study.  Thanks. 

  

A colossal wildfire maybe coming soon to an area near you!  Are you ready? 

  

Mike Koehnke 

P.O. Box 506 

Townsend, MT  59644‐0506 

(406) 949‐3522 

 

January 29, 2010 3:32 
PM 

From: JAMES W WUBBENA [mailto:jwub1@verizon.net]  
Sent: Friday, January 29, 2010 3:32 PM 
To: Key, Jeffrey 
Subject: Our recent Project Mailing List memo to you! 
 
Jeff: 

 I note that I omitted the words "and with" from the critical location sentence, and it should read,"we own the property 
bordering and with US 287 on the East, Montana 285 on the South, and the Missouri River on the North." 

 Sorry to bother you again!  

Jim Wubbena 
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January 29, 2010 3:11 
PM 

From: JAMES W WUBBENA [mailto:jwub1@verizon.net]  
Sent: Friday, January 29, 2010 3:11 PM 
To: Key, Jeffrey 
Subject: Project Mailing List 
 
Jeff Key: 

  

Received in the mail today the proposed discussion on the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor which encouraged us to 
join the Project Mailing List. 

  

Our name and contact information is: 

  

Wubbena Family Trust,  

Ruth L. Wubbena and James W. Wubbena trustees 

4212 Oak Grove Drive 

Carrollton, Texas 75010 

  

We own the property bordering on US 287 on the East, Montana 285 on the South, the Missouri River on the North. 

  

We are most interested in anything affecting that corridor and our property. 

  

Ruth and Jim Wubbena 
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January 28, 2010 1:53 
PM 

From: Nancy Marks [mailto:mtskydog@mt.net]  
Sent: Thursday, January 28, 2010 1:53 PM 
To: Key, Jeffrey 
Subject: Hwy 287 Overpass at Toston, MT 
 
Dear Sirs:  I own property near the overpass at Toston.  Could you please put me on your mailing list for meeting dates and 
update or revisions to plans?   
  
Thank you, Nancy Marks 3597 Hwy 284, Townsend 59644 
(406) 266-3710 
 

December 23, 2009 
12:03 PM 

From: Brian Obert [mailto:bobert@mbac.biz] Sent: Wednesday, December 23, 2009 12:03 PM To: 
Strizich, Carol Cc: Gail Vennes ; Terry Myhre; Bukvich, Robert Subject: Toston Missouri River 
Crossing Corridor Planning Study  
Hello Carol  
Gail Vennes informed me that MDOT is creating a Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning Study. Our Non Profit 
Economic Development group MBAC/Gateway is the Certified Regional Development Corp (CRDC) in Broadwater 
County. In previous years, we teamed with the Broadwater County Commissioners and received property adjacent to the 
Bunkhouse Bar, from Broadwater County with the intent to attract Commercial Business to this 21 acre tract. We are 
hoping to be added to the Stakeholders contact list for this Planning Study. Changes to the alignment and access to Hwy 
287 will effect the scope and accessibility of commercial interests in this location.  
I have attached a letter requesting to be added to the Stakeholder list, and preliminary layout of the Toston Business Park, 
and an economic study that we preformed a while back.  
Thank you.  
Brian Obert 
Gateway Economic Development District 
Montana Business Assistance Connection 
 
406.266.4370 
129 So. Spruce Street 
Townsend, MT 59644
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12:03 PM 
(Continued) 
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December 23, 2009 
12:03 PM 
(Continued) 
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InformationalInformationalInformationalInformationalInformational

 Meeting Meeting Meeting Meeting Meeting

The Montana Department of Transportation
(MDT) invites the public to attend an informational
meeting to discuss the pre-NEPA/MEPA Corri-
dor Study along U.S. Hwy. 287 near Toston.  The
purpose of the meeting is to present the Draft Study,
answer questions, and solicit input from the public.

The meeting is open to the public. MDT attempts
to provide accommodations for any known
disability that may interfere with a person’s
participation in any department service, program
or activity. For reasonable accommodations to
participate in this meeting, please contact Jeff
Key at (406) 444-1400 at least two days before
the meeting. For the hearing impaired, the TTY
number is (406) 444-7696 or (800) 335-7592, or
Montana Relay at 711. Alternative accessible
formats of this information will be provided upon
request.

Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor

Planning Study

Thursday, February 10, 2011  6:00 p.m.

Townsend High School - Community

Room

201 N. Spruce St., Townsend, MT

Comments may be submitted in writing at the
meeting, by mail to Carol Strizich, Project
Manager, MDT, P.O. Box 201001, Helena, MT
59620 or online at
www.mdt.mt.gov/mdt/comment_form.shtml
Please indicate comments are for the Toston
Missouri River Corridor Planning Study.
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XX 

Type 1-2 
adjectives 

Thank you for coming! 
Your input is greatly appreciated. 

Welcome!
 

TOSTON MISSOURI RIVER CROSSING 
CORRIDOR PLANNING STUDY 

 
Public Meeting 
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TOSTON MISSOURI RIVER CROSSING 
CORRIDOR PLANNING STUDY 

Looking northeast at Missouri River Bridge. 
 

Looking northeast at Historic Toston Bridge. 
 

Looking north at US Highway 287 and adjacent lands. Looking east at railway, MRL Bridge, and adjacent lands. 

Looking northwest at Montana Rail Link and adjacent lands. Looking southeast at MRL Bridge and access road. 
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TOSTON MISSOURI RIVER CROSSING 
CORRIDOR PLANNING STUDY 

Looking north at US Highway 287 (left) and Flynn Lane (right).
 

Looking west at US Highway 287, Montana Rail Link, and 
adjacent lands from Flynn Lane. 

Looking north at Flynn Lane and adjacent lands. Looking south at Flynn Lane (left) and US Highway 287 (right). 

Looking northeast at Missouri River. Looking northeast at MRL Bridge and Missouri River Bridge. 
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Comment Sheet 

Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor 

Planning Study — Public Meeting No. 3  
February 11, 2011 

Public comments are an important component to this study!  You are invited to give us 
your comments, concerns and/or suggestions by email and/or in writing on the attached 
form.  The filled out form may be left at this meeting or mailed to the address below.  
Additionally, you may email your comments to CDM’s project manager, Jeff  Key, at 
keyja@cdm.com. All comments must be received no later than 5:00 p.m. on Monday, 
February 21, 2011. 

CDM 
c/o Jeff  Key, P.E. 

50 West 14th Street, Suite 200 
Helena, MT  59601 

I have the following comments on the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning 
Study: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Name:  
Address:  
 
 
Email: 
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Toston Missouri River Corridor Study
(Pre-NEPA/MEPA Planning Effort)

Public Informational Meeting No. 3

February 10, 2011

115



 Planning Process

 Corridor Study Public Draft Available

 Long Term Improvement Options

 Central Corridor Path

 Eastern Corridor Path

 Short Term Improvement Options

 Next Steps
2

Outline of Presentation
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 Research and analysis of existing roadway conditions

 Environmental Scan

 Documentation of future conditions

 Public, stakeholder and resource agency outreach

3

Planning Process
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 Development of corridor needs and objectives

 Identification and screening of short and long term 
improvement options

 Identification of potential funding mechanisms for 
improvement options.

4

Planning Process (continued)
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Public Draft is available at:

 Townsend Public Library

 Broadwater County Commission

 MDT Statewide and Urban Planning (Helena, MT)

 MDT Butte District Office (Butte, MT)

 Online: www.mdt.mt.gov/pubinvolve/toston/

Your comments and input are greatly appreciated!

Deadline for comments is February 21, 2011

5

Corridor Study Public Draft

119

http://www.mdt.mt.gov/pubinvolve/toston/�


6

Long Term Improvement Options                
- 2nd Level Screening

 Does the alignment meet the corridor needs and objectives?

 Environmental / resource impacts

 Construction / ROW Costs (in 2010 dollars)

 ROW impacts

 Constructability

 Length of Alignment

 Public Preference

120



7

2nd Level Screening Results

121



 Pros:
 Greatest public preference

 Closest to existing travel way, resulting 
in lowest overall impacts

 Least impact to irrigated farmland

 Improvement over existing conditions

 Cons:
 Impacts 4(f) fishing access site

 ROW acquisition will be necessary

Approximate cost range (2010 dollars): 
$18-41 Million 

(depending on lane configuration)

8

Central Corridor Path
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 Pros: 
 Improvement over existing 

conditions

 Lowest cost

 Lowest environmental resource 
impacts

 Shortest bridge length

 Cons: 
 Affects irrigation pivots and 

cropland

 Public opposition

 ROW acquisition will be necessary

 Increased route length by 0.59 miles 
(compared to existing)

Approximate cost range (2010 dollars): 
$17-25 Million 

(depending on lane configuration) 9

Eastern Corridor Path
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1. Add Southbound Left Turn Bay to US 287 at Toston Frontage 

Road (0 to 3 years)

2. Address Sight Distance Obstructions – Intersection of US 

287 & S 285 (0 to 3 years)

3. US 287 Shoulder Widening (3 to 5 years)

4. S 285 Realignment (>5 years)

5. US 287 and S 285 Intersection Reconfiguration (3-5 years)

10

Short Term Recommendations
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 MDT and Broadwater County work together to Identify a 

funding mechanism

 Pursue project development

 Develop a formal environmental document

 Initiate preliminary engineering activities 

 Finalize design and prepare construction plans package 

 Let construction contract

11

Next Steps

125



 Federal Funds
 NHS

 Secondary

 Bridge

 Safety

 Local
 Congressionally directed funds

•

12

Funding Sources
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Questions? 

Study Website: 

http://www.mdt.mt.gov/pubinvolve/toston/

13

Conclusion

CDM Helena, ATTN:  Jeff Key, P.E.
keyja@cdm.com

50 West 14th Street, 2nd Floor
Helena, Montana  59601

Tel: 406-441-1400  Fax: 406-449-7725 
127
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Toston Missouri River Corridor Planning Study 
Public Meeting No. 3 (Notes) 
Thursday, February 10, 2011 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.  
Townsend High School – Community Room 
 
 

  

The third public meeting for the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning Study was 
held on Thursday, February 10, 2011, from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm at the Townsend High School 
Community Room. The purpose of the meeting is to present the Draft Study, answer questions, 
and solicit input from the public. The following Planning Team members were present at the 
meeting: 

 Jeff Ebert    (MDT Butte District Administrator)  

 Carol Strizich  (MDT Statewide and Urban Planning Section)  

 Jeff Patten   (FHWA) 

 Gail Vennes   (Broadwater County Commissioner)  

 Jeff Key    (CDM Project Manager)  

 Naomi Fossen  (CDM Project Engineer) 

Additionally, Audrey Allums from MDT was in attendance. Welcome, introductions, and 
opening remarks were made by CDM’s project manager, Jeff Key, who also facilitated the 
meeting.  

A total of 38 members of the public signed in at the meeting and others were present but didn’t 
sign in. This number does not include those individuals on the planning team noted above.  

 

 

The meeting began with a PowerPoint presentation discussing the Public Draft Pre‐NEPA/MEPA 
Corridor Study Report. This report has been made available for public viewing at the Townsend 
Public Library, Broadwater County Commission, MDT Statewide and Urban Planning office in 
Helena, MDT Butte District office in Butte, and online at: www.mdt.mt.gov/pubinvolve/toston/ 

Introduction 

Discussion Items 
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The deadline for comments is February 21, 2011.  

Since the last public meeting held in October, 2010, a second level screening further analyzed 
potential alignment options using to the following criteria: 

• Does the alignment meet the corridor needs and objectives? 

• Environmental and resource impacts 

• Construction and ROW costs (in 2010 dollars) 

• ROW impacts 

• Constructability 

• Length of alignment 

• Public Preference 

The results of the second level screening identified the central corridor and eastern corridor as 
potential paths for realignment.  

The Public Draft Pre‐NEPA/MEPA Corridor Study Report also presents short term 
recommendations for the corridor area. These short term recommendations include the 
following: 

1. Add southbound left turn bay to US 287 at Toston Frontage Road 

2. Address sight distance obstructions – particularly at the intersection of US 287 and S 285 

3. Shoulder widening along US 287 

4. Realignment of S 285 

5. Intersection reconfiguration of US 287 and S 285 

The next steps to move a project forward from this corridor study include: 

• Identify funding source(s) 

• Develop a formal environmental document 

• Initiate preliminary engineering activities 

• Finalize design and prepare construction plans package 
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• Let construction contract 

After CDM’s presentation, the floor was opened for questions and comments. The questions, 
discussion topics and responses from the meeting are presented below: 

 How are land value/costs estimated?  

o Conventional ROW appraisals would take place. 

 Where did the traffic data originate? 

o Traffic data was obtained from MDT. A weighted average was taken at different 
count locations within the corridor. Within the study area, there were two count 
locations used for traffic data. 

 Are bridge structures related with traffic volumes? 

o Yes. This will be a design phase determination. 

 The Townsend‐South EA references 8,000 vehicles per day (vpd) out to the planning 
horizon and a growth rate of 4.9%. What are the data sources? What were the count 
locations? Funding available from Townsend‐South EA? 

o Jeff explained that he isn’t knowledgeable about the Townsend‐South numbers, 
but that for the Toston Corridor Study the traffic projections were based on the 
accepted methodology of going back in time to develop a growth rate for the 
future. For example, the roadway planning horizon for the Toston Corridor Study 
is 20 years, so traffic volumes from the two count locations were analyzed going 
20 years back to calculate a growth rate for the future. This results in a 1.87% 
growth percentage per year.  

o He also explained that since the bridges are typically assessed for a 75 year time 
frame, the data analyzed is longer term going back. For this segment of the 
corridor, there was 38 years of data available, so analyzing that data resulted in a 
2.51 percent growth percentage per year. 

o The starting point for future growth projections was the year 2009 ADT’s.    

  Isn’t a 4‐lane bridge necessary? 

o This corridor study is a high level planning study that does not determine the 
design of a project.   

130



4 of 8| P a g e  

 
A 

 Where will fill material go? 

o This is a design phase determination, but Jeff Ebert stated appropriate material 
will be reclaimed to the extent practicable. 

 Was growth and development in the county taken into consideration in the report? 

o This is a design phase element, with possible growth modeling. This study 
includes a planning level cost estimate for the improvement options that 
includes a range of costs depending on the roadway configurations. 

 If bridge life is 75 years, would a 5‐lane be needed by that time? 

o The design of the bridge will be determined as a project moves forward from this 
study. 

 There is a need for a southbound left turn to Toston. 

o This has been documented in the report as a short term improvement option. 

 Highway sign obstructions are a concern. 

o This has been identified in the report. 

 High speeds are a safety concern. 

 Controlled access will be similar to the remaining US 287 corridor. 

 Pedestrian and bicycle crossing needs to be incorporated. 

 Send report to the Toston Post Office. 

 A flashing light should be installed at the bus stop across from the Bunkhouse Bar. 

 

 

Written comments on the Draft Report may be sent to by mail, email, or through the study 
website. 

 

 

 

Conclusion  
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From: Grant, Paul [pgrant@mt.gov]
Sent: Monday, February 08, 2010 7:23 AM
To: AP (E-mail); Carroll Radio 88.5; Helena Civic Television (E-mail); IR; Jefferson County 

Courier (E-mail); KBLL-AM/FM Helena (E-mail); KCAP; KFBB Helena (E-mail); KHBB; KRTV-
TV; KTVH-TV; KVCM-FM; KXLH-TV; Lee State Bureau (E-mail); Montana Living (E-mail); 
Prospector (E-mail); Queen City News (E-mail); Shawna Swanz; Townsend Star; Three Forks 
Herald

Cc: Strizich, Carol; Fossen, Naomi; Watt Levis, Charity; Grant, Paul; Broadwater Commissioners; 
Ebert, Jeff; Olsen, Joe; Brosten, Barry; Bruner, Heidy

Subject: MDT will hold public meeting to discuss the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning 
Study - Broadwater County                       No CN#

February 8, 2010 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   
 
For more information: 
Carol Strizich, MDT Statewide and Urban Planning, Project Manager, (406) 444‐9240 
 
 
MDT will hold public meeting to discuss the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning 
Study 
 
Toston ‐ The Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) is holding the first public meeting 
on the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning Study.  The meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, February 16, 2010, beginning at 6:00 p.m., at the Townsend High School Community 
Room, 201 North Spruce Street, Townsend, MT. The purpose of the meeting is to inform the 
public on the corridor planning study project scope and purpose, take questions, and solicit 
input from the community on the existing conditions and concerns within the corridor. 
 
Community participation is a very important part of the process, and the public is encouraged 
to attend.  MDT has provided a toll free comment line at 1‐800‐714‐7296.  Opinion, comments 
and concerns may also be submitted in writing at the meeting, by mail to Carol Strizich, MDT 
Statewide and Urban Planning, Project Manager, (406) 444‐9240,, 2960 Prospect Avenue, Helena, 
MT.  59620. Please indicate comments are for the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor 
Planning Study. The MDT and CDM will collect and consider all public comments to better 
understand the public view of potential issues and concerns within the corridor. 
 
 MDT has initiated the process to develop the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor 
Planning Study. The project study area is a 2.8‐mile segment established along U.S. Highway 
287 from Reference  Marker 86.3 (end point of Townsend‐South Project) to  Reference Marker 
89.1 (beginning point of Toston‐South). The corridor planning study will determine cost‐
effective ways to address transportation needs within the U.S. 287 corridor near Toston, 
Montana.  The Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning Study is a pre‐NEPA/MEPA study 
that allows for earlier planning‐level coordination with the public; state and federal 
environmental agencies and other agencies, and will develop specific factors that can be used 
in the subsequent environmental review process as projects are moved forward from the study. 
The corridor study is designed to help facilitate a smooth and efficient transition from 
transportation planning to project development/environmental review. It is important to note 
that the Corridor Planning Study is developed strictly as a planning project and not a design 
project. The results of the study will be applied to determine the level of environmental 
documentation to be used prior to continuation of the NEPA/MEPA process and project 
implementation.   
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Future announcements will be made prior to all public events through the local media and the 
project mailing list.  Interested parties  are encouraged to join the project mailing list by 
submitting their name and contact information to Jeff Key at KeyJA@cdm.com.  
 
A project website has been developed and can be access at  
 
                              www.mdt.mt.gov/pubinvolve/toston 
 
 MDT attempts to provide accommodations for any known disability that may interfere with a 
person's participation in any service, program or activity of our department.  If you require 
reasonable accommodations to participate in this meeting, please call Jeff Key, CDM, (406) 
444‐1400 at least two days before the meeting.  For the hearing impaired, the TTY number is 
(406) 444‐7696 or 1‐800‐335‐7592, or call Montana Relay at 711.  Alternative accessible 
formats of this information will be provided upon request 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐end‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
Project name:  Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning Study Broadwater County 
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Public MeetingPublic MeetingPublic MeetingPublic MeetingPublic Meeting

The Montana Department of Transportation
(MDT) invites the public to attend a public meet-
ing to discuss the U.S. Hwy. 287 corridor near
Toston.  The purpose of the meeting is to inform
the public on the corridor planning study progress,
take questions, and solicit input from the commu-
nity on the potential improvement options in the
corridor.

The meeting is open to the public. MDT attempts
to provide accommodations for any known
disability that may interfere with a person’s
participation in any department service, program
or activity. For reasonable accommodations to
participate in this meeting, please contact Jeff
Key at (406) 444-1400 at least two days before
the meeting. For the hearing impaired, the TTY
number is (406) 444-7696 or (800) 335-7592, or
Montana Relay at 711. Alternative accessible
formats of this information will be provided upon
request.

Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor

Planning Study

Wednesday, October 13, 2010  6:00 p.m.

Townsend High School - Community

Room

201 N. Spruce St., Townsend, MT

Comments may be submitted in writing at the
meeting, by mail to Carol Strizich, Project
Manager, MDT, P.O. Box 201001, Helena, MT
59620 or online at
www.mdt.mt.gov/mdt/comment_form.shtml
Please indicate comments are for the Toston
Missouri River Corridor Planning Study.
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XX 

Type 1-2 
adjectives 

Thank you for coming! 
Your input is greatly appreciated. 

Welcome!
 

TOSTON MISSOURI RIVER CROSSING 
CORRIDOR PLANNING STUDY 

 
Public Meeting 
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TOSTON MISSOURI RIVER CROSSING 
CORRIDOR PLANNING STUDY 

Looking northeast at Missouri River Bridge. 
 

Looking northeast at Historic Toston Bridge. 
 

Looking north at US Highway 287 and adjacent lands. Looking east at railway, MRL Bridge, and adjacent lands. 

Looking northwest at Montana Rail Link and adjacent lands. Looking southeast at MRL Bridge and access road. 
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TOSTON MISSOURI RIVER CROSSING 
CORRIDOR PLANNING STUDY 

Looking north at US Highway 287 (left) and Flynn Lane (right).
 

Looking west at US Highway 287, Montana Rail Link, and 
adjacent lands from Flynn Lane. 

Looking north at Flynn Lane and adjacent lands. Looking south at Flynn Lane (left) and US Highway 287 (right). 

Looking northeast at Missouri River. Looking northeast at MRL Bridge and Missouri River Bridge. 

142



 

Comment Sheet 

Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor 

Planning Study — Public Meeting No. 2  
October 13, 2010 

Public comments are an important component to this project!  You are invited to give us 
your comments, concerns and/or suggestions by email and/or in writing on the attached 
form.  The filled out form may be left at this meeting or mailed to the address below.  
Additionally, you may email your comments to CDM’s project manager, Jeff  Key, at 
keyja@cdm.com. 

CDM 
c/o Jeff  Key, P.E. 

50 West 14th Street, Suite 200 
Helena, MT  59601 

I have the following comments on the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning 
Study: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Name:  
Address:  
 
 
Email: 
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Toston Corridor Area Survey 
Your input is highly valued. Please complete the following survey indicating your preferred 

choice of  general corridor area locations for a roadway alignment and bridge crossing on US 
287.  Please also include the reason for your preferred selection, this information is important 

for us in understanding the public opinion. 
 

Note:  You may select more than one option.  The “No Preference” option indicates that any 
option would be acceptable. 

 
Thank you for your time and input.  

 
 
 
Of  the three (3) possible corridor areas shown, my preferred area for a re-aligned US 287 corri-
dor is in the: 
 
   West Area (Red) 
 

 Central Area (Yellow) 
 

 East Area (Blue) 
   

 No Preference 
  
The reason for this is: 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 THANK YOU FOR TAKING THIS SURVEY! 

 
 

PLEASE LEAVE SURVEY ON SIGN-IN TABLE 
WHEN DONE.... 
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TostonToston Missouri River Missouri River 
Corridor StudyCorridor Study
(Pre NEPA/MEPA Planning Effort)(Pre NEPA/MEPA Planning Effort)

Public Informational Meeting Public Informational Meeting 
No 2No 2No. 2No. 2

October 13, 2010October 13, 2010
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O tli f P t tiO tli f P t tiOutline of PresentationOutline of Presentation

Goals and PurposeGoals and PurposeGoals and PurposeGoals and Purpose

US 287 Corridor Needs and ObjectivesUS 287 Corridor Needs and Objectives

Resource Suitability AnalysisResource Suitability Analysis

Corridor Concept AreasCorridor Concept Areas

Potential Alignment OptionsPotential Alignment Optionsg pg p

Conclusions, Questions and Conclusions, Questions and 
CommentsComments

2

147



G l d P f St dG l d P f St dGoals and Purpose of StudyGoals and Purpose of Study

Purpose of MeetingPurpose of MeetingPurpose of MeetingPurpose of Meeting
Present Corridor Concept AreasPresent Corridor Concept Areas
Gather public input!Gather public input!

Purpose of StudyPurpose of Study
Engage the public early!Engage the public early!g g p yg g p y
Identify constraintsIdentify constraints
Identify shortIdentify short--range and longrange and long--range range 
improvementsimprovementsimprovementsimprovements
Identify funding opportunities and Identify funding opportunities and 
prepare planning level cost estimatesprepare planning level cost estimates
De elop information and data to beDe elop information and data to beDevelop information and data to be Develop information and data to be 
forwarded into the environmental process forwarded into the environmental process 
if a project moves forward from the studyif a project moves forward from the study

3
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Study Area BoundaryStudy Area Boundary
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Other Planned Work in the Other Planned Work in the 
AreaArea

TostonToston –– North North 
Pavement Preservation ProjectPavement Preservation ProjectPavement Preservation ProjectPavement Preservation Project

TostonToston –– SouthSouth
R t tiR t tiReconstruction Reconstruction 

Townsend Townsend –– South Passing LanesSouth Passing Lanes
ReconstructionReconstruction

6
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US 287 Corridor IssuesUS 287 Corridor Issues
Substandard horizontal and vertical curve Substandard horizontal and vertical curve 
on the MRL Bridgeon the MRL Bridge

Substandard vertical curve south of theSubstandard vertical curve south of theSubstandard vertical curve south of the Substandard vertical curve south of the 
Missouri River BridgeMissouri River Bridge

Inadequate roadside clear zone (~width)Inadequate roadside clear zone (~width)Inadequate roadside clear zone ( width)Inadequate roadside clear zone ( width)

Substandard cut and fill slopesSubstandard cut and fill slopes

Narrow roadway widthNarrow roadway width

Inadequate sight distanceInadequate sight distanceInadequate sight distanceInadequate sight distance

High crash trends compared to similar High crash trends compared to similar 
routes statewideroutes statewide

Driver expectancy (corridor continuity Driver expectancy (corridor continuity 
relative to alignment & grade)relative to alignment & grade) 7
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Corridor Needs & ObjectivesCorridor Needs & Objectives

NeedNeed
Improve safety by reducing traffic conflicts and Improve safety by reducing traffic conflicts and 
crashes within the US 287 corridor study area crashes within the US 287 corridor study area 

ObjectivesObjectives
Upgrade the subUpgrade the sub--standard horizontal andstandard horizontal andUpgrade the subUpgrade the sub standard horizontal and standard horizontal and 
vertical alignmentsvertical alignments to meet current MDT design to meet current MDT design 
standards to the extent practicablestandards to the extent practicable

Provide adequate clear zones Provide adequate clear zones by upgrading by upgrading 
shoulder widths and cut and fill slopes to meet current shoulder widths and cut and fill slopes to meet current 
MDT design standards to the extent practicable MDT design standards to the extent practicable 

Improve vehicle turning movements Improve vehicle turning movements at at 
public access points and private approaches by providing public access points and private approaches by providing 
appropriate features commensurate with the types of appropriate features commensurate with the types of 
traffic encountered at specific access locationstraffic encountered at specific access locations

8
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Corridor Needs & ObjectivesCorridor Needs & Objectives

NeedNeed
Improve operation and functionality of the Improve operation and functionality of the 
roadway roadway 

ObjectivesObjectives
Improve the surfacing widthImprove the surfacing width for consistencyfor consistencyImprove the surfacing width Improve the surfacing width for consistency for consistency 
with other segments of US 287 and to meet current MDT with other segments of US 287 and to meet current MDT 
design standardsdesign standards

Provide a roadway that accommodates Provide a roadway that accommodates 
existing and future capacity demandsexisting and future capacity demands to theto theexisting and future capacity demands existing and future capacity demands to the to the 
extent practicableextent practicable

Provide modifications to the roadway Provide modifications to the roadway 
horizontal alignment and vertical profile horizontal alignment and vertical profile to to 
meet current MDT design standards to the extentmeet current MDT design standards to the extentmeet current MDT design standards to the extent meet current MDT design standards to the extent 
practicablepracticable

Meet design and construction criteriaMeet design and construction criteria
relative to horizontal and vertical clearances from railroad relative to horizontal and vertical clearances from railroad 
service and track infrastructureservice and track infrastructureservice and track infrastructureservice and track infrastructure

Consider nonConsider non--motorized needs motorized needs within the within the 
corridorcorridor

9
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Corridor Needs & ObjectivesCorridor Needs & Objectives

Other ObjectivesOther Objectives
Minimize the environmental resource Minimize the environmental resource 
impacts impacts of improvement options for the corridorof improvement options for the corridor

Maintain traffic Maintain traffic within the corridor to the extent within the corridor to the extent 
practicablepracticable

Provide appropriate access Provide appropriate access to the town of to the town of 
TostonToston, Secondary Route 285, and other public and , Secondary Route 285, and other public and 
private approaches during constructionprivate approaches during constructionp pp gp pp g

Perpetuate agricultural and other unique Perpetuate agricultural and other unique 
vehicle movements vehicle movements during constructionduring constructiongg

Recognize and accommodateRecognize and accommodate the diverse the diverse 
nature of corridor nature of corridor “thru” traffic “thru” traffic -- such as recreational such as recreational 
vehicles and semivehicles and semi--truck/trailerstruck/trailers

10
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Suitability Analysis Suitability Analysis 

Broad view assessment of areas that Broad view assessment of areas that 
may be most suitable for potential may be most suitable for potential 
roadway reroadway re--alignmentalignment

Previously identified resources and Previously identified resources and 
“areas of concern”“areas of concern”

ArcGISArcGIS software tool utilized to software tool utilized to 
“weigh” different resource areas “weigh” different resource areas 
according to a scaled systemaccording to a scaled systemaccording to a scaled systemaccording to a scaled system

When combined, a “weighted overlay” When combined, a “weighted overlay” 
is calculated to identify desirable andis calculated to identify desirable andis calculated to identify desirable and is calculated to identify desirable and 
undesirable areas to considerundesirable areas to consider

12
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Suitability Analysis Suitability Analysis 

9
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Corridor Concept AreasCorridor Concept Areas

36
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Corridor Concept AreasCorridor Concept Areas
(West)(West)

Large sweeping curve to the west of the Large sweeping curve to the west of the 
existing US 287 highwayexisting US 287 highway

Results in longer bridges skewed to the Results in longer bridges skewed to the 
river and tracks (high $$$)river and tracks (high $$$)

Possible impacts to Bunkhouse Bar and Possible impacts to Bunkhouse Bar and 
County development plansCounty development plans

Moves highway farther away from Moves highway farther away from TostonToston

Reduces overall laneReduces overall lane--mileage of highwaymileage of highway

High fills, long bridges & difficult access High fills, long bridges & difficult access 
considerations considerations 

16
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Corridor Concept AreasCorridor Concept Areas

36
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Corridor Concept AreasCorridor Concept Areas
(Central)(Central)

Utilizes existing US 287 corridor to the Utilizes existing US 287 corridor to the 
greatest extent possiblegreatest extent possible

Constructs bridges on a tangent over the Constructs bridges on a tangent over the 
river and rail linesriver and rail lines

Can use existing PTW and associated fill Can use existing PTW and associated fill 
($$$ savings)($$$ savings)

Possible impact to corner of fishing Possible impact to corner of fishing 
access siteaccess site

Keeps approximate same laneKeeps approximate same lane--mileage as mileage as 
current US 287 roadwaycurrent US 287 roadway

Fills extended & possible irrigation Fills extended & possible irrigation 
impactsimpacts

18
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Corridor Concept AreasCorridor Concept Areas

36
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Corridor Concept AreasCorridor Concept Areas
(East)(East)

Routes highway east of Routes highway east of TostonToston

P di l b id i i dP di l b id i i dPerpendicular bridge crossing over river and Perpendicular bridge crossing over river and 
rail results in shortest span length (less $$$)rail results in shortest span length (less $$$)

Route would have least overall impacts toRoute would have least overall impacts toRoute would have least overall impacts to Route would have least overall impacts to 
identified resources areasidentified resources areas

Route would increase laneRoute would increase lane--mileage compared mileage compared g pg p
to existingto existing

SS--285 connection would be reconfigured285 connection would be reconfigured

Would not meet driver expectancyWould not meet driver expectancy

High fills, shorter bridges & access High fills, shorter bridges & access 
considerations considerations 

20
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Corridor Concept AreasCorridor Concept Areas

36
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Potential Alignment OptionsPotential Alignment Options

Ten (10) initial alignment optionsTen (10) initial alignment options
Two options west of existing Two options west of existing 
roadwayroadwayroadwayroadway
Six options near/around existing Six options near/around existing 
roadwayroadway
Two options east ofTwo options east of TostonTostonTwo options east of Two options east of TostonToston

Options are broad concepts that can Options are broad concepts that can 
meet FHWA design criteriameet FHWA design criteriagg

Options are developed to minimize Options are developed to minimize 
impacts to resourcesimpacts to resourcespp

Other options could be developed as Other options could be developed as 
wellwell

23
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Next Steps Next Steps 

Solicit public input on possible corridor Solicit public input on possible corridor 
areasareas

Evaluate public input with other factors to Evaluate public input with other factors to 
“screen” possible corridor areas“screen” possible corridor areas

Select one possible corridor area for Select one possible corridor area for 
future alignment developmentfuture alignment development

Identify potential improvement options Identify potential improvement options 
and document accordinglyand document accordingly

Develop Draft Corridor Study ReportDevelop Draft Corridor Study Report

Final public meeting to present CorridorFinal public meeting to present CorridorFinal public meeting to present Corridor Final public meeting to present Corridor 
Study Report and recommendationsStudy Report and recommendations

24
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C l iC l iConclusion Conclusion 

Questions, answers and/or comments?Questions, answers and/or comments?

Study Website: Study Website: yy

http://www.mdt.mt.gov/pubinvolve/toston/http://www.mdt.mt.gov/pubinvolve/toston/

St d N l ttSt d N l ttStudy Newsletters:Study Newsletters:

Study Contact:Study Contact:

CDM Helena, ATTN:  Jeff Key, P.E.
keyja@cdm.com

50 West 14th Street, 2nd Floor,
Helena, Montana  59601

Tel: 406-441-1400  Fax: 406-449-7725 

25
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Toston Missouri River Corridor Planning Study 
Public Meeting No. 2 (Notes) 
Wednesday, October 13, 2010 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.  
Townsend High School – Community Room 
 
 

  

The second public meeting for the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning Study was 
held on Wednesday, October 13, 2010, from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm at the Townsend High School 
Community Room. The purpose of the meeting was to inform the public on the progress of the 
study and solicit comments and concerns about the west, central, and east corridors. The 
following Planning Team members were present at the meeting: 

 Jeff Ebert  (MDT Butte District Administrator)  

 Carol Strizich (MDT Statewide and Urban Planning Section)  

 Deb Wambach (MDT Environmental Services Bureau) 

 Gail Vennes  (Broadwater County Commissioner)  

 Jeff Key  (CDM Project Manager)  

 Jamie Jespersen (CDM Project Planner) 

In addition, Elaine Gravelley, Broadwater County Commissioner, was in attendance. Welcome 
and opening remarks were made by CDM’s project manager, Jeff Key, who also facilitated the 
meeting.  

A total of 15 members of the public attended this second public meeting. This number does not 
include those individuals on the planning team noted above. All new attendees will be added to 
the project mailing list. 

 

 

The meeting began with a PowerPoint presentation reviewing the goals, purpose, needs and 
objectives of the Corridor Study. Additionally, the suitability analysis, corridor concept areas, 
and potential alignment options were presented.   

Introduction 

Discussion Items 
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After CDM’s presentation, the floor was opened for questions. The results of the questions and 
discussion topics evolving from the meeting are presented below: 

 Were economic development opportunities considered in developing the east corridor? 

 Were impacts to pivot systems considered in the east corridor? 

 How and when will the project develop precise costs? 

 Overall support for the central corridor. 

 The Radersburg Road junction needs to be moved because its current location is 
dangerous. 

 How high do traffic volumes need to get to consider a 4-lane roadway? 

 There is a 5-lane section to the north and south of the corridor study area.  Additionally 
there is a 5-lane bridge to the south of the corridor study area.  With this project, MDT 
should look into designing bridges with 5 lanes for future expansion. 

 Decreased ADT. 

 

 

The next public meeting is scheduled for early December, 2010.   

 

Conclusion  
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:    FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
January 19, 2010      Carol Strizich 
        MDT Project Manager 
        406-444-9240 
         
       
Toston – The Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) is holding the first public meeting on the 
Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning Study. The meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
February 16, 2010, from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm, at the Townsend High School Community Room, 201 
North Spruce Street. The purpose of the meeting is to inform the public on the corridor planning study 
project scope and purpose, take questions, and solicit input from the community on the existing 
conditions and concerns within the corridor.  
 
The Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) has initiated the process to develop the Toston 
Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning Study. The project study area is a 2.8 mile segment 
established along US Highway 287 from Reference Post (RP) 86.3 (end point of Townsend-South 
Project) to RP 89.1 (beginning point of Toston-South). The corridor planning study will determine cost-
effective ways to address transportation needs within the US 287 corridor near Toston, Montana.  
The Toston Missouri River Corridor Planning Study is a pre-NEPA/MEPA study that allows for earlier 
planning-level coordination with the public, resource and other agencies, and will develop specific 
factors that can be used in the subsequent environmental review process as projects are moved 
forward from the study. The corridor study is designed to help facilitate a smooth and efficient 
transition from transportation planning to project development/environmental review. It is important to 
note that the Corridor Planning Study is developed strictly as a planning project and not a design 
project. The results of the study will be used to determine the level of environmental documentation to 
be used prior to continuation of the NEPA/MEPA process and project implementation.        
 
The general public is invited to participate in the public meeting scheduled for Tuesday, February 16, 
2010. Announcements will be made prior to all public events through local media and the project 
mailing list. Those with specific interest in the study are encouraged to join the project mailing list by 
submitting their name and contact information to Jeff Key at KeyJA@cdm.com. A project website has 
been developed and can be access at www.mdt.mt.gov/pubinvolve/toston. MDT has provided a toll 
free comment line at 1-800-714-7296. The public may also provide input or questions by contacting 
Carol Strizich, the MDT Project Manager, at 406-444-9240 or mailing 2960 Prospect Avenue, Helena, 
Montana, 59620. The MDT and CDM will collect and consider all public comments to better 
understand the public view of potential issues and concerns within the corridor.   
 
To:     
 
Helena Independent Record, Newsroom, IRStaff@HelenaIR.com 
The Townsend Star, News Department, TStarMT@MT.net  
Associated Press Montana, News Department, APMontana@ap.org 
Bozeman Daily Chronicle, Press Release Department, citydesk@dailychronicle.com 
The Belgrade News, Managing Editor, AMalby@belgrade-news.com 
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Toston Missouri River               

Corridor Planning Study 
Tuesday, February 16, 2010 6:00 p.m. 

Townsend High School – Community Room 
201 North Spruce Street, Townsend 

 

The Montana Department of Transportation 
invites the public to attend a public meeting to 
discuss the US 287 corridor near Toston. The 
purpose of the meeting is to inform the public on 
the corridor planning study scope and purpose, 
take questions, and solicit input from the 
community on the existing conditions and 
concerns within the corridor.   
 
 

The meeting is open to the public. MDT attempts to provide 
accommodations for any known disability that may interfere 
with a person’s participation in any department service, 
program or activity. For reasonable accommodations to 
participate in this meeting, please contact Jeff Key at (406) 
441-1400 at least two days before the meeting. For the hearing 
impaired, the TTY number is (406) 444-7696 or (800) 335-
7592, or Montana Relay at 711. Alternative accessible formats 
of this information will be provided upon request. 
   

Comments may be submitted in writing at the meeting; by mail 
to Carol Strizich, MDT at  

P.O. Box 201001, Helena, MT 59620; or online at 
www.mdt.mt.gov/pubinvolve/toston/ 

Please indicate comments are for the Toston Missouri River 
Corridor Planning Study. 

 
 

        Public Meeting 
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XX 

Type 1-2 
adjectives 

Thank you for coming! 
Your input is greatly appreciated. 

Welcome!
 

TOSTON MISSOURI RIVER CROSSING 
CORRIDOR PLANNING STUDY 

 
Public Meeting 
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TOSTON MISSOURI RIVER CROSSING 
CORRIDOR PLANNING STUDY 

Looking northeast at Missouri River Bridge. 
 

Looking northeast at Historic Toston Bridge. 
 

Looking north at US Highway 287 and adjacent lands. Looking east at railway, MRL Bridge, and adjacent lands. 

Looking northwest at Montana Rail Link and adjacent lands. Looking southeast at MRL Bridge and access road. 
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TOSTON MISSOURI RIVER CROSSING 
CORRIDOR PLANNING STUDY 

Looking north at US Highway 287 (left) and Flynn Lane (right).
 

Looking west at US Highway 287, Montana Rail Link, and 
adjacent lands from Flynn Lane. 

Looking north at Flynn Lane and adjacent lands. Looking south at Flynn Lane (left) and US Highway 287 (right). 

Looking northeast at Missouri River. Looking northeast at MRL Bridge and Missouri River Bridge. 
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TostonToston Missouri River Missouri River 
Corridor Planning StudyCorridor Planning Study
Public Informational Meeting Public Informational Meeting 
No. 1No. 1

February 16, 2010February 16, 2010
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P f thi M tiP f thi M tiPurpose of this MeetingPurpose of this Meeting

 Introduce theIntroduce the TostonToston Missouri RiverMissouri River Introduce the Introduce the TostonToston Missouri River Missouri River 
Corridor Planning StudyCorridor Planning Study

 Identify partners & stakeholdersIdentify partners & stakeholders Identify partners & stakeholders Identify partners & stakeholders 

 Explain public involvement processExplain public involvement process

 Describe initial work completed on Describe initial work completed on 
study and scope of remaining tasksstudy and scope of remaining tasksy p gy p g

 Solicit comments and concerns from Solicit comments and concerns from 
the public in attendancethe public in attendancethe public in attendancethe public in attendance

 Informal discussions after the Informal discussions after the 
presentationpresentationpresentation presentation 

2
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O tli f P t tiO tli f P t tiOutline of PresentationOutline of Presentation

 Goals and PurposeGoals and Purpose Goals and PurposeGoals and Purpose

 US 287 Corridor OverviewUS 287 Corridor Overview

 Corridor Planning vs. NEPA/MEPACorridor Planning vs. NEPA/MEPA

 Stakeholders / Public Involvement / Stakeholders / Public Involvement / 
ScheduleSchedule

 Existing Conditions in the CorridorExisting Conditions in the Corridor

 Conclusions, Questions and Conclusions, Questions and ,,
CommentsComments

3
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G l d P f St dG l d P f St dGoals and Purpose of StudyGoals and Purpose of Study

 Engage the public early!Engage the public early! Engage the public early!Engage the public early!

 Identify constraintsIdentify constraints

 Identify shortIdentify short--range and longrange and long--range range 
improvementsimprovements

 Develop planning level cost estimatesDevelop planning level cost estimates

 Develop information and data to be Develop information and data to be 
forwarded into the environmental forwarded into the environmental 
process as a project moves forwardprocess as a project moves forwardprocess as a project moves forward process as a project moves forward 
from the studyfrom the study

Corridor Planning

Corridor Study/Plan
•Alternatives Analysis
•Purpose & Need 

PolicyDirection
Statewide/Metro Transportation 

Plan/Other
NEPA/MEPA

Project

Implementation

4
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Study Area BoundaryStudy Area Boundary
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Proposed Improvements forProposed Improvements forProposed Improvements for Proposed Improvements for 
US 287 Within Corridor Study US 287 Within Corridor Study 
AreaAreaAreaArea

 TostonToston –– North North 
 Pavement Preservation ProjectPavement Preservation Project Pavement Preservation ProjectPavement Preservation Project

 TostonToston –– SouthSouth
 Reconstruction Reconstruction 

 TownsendTownsend –– South Passing LanesSouth Passing Lanes Townsend Townsend –– South Passing LanesSouth Passing Lanes
 ReconstructionReconstruction

7
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What is a Corridor Planning What is a Corridor Planning 
Study?Study?
 PrePre--NEPA/MEPA Corridor StudyNEPA/MEPA Corridor Study

 NotNot a NEPA/MEPA* Study or a NEPA/MEPA* Study or 
Environmental StudyEnvironmental StudyEnvironmental StudyEnvironmental Study

 NotNot a Preliminary or Final Design a Preliminary or Final Design 
ProjectProject

 NotNot a Construction ora Construction or NotNot a Construction or a Construction or 
Maintenance ProjectMaintenance Project

 NotNot a Right of Way Acquisition a Right of Way Acquisition 
projectprojectprojectproject

* The National Environmental Policy Act The National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) / Montana Environmental Policy 
Act (MEPA) is a policy for the protection 
of the natural environment and human 
health and welfare and is carried out by y
promoting efforts to prevent or eliminate 
damage to the environment.

9
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Corridor Planning and Corridor Planning and 
Corridor StudiesCorridor Studies
Corridor StudyCorridor Study

A detailed evaluation of an existing A detailed evaluation of an existing 
transportation system within atransportation system within atransportation system within a transportation system within a 
designated corridor including factors designated corridor including factors 
and issues affecting the system and and issues affecting the system and 
recommendations for how the system recommendations for how the system 
h ld b h d t t lh ld b h d t t l ttshould be changed to meet longshould be changed to meet long--term term 

transportation needstransportation needs

Corridor Planning

C id  St d /PlPolicyDirection ProjectCorridor Study/Plan
•Alternatives Analysis
•Purpose & Need 

PolicyDirection
Statewide/Metro Transportation 

Plan/Other
NEPA/MEPA

Project

Implementation

10
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Corridor Planning Approach Corridor Planning Approach 

 A corridor is identified for analysisA corridor is identified for analysis

C id t diC id t di Corridor studies:Corridor studies:

 Are a “high level scan”Are a “high level scan”

 Define transportation issues/problemsDefine transportation issues/problems

 Assesses a broad range of optionsAssesses a broad range of options

Considers social economic andConsiders social economic and Considers social, economic, and Considers social, economic, and 
environmental effects at an early stageenvironmental effects at an early stage

Provides a level of analysis that canProvides a level of analysis that can Provides a level of analysis that can Provides a level of analysis that can 
support informed and sustainable support informed and sustainable 
decisionsdecisions

11
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Corridor Planning Approach Corridor Planning Approach 

 Corridor studies:Corridor studies:

Id tif tId tif t ff ti d f iblff ti d f ibl Identify costIdentify cost--effective and feasible effective and feasible 
strategiesstrategies

C id it dC id it d Consider community concerns and Consider community concerns and 
valuesvalues

Fosters greater cooperation amongFosters greater cooperation among Fosters greater cooperation among Fosters greater cooperation among 
agencies and other stakeholdersagencies and other stakeholders

Extends the participation of theseExtends the participation of these Extends the participation of these Extends the participation of these 
parties through the NEPA/MEPA parties through the NEPA/MEPA 
processprocess

 Can streamline the overall processCan streamline the overall process

12
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Corridor Planning Approach Corridor Planning Approach 

 Corridor planning:Corridor planning:

I f th NEPA/MEPAI f th NEPA/MEPA Informs the NEPA/MEPA processInforms the NEPA/MEPA process
–– Issues IdentificationIssues Identification
–– Purpose and NeedPurpose and Need
–– Alternatives DevelopmentAlternatives Development
–– Technical AnalysesTechnical Analyses
–– Information on ImpactsInformation on Impactspp

 Reduces the cost of environmental Reduces the cost of environmental 
processprocessprocessprocess

 Speeds project deliverySpeeds project delivery

13
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Corridor Planning Approach Corridor Planning Approach 

 Corridor planning:Corridor planning:

P id l d tiP id l d ti Provides early and continuous Provides early and continuous 
involvementinvolvement

P i iti f t t t tiP i iti f t t t ti Prioritize future transportation Prioritize future transportation 
improvements based on financial improvements based on financial 
feasibilityfeasibility

 Identifies corridor management Identifies corridor management 
strategiesstrategies

14
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StakeholdersStakeholders

 Study Planning TeamStudy Planning Team
 MDTMDT

FHWAFHWA FHWAFHWA
 Broadwater CountyBroadwater County
 ConsultantConsultant

 StakeholdersStakeholders
 City of TownsendCity of Townsend
 Broadwater County Broadwater County yy
 Montana Rail LinkMontana Rail Link
 BNSF RailwayBNSF Railway
 Economic DevelopmentEconomic Development Economic Development Economic Development 

CorporationsCorporations

16
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StakeholdersStakeholders

 StakeholdersStakeholders
 Townsend School DistrictTownsend School District

US 287 U ’ GUS 287 U ’ G US 287 User’s GroupUS 287 User’s Group
 Water User’s Group (Missouri Water User’s Group (Missouri 

River)River)
T tT t I i ti Di t i tI i ti Di t i t TostonToston Irrigation DistrictIrrigation District

 Pat Barnes Chapter of Trout Pat Barnes Chapter of Trout 
UnlimitedUnlimited
Co nt Fire Departments andCo nt Fire Departments and County Fire Departments and County Fire Departments and 
Emergency Medical PersonnelEmergency Medical Personnel

 County Sheriff and Montana State County Sheriff and Montana State 
Highway PatrolHighway PatrolHighway PatrolHighway Patrol

 Landowners in the CorridorLandowners in the Corridor
 Resource and Regulatory AgenciesResource and Regulatory Agencies

17
196



Public Involvement ActivitiesPublic Involvement Activities

 Three public informational meetingsThree public informational meetings

P t ti t B d t C tP t ti t B d t C t Presentations to Broadwater County Presentations to Broadwater County 
CommissionCommission

 OneOne--onon--one outreach to select one outreach to select 
landowners and project stakeholderslandowners and project stakeholders

 Other Outreach EffortsOther Outreach Efforts
 Project newslettersProject newsletters
 Website/Toll Free lineWebsite/Toll Free line Website/Toll Free lineWebsite/Toll Free line
 Informal meetingsInformal meetings

18
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Project ScheduleProject Schedule

 Project KickProject Kick--off Meeting Held off Meeting Held 
December 16, 2009December 16, 2009

 Draft Corridor Study Document         Draft Corridor Study Document         
(~ August 2010)(~ August 2010)

 Final Corridor Study Document Final Corridor Study Document 
(~October 2010)(~October 2010)
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Corridor OverviewCorridor Overview

 Rural Principal Arterial Rural Principal Arterial –– NonNon--Interstate Interstate 
National Highway System (NHS) route National Highway System (NHS) route 

 Predominant route between major cities Predominant route between major cities 
and towns and towns 

 Significance to interstates Significance to interstates 

 Functional classification determines design Functional classification determines design 
d d i t d hi h t id d i t d hi h t ispeed and associated highway geometricsspeed and associated highway geometrics

21
200



Existing Traffic VolumesExisting Traffic Volumes

22
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Existing Crash TrendsExisting Crash Trends

 Safety issues are a significant concernSafety issues are a significant concern
 A 10A 10--year period of crash data was year period of crash data was 

analyzed (analyzed (01/01/199901/01/1999 –– 12/31/2008)12/31/2008)analyzed (analyzed (01/01/1999 01/01/1999 12/31/2008)12/31/2008)
 59 total crashes in the 1059 total crashes in the 10--year periodyear period

 26 occurred on bridge near MP 8826 occurred on bridge near MP 88
 45 were single vehicle crashes (76.3 %)45 were single vehicle crashes (76.3 %) 45 were single vehicle crashes (76.3 %)45 were single vehicle crashes (76.3 %)

 10 involved wild animals (17.0 %)10 involved wild animals (17.0 %)
 14 involved guardrail (23. 7%)14 involved guardrail (23. 7%)

 Rumble strips installed 2006Rumble strips installed 2006 Rumble strips installed 2006Rumble strips installed 2006

US Highway 287 Crash Statistics (MP 86.1 – 89.1)
(from January 1, 1999 – December 31, 2008

Statewide Average NINHS Routes Study Area

All Vehicles Crash Rate 1.07 1.32

All Vehicles Severity Index 2.20 2.64

All Vehicles Severity Rate 2.36 4.28

23

Total Recorded Crashes 59

Source: MDT Traffic and Safety 
Bureau, 2009. 202



Railroad Bridge CrossingRailroad Bridge Crossing

 US 287 bridge crossing over the MRL track US 287 bridge crossing over the MRL track 
(MP 88.05)(MP 88.05)

 Existing bridge structure is ~386 feet in Existing bridge structure is ~386 feet in 
lengthlength

 Bridge rail was retrofitted with concrete Bridge rail was retrofitted with concrete 
barrierbarrier

 Horizontal separation and verticalHorizontal separation and vertical Horizontal separation and vertical Horizontal separation and vertical 
clearance criteria existsclearance criteria exists

 Important for this study’s conceptual Important for this study’s conceptual 
improvement option(s)improvement option(s)
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Missouri River Bridge Missouri River Bridge 
CrossingCrossing
 Existing bridge structure is ~690 feet in Existing bridge structure is ~690 feet in 

lengthlength
 28 feet in width28 feet in width
 Bridge rail was retrofitted with concrete Bridge rail was retrofitted with concrete 

barrierbarrier
 Continuous steel girders (main span)Continuous steel girders (main span)
 Concrete TConcrete T--beam for end spansbeam for end spans

25
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Environmental Resources Environmental Resources 

 Surface WatersSurface Waters
 FloodplainFloodplain
 Irrigation SystemsIrrigation Systems Irrigation SystemsIrrigation Systems
 Threatened and Endangered SpeciesThreatened and Endangered Species
 Species of Special ConcernSpecies of Special Concern
 WetlandsWetlands
 WildlifeWildlife
 FisheriesFisheries FisheriesFisheries
 Cultural ResourcesCultural Resources
 RecreationRecreation
 Prime FarmlandPrime Farmland
 Hazardous Waste SitesHazardous Waste Sites
 NoiseNoise
 Air QualityAir Quality
 GeologyGeology

 Noxious WeedsNoxious Weeds
 Private DevelopmentPrivate Development

26
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Surface Waters / Floodplain Surface Waters / Floodplain --
Graphic Graphic 
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Irrigation Systems Irrigation Systems -- Graphic Graphic 
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Cultural Resources & Cultural Resources & 
Recreation Recreation -- GraphicGraphic
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Wildlife Corridors Wildlife Corridors -- GraphicGraphic
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Species of Special Concern Species of Special Concern --
Graphic Graphic 
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Land Use Land Use -- GraphicGraphic
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Hazardous Waste Hazardous Waste -- GraphicGraphic

212



Hazardous Waste Hazardous Waste -- GraphicGraphic
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Hazardous Waste Hazardous Waste -- GraphicGraphic

214



Environmental ScanEnvironmental Scan
 Environmental scan will be completedEnvironmental scan will be completed Environmental scan will be completed Environmental scan will be completed 

in short termin short term

 Helps provide sufficient information to Helps provide sufficient information to 
compare conceptual improvement compare conceptual improvement 
optionsoptions

F t l fl ?F t l fl ? Fatal flaws?Fatal flaws?

 Greater or lesser impactsGreater or lesser impacts

 Can impacts be avoided, minimized or Can impacts be avoided, minimized or 
mitigated mitigated –– and at what cost?and at what cost?

 Procedural hurdles?Procedural hurdles?

 Environmental resource & regulatory Environmental resource & regulatory 
agencies inputagencies input
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Next Steps Next Steps 

 Continue study coordination and  Continue study coordination and  
outreachoutreach

 Complete existing conditions and data Complete existing conditions and data 
gathering effortsgathering efforts

 Begin analysis of transportation Begin analysis of transportation 
needs needs 

 Begin identification of potential Begin identification of potential 
improvement options for the corridorimprovement options for the corridor
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Next Steps Next Steps 

 Solicit comments from the publicSolicit comments from the public

R i th di lR i th di l t/ ditt/ dit Review the displays Review the displays -- comment/edit comment/edit 
preliminary informationpreliminary information

 Areas of concernAreas of concern

 Known constraintsKnown constraints Known constraintsKnown constraints

 General perception / ideas about the General perception / ideas about the 
corridorcorridorcorridorcorridor
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C l iC l iConclusion Conclusion 

Questions, answers and/or comments?Questions, answers and/or comments?

Study Study Website: Website: yy

http://www.mdt.mt.gov/pubinvolve/toston/http://www.mdt.mt.gov/pubinvolve/toston/

St d N l ttSt d N l ttStudy NewslettersStudy Newsletters::

Study Contact:Study Contact:

CDM Helena, ATTN:  Jeff Key, P.E.
keyja@cdm.com

50 West 14th Street, 2nd Floor,
Helena, Montana  59601

Tel: 406-441-1400  Fax: 406-449-7725 
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Toston Missouri River Corridor Planning Study 
Public Meeting No. 1 (Notes) 
Tuesday, February 16, 2010 6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.  
Townsend High School – Community Room 
 
 

  

The first public meeting for the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning Study was held 
on Tuesday, February 16, 2010, from 6:00 pm to 8:30 pm at the Townsend High School 
Community Room. The purpose of the meeting was to inform the public on the study and solicit 
comments and concerns about the corridor. The following Planning Team members were 
present at the meeting: 

 Jeff Ebert    (MDT Butte District Administrator)  

 Carol Strizich  (MDT Statewide and Urban Planning Section)  

 Barry Brosten  (MDT Environmental Services Bureau) 

 Deb Wambach  (MDT Environmental Services Bureau) 

 Jeff Patten   (FHWA Operations Engineer) 

 Bob Burkhardt   (FHWA Statewide Planning & Structures Engineer) 

 Gail Vennes   (Broadwater County Commissioner)  

 Jeff Key    (CDM Project Manager)  

 Naomi Fossen  (CDM Project Engineer) 

In addition, Elaine Graveley and Laura Obert, Broadwater County Commissioners, were in 
attendance. Welcome and opening remarks were made by MDT’s Jeff Ebert. CDM’s project 
manager, Jeff Key, facilitated the meeting.  

A total of 28 members of the public attended this first public meeting. This number does not 
include those individuals on the planning team noted above. Of the 28 members of the public in 
attendance, eleven individuals were neither on the corridor landowner list or the list of Toston 
residents. Accordingly, these eleven individuals have been added to the project mailing list. 

 

Introduction 
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The meeting began with a PowerPoint presentation introducing the corridor planning study, a 
description of NEPA/MEPA, and the approach for the study. An overview of the corridor was 
presented including the significance of the highway classification, traffic volumes, crash 
statistics, and bridge crossings over the railroad and Missouri River. Graphics of known 
environmental constraints were shown as potential areas of concerns throughout the corridor. 

After CDM’s presentation, the floor was open for any questions. The results of the questions 
and discussion topics evolving from the meeting are presented below: 

 Consideration should be given for a 50‐year planning horizon for the planning study 
versus a 20‐year study.  

 Thought should be given to holding future public meetings in Toston at the Fire Hall. 

 There are several school bus and postal routes through the corridor. Thought and 
consideration should be made to these routes and the affect they have on the function 
and flow of the corridor. 

 There is a lot of activity south of the bridge with the Fire Department and the 
Bunkhouse Bar.  

 There are several restrictions at the bridge approaches. In particular, geometric and 
pavement issues on both ends of the bridge.   

 Visual obstructions are caused by several signs posted at the intersection of Hwy 285 
and 287. Special comment being given when making a left turn from Hwy 285 onto Hwy 
287.  

 The sight distance at the south end of the bridge should be further investigated. It was 
thought that the original construction resulted in the grade being 5 feet lower in this 
location, likely adversely affecting the sight distance.  

 Reference was made to the Laurel Bridge and icy road conditions. That structure is on a 
long curve and can be very dangerous during winter conditions. Such winter conditions 
and the bridge should be given significant consideration. 

 Bicycle and pedestrian facilities should be addressed throughout the corridor. Bicycle 
and pedestrian usage is permitted along all public roads within Montana. 

 The location of the Bunkhouse Bar and the Fire Station at the south end of the bridge 
has resulted in an important access point within the corridor. 

Discussion Items 
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 A larger corridor study area should be explored. In particular, the entire corridor from 
Helena to Three Forks. 

 Consider introducing a reduction in the speed limit through the corridor. 

 The potential for new dumpster sites may influence the flow of traffic within the 
corridor, and mainly along Hwy 285. 

 

 

The meeting concluded with an opportunity for the public to look at the display boards and 
graphics and provide any comments, suggestions, and/or concerns to the Planning Team 
members. The public was encouraged to write on the display boards and offer additional 
information. The following topics were discussed with Planning Team members: 

 There has been discussion of potentially opening a dumpster site south of Hwy 285 in an 
old gravel spot. This would increase traffic and safety concerns on Hwy 285 and the 
intersection with Hwy 287.  

 Suggest a preferred bike route to detour the bridges over the railroad and the Missouri 
River and take the Historic Toston Bridge. The route would be more scenic and safer for 
bicyclists. Introduce a beautification aspect to the study to encourage the alternative 
bike route. 

 Consider placing a new bridge at MP 88 in the location of the old sugar beet farm. 

 In addition to the crash data, there is interest to see the number of fatalities through the 
corridor.  

 A landowner has observed the Fishing Access Site gets light to moderate use. The main 
use is either the Toston Dam to the Fishing Access Site or the Fishing Access Site to York 
Island or Townsend. 

 A main irrigation canal is located at approximately MP 88. 

 There have been numerous sightings of wildlife within the corridor. Particularly, 
antelope, elk, mule deer, whitetail deer, mountain lions, and black bear. 

 In the Note section of the Wildlife Corridor Areas graphic, consider replacing the words 
are and throughout with maybe and within/near, respectively.  

One‐On‐One Discussion Items
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 The Osprey nest located near the Fishing Access Site has not been shown on the Wildlife 
Corridor Areas graphic. Consider showing this location on the graphic? The 
Environmental Scan Report documents the presence of Osprey within the corridor and 
its protection under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. 

 A landowner indicated an area on the Animal Species of Concern graphic indicating a 
known area in which bald eagles have a winter roost area. 

 A member of the public indicated that MDT received a revocable easement from the 
railroad that allows them to have the bridge crossing over the tracks. The individual 
thought that the railroad could revoke the easement at any time, which concerns this 
individual if time and expense for a new bridge is made but the railroad can prohibit any 
future construction. 

 Involve the safety of postal carriers into future planning throughout the corridor. 

 Further investigate where land use classifications come from. 

 The abandoned mine displayed on the Hazardous Material graphic was remediated in 
the summer of 2009. 

 

 

The next public meeting is scheduled for early August, 2010.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion  
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Toston Missouri River Crossing 
Corridor Study Newsletter 3  

The Montana Department of 
Transportation (MDT) initiated a 
corridor study along US 287 near 
Toston, Montana, to assess and 
identify improvement options for the 
2.8-mile segment, from RP 86.3 to RP 
89.1.  This segment is the remaining 
section of roadway between Toston 
and Three Forks without planned 
improvements. This corridor study 
was developed strictly as a planning 
study and not a design project. 
 
This pre-NEPA/MEPA corridor 
planning process included:  

• Research and analysis of 
existing roadway conditions; 

• Preparation of an 
Environmental Scan; 

• Documentation of projected 
future conditions; 

• Identification of stakeholder 
and resource agency 
concerns; 

• Assessment/identification of 
potential improvement 
options; and 

• Identification of potential 
funding sources. 

 
The draft Corridor Study will be 
available January 31, 2011 for public 
review and comment.   
 

   Draft Corridor Study Highlights 
Roadway issues identified based on 
the assessment of existing conditions 
include:  

• Roadway geometry 
(horizontal and vertical),  

• Roadway fill slopes,  
• Narrow roadway width,  
• Higher crash trend compared 

to statewide average, and  
• Skewed access points. 

 
Improvement options, including 
realigning US 287, were evaluated 
based on engineering and 
environmental data as well as 
public, stakeholder, and resource 
agencies input. Ten potential 
alignments were initially developed 
to address the needs and objectives 
for the study area and were 
presented at the public meeting 
held on October 13, 2010. Through 
further analysis and screening, the 
ten alignments were narrowed down 
to two corridor “paths” as potential 
locations for development of a new 
US 287 alignment. Exact roadway 
configurations will be determined 
once funding is identified and a 
project moves forward with design 
activities 
 

IN THIS ISSUE: 
• Draft Corridor Study 

Highlights 
• Long-Term Improvement 

Options  
• Short-Term Improvement 

Options  
• Corridor Paths Graphic 
• Study Contacts 
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Several short-term improvement options have been identified to improve conditions in the study area. 
The following projects would improve conditions in the interim as funding for long-term improvements is 
identified: 

 
1. Add Southbound Left Turn Bay to US 287 at Toston Frontage Road 

• Short timeframe (0 to 3 years) 
 

2. Address Sight Distance Obstructions -  Intersection of US 287 & S 285 
• Relocate private advertisement signs to improve sight distance. 
• Short timeframe (0 to 3 years) 
 

3. US 287 Shoulder Widening 
• Widen shoulders on both sides of US 287 to a 4-foot minimum width. 
• Medium timeframe (3 to 5 years) 
 

4. S 285 Realignment 
• Shift the alignment of S 285 south of the existing travelled way and introduce larger horizontal 

curvature (farther south of the Missouri River Bridge end). 
• Long timeframe (greater than 5 years) 
 

5. US 287 and S 285 Intersection Reconfiguration 
• Reconfigure intersection by enlarging radii and aligning minor approach legs.  
• Medium timeframe (3 to 5 years) 

Study Newsletter ● Issue 3 ● January 2011

What’s Next? 
 
After the Final Corridor Study is 
complete, funding will need to 
be identified to enter into the 
next phase of project 
development, which would 
consist of the appropriate 
environmental document and 
preliminary engineering 
activities.   

 

Final Public Meeting 
Thursday, February 10, 

2011  
6:00 pm – 8:00 pm 

Townsend High School – 
Community Room 

201 North Spruce Street 
 

We hope to see you there! 

Bridge over the Missouri River (looking northeast). 

Needs and Objectives for 
the Corridor Study: 
 

 Improve safety by 
reducing traffic 
conflicts and crashes
 

 Improve operation 
and functionality of 
the roadway 
 

 Minimize 
environmental 
resource impacts 

South of Toston, Montana (looking 
north). 

Short-Term Improvement Options 

PUBLIC INPUT WANTED: 
Your feedback on the Draft Study is greatly 
appreciated! 
 
 The Public Draft will be made available on 
January 31, 2011 for review and comment.  
Copies of the Draft can be accessed via the 
study website at: 
www.mdt.mt.gov/pubinvolve/toston  
Hard copies will also be made available at 
MDT offices, Townsend Public Library, and 
Broadwater County Commission.  
 
The deadline for receiving comments is 
February 18, 2011. 
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Check out the study website: 
www.mdt.mt.gov/pubinvolve/toston 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Long-Term Improvement Options 

Through detailed screening analysis, costs and impacts to resources and individual 
parcels were evaluated. The screening analysis included the following factors: 
 

1. Corridor needs and objectives 
2. Environmental/Resource impacts 
3. Construction/ROW costs 
4. ROW impacts 
5. Constructability 
6. Length of alignment 
7. Public preference 

 
The results of the analysis identified no fatal flaws with developing a relocated US 287 
alignment within either the central corridor path or the eastern corridor path as 
shown on page 3.  
 
The pre-NEPA/MEPA corridor study process is a high level planning study and exact 
future roadway configurations are not developed at this time.  A project can move 
forward once funding is identified.  
 
. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Central Corridor Path 
 
Pros: 

o Public preference 
o Close to existing travel way, 

resulting in lowest overall 
impacts  

o Least impact to irrigated 
farmland 

o Improvement to existing 
conditions 

 
Cons: 

o Impacts 4(f) fishing access site 
 
Approximate cost range  
(2010 dollars):  

   
$18-41 Million  
(depending on lane configuration) 

 
 STUDY CONTACTS: 
 Carol Strizich 
 MDT Project Manager 
 406.444.9240 
 CStrizich@mt.gov 
 
 Jeff Ebert 
 MDT Butte Administrator 
 406.494.9600 
 JEbert@mt.gov 

 

 Jeff Key, P.E. 
 CDM Project Manager 
 406.441.1400 
 KeyJA@cdm.com 
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Looking east at MRL Railway 
and private land. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eastern Corridor Path 
 
Pros: 

o Improvement to existing 
conditions 

o Lowest cost 
o Lowest environmental resource 

impacts 
o Shortest bridge length 

 
Cons: 

o Affects irrigation pivots and 
cropland 

o Public opposition 
o Increased route length by 0.59 

miles (compared to existing) 
 
Approximate cost range  
(2010 dollars):  
   
$17-25 Million  
(depending on lane configuration) 
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Long-Term Improvement Options 

Through detailed screening analysis, costs and impacts to resources and individual 
parcels were evaluated. The screening analysis included the following factors: 
 

1. Corridor needs and objectives 
2. Environmental/Resource impacts 
3. Construction/ROW costs 
4. ROW impacts 
5. Constructability 
6. Length of alignment 
7. Public preference 

 
The results of the analysis identified no fatal flaws with developing a relocated US 287 
alignment within either the central corridor path or the eastern corridor path as 
shown on page 3.  
 
The pre-NEPA/MEPA corridor study process is a high level planning study and exact 
future roadway configurations are not developed at this time.  A project can move 
forward once funding is identified.  
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resulting in lowest overall 
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Approximate cost range  
(2010 dollars):  

   
$18-41 Million  
(depending on lane configuration) 
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o Lowest environmental resource 

impacts 
o Shortest bridge length 

 
Cons: 
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o Public opposition 
o Increased route length by 0.59 
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$17-25 Million  
(depending on lane configuration) 
 

                    

233



     
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Toston Missouri River Crossing 
Corridor Study Newsletter 3  

The Montana Department of 
Transportation (MDT) initiated a 
corridor study along US 287 near 
Toston, Montana, to assess and 
identify improvement options for the 
2.8-mile segment, from RP 86.3 to RP 
89.1.  This segment is the remaining 
section of roadway between Toston 
and Three Forks without planned 
improvements. This corridor study 
was developed strictly as a planning 
study and not a design project. 
 
This pre-NEPA/MEPA corridor 
planning process included:  

• Research and analysis of 
existing roadway conditions; 

• Preparation of an 
Environmental Scan; 

• Documentation of projected 
future conditions; 

• Identification of stakeholder 
and resource agency 
concerns; 

• Assessment/identification of 
potential improvement 
options; and 

• Identification of potential 
funding sources. 

 
The draft Corridor Study will be 
available January 31, 2011 for public 
review and comment.   
 

   Draft Corridor Study Highlights 
Roadway issues identified based on 
the assessment of existing conditions 
include:  

• Roadway geometry 
(horizontal and vertical),  

• Roadway fill slopes,  
• Narrow roadway width,  
• Higher crash trend compared 

to statewide average, and  
• Skewed access points. 

 
Improvement options, including 
realigning US 287, were evaluated 
based on engineering and 
environmental data as well as 
public, stakeholder, and resource 
agencies input. Ten potential 
alignments were initially developed 
to address the needs and objectives 
for the study area and were 
presented at the public meeting 
held on October 13, 2010. Through 
further analysis and screening, the 
ten alignments were narrowed down 
to two corridor “paths” as potential 
locations for development of a new 
US 287 alignment. Exact roadway 
configurations will be determined 
once funding is identified and a 
project moves forward with design 
activities 
 

IN THIS ISSUE: 
• Draft Corridor Study 

Highlights 
• Long-Term Improvement 

Options  
• Short-Term Improvement 

Options  
• Corridor Paths Graphic 
• Study Contacts 
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Several short-term improvement options have been identified to improve conditions in the study area. 
The following projects would improve conditions in the interim as funding for long-term improvements is 
identified: 

 
1. Add Southbound Left Turn Bay to US 287 at Toston Frontage Road 

• Short timeframe (0 to 3 years) 
 

2. Address Sight Distance Obstructions -  Intersection of US 287 & S 285 
• Relocate private advertisement signs to improve sight distance. 
• Short timeframe (0 to 3 years) 
 

3. US 287 Shoulder Widening 
• Widen shoulders on both sides of US 287 to a 4-foot minimum width. 
• Medium timeframe (3 to 5 years) 
 

4. S 285 Realignment 
• Shift the alignment of S 285 south of the existing travelled way and introduce larger horizontal 

curvature (farther south of the Missouri River Bridge end). 
• Long timeframe (greater than 5 years) 
 

5. US 287 and S 285 Intersection Reconfiguration 
• Reconfigure intersection by enlarging radii and aligning minor approach legs.  
• Medium timeframe (3 to 5 years) 

Study Newsletter ● Issue 3 ● January 2011

What’s Next? 
 
After the Final Corridor Study is 
complete, funding will need to 
be identified to enter into the 
next phase of project 
development, which would 
consist of the appropriate 
environmental document and 
preliminary engineering 
activities.   

 

Final Public Meeting 
Thursday, February 10, 

2011  
6:00 pm – 8:00 pm 

Townsend High School – 
Community Room 

201 North Spruce Street 
 

We hope to see you there! 

Bridge over the Missouri River (looking northeast). 

Needs and Objectives for 
the Corridor Study: 
 

 Improve safety by 
reducing traffic 
conflicts and crashes
 

 Improve operation 
and functionality of 
the roadway 
 

 Minimize 
environmental 
resource impacts 

South of Toston, Montana (looking 
north). 

Short-Term Improvement Options 

PUBLIC INPUT WANTED: 
Your feedback on the Draft Study is greatly 
appreciated! 
 
 The Public Draft will be made available on 
January 31, 2011 for review and comment.  
Copies of the Draft can be accessed via the 
study website at: 
www.mdt.mt.gov/pubinvolve/toston  
Hard copies will also be made available at 
MDT offices, Townsend Public Library, and 
Broadwater County Commission.  
 
The deadline for receiving comments is 
February 18, 2011. 
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TOSTON MISSOURI RIVER CROSSING 
CORRIDOR STUDY NEWSLETTER 2 

(Pre NEPA/MEPA Planning Effort)  

Since the last public meeting the 
planning team has been diligently 
analyzing data to understand the 
issues, constraints and opportunities 
associated with the US 287 corridor 
near Toston. The pre-NEPA/MEPA 
Corridor Study process encourages 
early coordination with the public 
and resource agencies to identify 
potential impacts to social, 
economic and environmental 
resource areas. The planning team 
met with several resource agencies 
in the Spring of 2010 to identify 
potential areas of concern.  
 
Equally important to identifying 
potential environmental impacts is 
the focus on engineering and safety. 
Concurrent with potential resource 
area impact assessments, the 
planning team identified and 
reviewed roadway deficiencies 
associated with the US 287 corridor. 
Based on these deficiencies, the 
planning team developed “needs 
and objectives” for travel and 
access throughout the corridor study 
area. 

Corridor Study Status 
To analyze potential impacts within 
the study area, a comprehensive 
suitability analysis was completed 
that took into account resource 
impacts and engineering 
requirements.  
 
Presently, we are asking the public to 
weigh in on the three possible 
corridor areas. The community is 
encouraged to provide their input 
and preference on a potential re-
alignment of US 287 near Toston. 
 
Following public input on the three 
possible corridor areas, the planning 
team will consider comments and 
other factors, commonly referred to 
as “screening criteria”, to arrive at 
one possible corridor area for 
continued evaluation of a US 287 
realignment. Additionally, short-term 
improvements may be identified 
based on need and recommended 
in a final suite of recommended 
projects. 
  

A Corridor Study is…. 
 

   ●  NOT a NEPA Study or 
       Environmental Study 
   ●  NOT a Preliminary or 

    Final Design Project 
   ●  NOT a Construction or  

    Maintenance Project 
●  NOT a Right of Way 
    Acquisition Project 

Bridge over the Missouri River 
(looking northeast). 

IN THIS ISSUE: 
• Corridor Study Status 
• Possible Corridor Areas 
• Project Contacts 
• Possible Corridor Areas 

Graphic 
• Planned Work in the 

Corridor in the 
Immediate Future 
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OTHER Planned Work in the area in addition to this study 
Did you know that a maintenance project will be bid during the month of December, 2010, for the US 287 
corridor near Toston? This project is separate from the pre-NEPA/MEPA Corridor Study currently underway. 
The pending maintenance project will remove the existing asphalt, and after filling in problem areas, new 
asphalt will be placed. The replacement asphalt will be slightly thicker than existing, and will improve both 
rideability and structural soundness. This project is likely to be constructed in early 2011. 
 
Other projects will occur along US 287 both north and south of the corridor study area. These projects 
include: 
 

 Toston – North   
(Pavement Preservation Project) 

 
 Toston South 

(Reconstruction Project) 
 

 Three Forks – North 
(Reconstruction Project) 

 
 Townsend – South Passing Lanes 

(Reconstruction Project) 

Project Newsletter ● Issue 2 ● October 2010

Looking east at MRL Railway 
and private land ownership. 

Work Completed To Date: 
 

 Coordinated with 
Resource Agencies 

 Defined Needs and 
Objectives 

 Completed 
“Suitability Analysis” 

 Identified Possible 
Alignments 

 Prepared Initial 
Screening Criteria 

What’s Next? 
 
The project team has developed three 
broad corridor areas for future 
consideration. Many potential alignments 
exist within each broad corridor area. In 
conjunction with public input, the 
planning team will screen the broad 
corridor areas for consistency with needs 
and objectives, and identify one area for 
continued focus.  

Project Schedule 
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The MDT and CDM 

attempt to provide 

accommodations for any 

known disability that may 

interfere with a person 

participating in any 

service, program, or 

activity associated with 

this project. Alternative 

accessible formats of this 

information will be 

provided upon request. 

For further information, 

call (406) 441-1400 or TTY 

(800) 335-7592 or by 

calling Montana Relay at 

711. Accommodation 

requests must be made 

at least 48 hours prior to 

the scheduled activity 

and/or meeting.  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Possible Corridor Areas 
Considerable effort has been made 
over the past several months to arrive 
at the possible corridor areas shown 
on page 3. It is important to recognize 
that within each of the three possible 
corridor areas (i.e. west area, central 
area, and east area) there are many 
potential alignments that can be 
considered. Any alignment under 
consideration for future analysis must 
meet current roadway design 
standards for width, grade, and 
curvature. Cost also becomes an 
important factor in determining 
improvement options. Because of 
grade considerations necessary to 
construct a roadway over both the 
Missouri River and Montana Rail Link 
infrastructure, the vertical component 
of the roadway may be cost 
prohibitive. Presently, there is no 
funding available for identified 
corridor improvements. 
 
The potential alignments shown within 
each possible corridor area have 
been placed to minimize, to the 
extent practicable, impacts to 
resources previously identified within 
the study area. Some examples of 
these resources include wildlife, 
fisheries, wetlands, recreational sites, 
private lands, irrigation systems, 
homes, and historic properties. 
Ultimately, if a project is developed 
and a new roadway corridor is 
designed for construction, individual 
resource impacts will be further 
documented, and if necessary, 
mitigated at the appropriate level. 
 
It is important to note that the 
alignments shown on page 3 are just 
examples of potential road 
centerlines within each of the possible 
corridor areas. At this stage in the 
project development process, it is 

most important to focus on the three 
possible corridor areas as a whole, 
rather than the specific alignments. 

PROJECT CONTACTS: 
 
 
 
Carol Strizich 
MDT Project Manager 
406.444.9240 
CStrizich@mt.gov 
 
Jeff Ebert 
MDT Butte District 
Administrator 
406.494.9600 
JEbert@mt.gov 

 

Jeff Key, P.E. 
CDM Project Manager 
406.441.1400 
KeyJA@cdm.com 
 

Page 2 

Snapshot of corridor study area 
south of Toston, Montana (looking 
north). 
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Public Meeting #2 
Wednesday, October 13, 
2010  
6:00 pm – 8:00 pm 
Townsend High School – 
Community Room 
201 North Spruce Street, 
Townsend 
 
The public is 
encouraged and 
welcome to attend.  

Check out the project website at: 
 

www.mdt.mt.gov/pubinvolve/toston 
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Possible Corridor Areas 
Considerable effort has been made 
over the past several months to arrive 
at the possible corridor areas shown 
on page 3. It is important to recognize 
that within each of the three possible 
corridor areas (i.e. west area, central 
area, and east area) there are many 
potential alignments that can be 
considered. Any alignment under 
consideration for future analysis must 
meet current roadway design 
standards for width, grade, and 
curvature. Cost also becomes an 
important factor in determining 
improvement options. Because of 
grade considerations necessary to 
construct a roadway over both the 
Missouri River and Montana Rail Link 
infrastructure, the vertical component 
of the roadway may be cost 
prohibitive. Presently, there is no 
funding available for identified 
corridor improvements. 
 
The potential alignments shown within 
each possible corridor area have 
been placed to minimize, to the 
extent practicable, impacts to 
resources previously identified within 
the study area. Some examples of 
these resources include wildlife, 
fisheries, wetlands, recreational sites, 
private lands, irrigation systems, 
homes, and historic properties. 
Ultimately, if a project is developed 
and a new roadway corridor is 
designed for construction, individual 
resource impacts will be further 
documented, and if necessary, 
mitigated at the appropriate level. 
 
It is important to note that the 
alignments shown on page 3 are just 
examples of potential road 
centerlines within each of the possible 
corridor areas. At this stage in the 
project development process, it is 

most important to focus on the three 
possible corridor areas as a whole, 
rather than the specific alignments. 
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MDT Butte District 
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Snapshot of corridor study area 
south of Toston, Montana (looking 
north). 
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Public Meeting #2 
Wednesday, October 13, 
2010  
6:00 pm – 8:00 pm 
Townsend High School – 
Community Room 
201 North Spruce Street, 
Townsend 
 
The public is 
encouraged and 
welcome to attend.  

Check out the project website at: 
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TOSTON MISSOURI RIVER CROSSING 
CORRIDOR STUDY NEWSLETTER 2 

(Pre NEPA/MEPA Planning Effort)  

Since the last public meeting the 
planning team has been diligently 
analyzing data to understand the 
issues, constraints and opportunities 
associated with the US 287 corridor 
near Toston. The pre-NEPA/MEPA 
Corridor Study process encourages 
early coordination with the public 
and resource agencies to identify 
potential impacts to social, 
economic and environmental 
resource areas. The planning team 
met with several resource agencies 
in the Spring of 2010 to identify 
potential areas of concern.  
 
Equally important to identifying 
potential environmental impacts is 
the focus on engineering and safety. 
Concurrent with potential resource 
area impact assessments, the 
planning team identified and 
reviewed roadway deficiencies 
associated with the US 287 corridor. 
Based on these deficiencies, the 
planning team developed “needs 
and objectives” for travel and 
access throughout the corridor study 
area. 

Corridor Study Status 
To analyze potential impacts within 
the study area, a comprehensive 
suitability analysis was completed 
that took into account resource 
impacts and engineering 
requirements.  
 
Presently, we are asking the public to 
weigh in on the three possible 
corridor areas. The community is 
encouraged to provide their input 
and preference on a potential re-
alignment of US 287 near Toston. 
 
Following public input on the three 
possible corridor areas, the planning 
team will consider comments and 
other factors, commonly referred to 
as “screening criteria”, to arrive at 
one possible corridor area for 
continued evaluation of a US 287 
realignment. Additionally, short-term 
improvements may be identified 
based on need and recommended 
in a final suite of recommended 
projects. 
  

A Corridor Study is…. 
 

   ●  NOT a NEPA Study or 
       Environmental Study 
   ●  NOT a Preliminary or 

    Final Design Project 
   ●  NOT a Construction or  

    Maintenance Project 
●  NOT a Right of Way 
    Acquisition Project 

Bridge over the Missouri River 
(looking northeast). 

IN THIS ISSUE: 
• Corridor Study Status 
• Possible Corridor Areas 
• Project Contacts 
• Possible Corridor Areas 

Graphic 
• Planned Work in the 

Corridor in the 
Immediate Future 
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OTHER Planned Work in the area in addition to this study 
Did you know that a maintenance project will be bid during the month of December, 2010, for the US 287 
corridor near Toston? This project is separate from the pre-NEPA/MEPA Corridor Study currently underway. 
The pending maintenance project will remove the existing asphalt, and after filling in problem areas, new 
asphalt will be placed. The replacement asphalt will be slightly thicker than existing, and will improve both 
rideability and structural soundness. This project is likely to be constructed in early 2011. 
 
Other projects will occur along US 287 both north and south of the corridor study area. These projects 
include: 
 

 Toston – North   
(Pavement Preservation Project) 

 
 Toston South 

(Reconstruction Project) 
 

 Three Forks – North 
(Reconstruction Project) 

 
 Townsend – South Passing Lanes 

(Reconstruction Project) 
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Looking east at MRL Railway 
and private land ownership. 

Work Completed To Date: 
 

 Coordinated with 
Resource Agencies 

 Defined Needs and 
Objectives 

 Completed 
“Suitability Analysis” 

 Identified Possible 
Alignments 

 Prepared Initial 
Screening Criteria 

What’s Next? 
 
The project team has developed three 
broad corridor areas for future 
consideration. Many potential alignments 
exist within each broad corridor area. In 
conjunction with public input, the 
planning team will screen the broad 
corridor areas for consistency with needs 
and objectives, and identify one area for 
continued focus.  

Project Schedule 
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TOSTON MISSOURI RIVER CROSSING 
CORRIDOR STUDY NEWSLETTER 1 
N  1 

The Montana Department of 
Transportation (MDT) has initiated the 
process to develop the Toston 
Missouri River Crossing Corridor 
Planning Study. The corridor planning 
study will determine cost-effective 
ways to address transportation 
needs within the US 287 corridor near 
Toston, Montana. The Montana 
Department of Transportation (MDT) 
has established the Corridor Planning 
Process in order to link the current 
transportation planning processes 
and the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA)/Montana 
Environmental Policy Act (MEPA). The 
Corridor Planning Process will provide 
information into the NEPA/MEPA 
process, help advance viable 
improvement options into 
NEPA/MEPA, and provide the 
opportunity for partner involvement 
at all stages.   
 
NEPA is the National Environmental 
Policy Act. Modeled after NEPA, 
MEPA is the Montana Environmental 
Policy Act, and it only applies to 
state agencies and state actions. 

Project Description  
NEPA/MEPA is a federal law that 
outlines policies and goals to be 
complied with to protect our 
environment. The NEPA/MEPA 
process also makes sure that 
environmental information is 
available to the public before 
decisions are made and carried out.  
 
The Toston Missouri River Corridor 
Planning Study is a pre-NEPA/MEPA 
study that allows for earlier planning-
level coordination with the public, 
resource and other agencies, and 
will develop specific factors that can 
be used in the subsequent 
environmental review process as 
projects are moved forward from the 
study.  The corridor study is designed 
to help facilitate a smooth and 
efficient transition from 
transportation planning to project 
development/environmental review. 
 
It is important to note that the 
Corridor Planning Study is developed 
strictly as a planning project and not 
a design project. The results of the 
study will be used to determine the 
level of environmental 
documentation to be used prior to 
continuation of the NEPA/MEPA 
process and project implementation. 

A Corridor Study is…. 
 

   ●  NOT a NEPA Study or 
       Environmental Study 
   ●  NOT a Preliminary or 

    Final Design Project 
   ●  NOT a Construction or  

    Maintenance Project 
●  NOT a Right of Way 
    Acquisition Project 

Bridge over the Missouri River 
(looking northeast). 

 
IN THIS ISSUE: 
• Project Description 
• Public Involvement 

Opportunities 
• Project Contacts 
• Study Area Graphic 
• Project Schedule 
 

Project Newsletter ● Issue 1 ● January 2010Page 4 
 

Project Schedule  
The project schedule is a twelve-month project that began on November 18, 2009. The project team strives for 
a final document and project completion near October 31, 2010.  

Project Newsletter ● Issue 1 ● January 2010

Looking east at BNSF Railway 
and private land ownership. 

Work Completed To Date: 
 

• Public Involvement 
Plan 

• Project Website 
• Newsletter 
• Press Release 
• Public Meeting 

Announcement 

What’s Next? 
 
The project team will be working on 
compiling information to develop existing 
and projected corridor conditions, a list of 
transportation deficiencies, and 
environmentally sensitive areas.  
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Public Involvement Opportunities 
Public involvement is an important 
component in any successful corridor 
planning study process. The purpose 
of public involvement is to ensure a 
proactive process that provides an 
opportunity for the public to be 
involved in all phases of the corridor 
study process. The general public is 
invited to participate in the process 
through public meetings and ongoing 
project information review and input.  
 
A project web site has been 
developed to provide on-line 
opportunities to comment on the 
needs of the US 287 corridor and later 
on the draft plan recommendations. 
Dates, times, and locations for all 
public outreach will be announced 
prior to the events through the local 
media and the project mailing list.  
 
The project team will collect and 
consider all public comments 
received to better understand the 
public view of potential issues. Those 
with a specific interest in the project 
are encouraged to join the project 
mailing list. They can do so by 
submitting their name and contact 
information to Jeff Key at 
KeyJA@cdm.com. 
  
Three public meetings will be held on 
the project over the course of the 
next twelve months. The first public 
meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, 
February 16, 2010 from 6-8pm in the 
Townsend High School Community 
Room.  

Check the Townsend Star, 
Independent Record, and the project 
website periodically for information 
relating to the time and location of 
future public meetings. 

PROJECT CONTACTS: 
 
 
 
Carol Strizich 
MDT Project Manager 
406.444.9240 
CStrizich@mt.gov 
 
Jeff Ebert 
MDT Butte Administrator 
406.494.9600 
JEbert@mt.gov 

 

Jeff Key, P.E. 
CDM Project Manager 
406.441.1400 
KeyJA@cdm.com 
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Snapshot of corridor study area 
south of Toston, Montana (looking 
north). 
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Public Meeting #1 
Tuesday, February 16, 2010  
6:00 pm – 8:00 pm 
Townsend High School – 
Community Room 
201 North Spruce Street, 
Townsend 
 
The public is 
encouraged and 
welcome to attend.  
 
We hope to see you 
there! 

Check out the project website at: 
 

www.mdt.mt.gov/pubinvolve/toston 
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Public Involvement Opportunities 
Public involvement is an important 
component in any successful corridor 
planning study process. The purpose 
of public involvement is to ensure a 
proactive process that provides an 
opportunity for the public to be 
involved in all phases of the corridor 
study process. The general public is 
invited to participate in the process 
through public meetings and ongoing 
project information review and input.  
 
A project web site has been 
developed to provide on-line 
opportunities to comment on the 
needs of the US 287 corridor and later 
on the draft plan recommendations. 
Dates, times, and locations for all 
public outreach will be announced 
prior to the events through the local 
media and the project mailing list.  
 
The project team will collect and 
consider all public comments 
received to better understand the 
public view of potential issues. Those 
with a specific interest in the project 
are encouraged to join the project 
mailing list. They can do so by 
submitting their name and contact 
information to Jeff Key at 
KeyJA@cdm.com. 
  
Three public meetings will be held on 
the project over the course of the 
next twelve months. The first public 
meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, 
February 16, 2010 from 6-8pm in the 
Townsend High School Community 
Room.  

Check the Townsend Star, 
Independent Record, and the project 
website periodically for information 
relating to the time and location of 
future public meetings. 

PROJECT CONTACTS: 
 
 
 
Carol Strizich 
MDT Project Manager 
406.444.9240 
CStrizich@mt.gov 
 
Jeff Ebert 
MDT Butte Administrator 
406.494.9600 
JEbert@mt.gov 

 

Jeff Key, P.E. 
CDM Project Manager 
406.441.1400 
KeyJA@cdm.com 
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Snapshot of corridor study area 
south of Toston, Montana (looking 
north). 
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Public Meeting #1 
Tuesday, February 16, 2010  
6:00 pm – 8:00 pm 
Townsend High School – 
Community Room 
201 North Spruce Street, 
Townsend 
 
The public is 
encouraged and 
welcome to attend.  
 
We hope to see you 
there! 

Check out the project website at: 
 

www.mdt.mt.gov/pubinvolve/toston 
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TOSTON MISSOURI RIVER CROSSING 
CORRIDOR STUDY NEWSLETTER 1 
N  1 

The Montana Department of 
Transportation (MDT) has initiated the 
process to develop the Toston 
Missouri River Crossing Corridor 
Planning Study. The corridor planning 
study will determine cost-effective 
ways to address transportation 
needs within the US 287 corridor near 
Toston, Montana. The Montana 
Department of Transportation (MDT) 
has established the Corridor Planning 
Process in order to link the current 
transportation planning processes 
and the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA)/Montana 
Environmental Policy Act (MEPA). The 
Corridor Planning Process will provide 
information into the NEPA/MEPA 
process, help advance viable 
improvement options into 
NEPA/MEPA, and provide the 
opportunity for partner involvement 
at all stages.   
 
NEPA is the National Environmental 
Policy Act. Modeled after NEPA, 
MEPA is the Montana Environmental 
Policy Act, and it only applies to 
state agencies and state actions. 

Project Description  
NEPA/MEPA is a federal law that 
outlines policies and goals to be 
complied with to protect our 
environment. The NEPA/MEPA 
process also makes sure that 
environmental information is 
available to the public before 
decisions are made and carried out.  
 
The Toston Missouri River Corridor 
Planning Study is a pre-NEPA/MEPA 
study that allows for earlier planning-
level coordination with the public, 
resource and other agencies, and 
will develop specific factors that can 
be used in the subsequent 
environmental review process as 
projects are moved forward from the 
study.  The corridor study is designed 
to help facilitate a smooth and 
efficient transition from 
transportation planning to project 
development/environmental review. 
 
It is important to note that the 
Corridor Planning Study is developed 
strictly as a planning project and not 
a design project. The results of the 
study will be used to determine the 
level of environmental 
documentation to be used prior to 
continuation of the NEPA/MEPA 
process and project implementation. 

A Corridor Study is…. 
 

   ●  NOT a NEPA Study or 
       Environmental Study 
   ●  NOT a Preliminary or 

    Final Design Project 
   ●  NOT a Construction or  

    Maintenance Project 
●  NOT a Right of Way 
    Acquisition Project 

Bridge over the Missouri River 
(looking northeast). 

 
IN THIS ISSUE: 
• Project Description 
• Public Involvement 

Opportunities 
• Project Contacts 
• Study Area Graphic 
• Project Schedule 
 

Project Newsletter ● Issue 1 ● January 2010Page 4 
 

Project Schedule  
The project schedule is a twelve-month project that began on November 18, 2009. The project team strives for 
a final document and project completion near October 31, 2010.  

Project Newsletter ● Issue 1 ● January 2010

Looking east at BNSF Railway 
and private land ownership. 

Work Completed To Date: 
 

• Public Involvement 
Plan 

• Project Website 
• Newsletter 
• Press Release 
• Public Meeting 

Announcement 

What’s Next? 
 
The project team will be working on 
compiling information to develop existing 
and projected corridor conditions, a list of 
transportation deficiencies, and 
environmentally sensitive areas.  
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February 17, 2010 
 
 
 
Stephen Potts,  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Director 
10 West 15th Street, Suite 3200 
Helena, MT 59626 
 
 
Subject: Invitation to Participate in Toston Missouri River Corridor Planning Study 
 

The Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) has initiated a pre-NEPA Corridor Planning 
Study to determine cost-effective ways to address transportation needs within the US 287 
corridor near Toston, Montana. The study will analyze alignment options taking into 
consideration environmental issues and constraints, as well as technical feasibility and costs.  
This analysis will form the basis of a future NEPA/MEPA process as a project is forwarded from 
the study.  

We would like to invite you to participate in an agency workshop for the Toston Missouri River 
Crossing Corridor Planning Study to be held in Helena (video conferencing can be made 
available for participants at distant sites). The purpose of this meeting is to introduce you to the 
Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor Planning Study process and discuss your concerns 
regarding resources that could be affected by potential improvement options. The study area is 
entirely within Broadwater County along US Highway 287 from milepost 86.3 to 89.1. The 
proposed study area is located within the following legal descriptions: 
  
Township Range Sections 
5 N 2 E   2, 3, 10, 11, 13, 14, 15, 22, 23, 24, 26, 27 
 
A study area boundary map is included with this letter along with the first project newsletter.  
The project newsletter provides additional information regarding the description of the project 
and schedule. Please take a look at the study area boundary map and identify any known 
resources and/or concerns within the study area. Feel free to mark the maps as you see 
necessary.  Additional study information is available at the following project website: 
http://www.mdt.mt.gov/pubinvolve/toston/ 
 
We have identified Tuesday, March 16, 2010, from 1 pm – 4 pm, for the agency workshop: 
 
A representative from our consultant, CDM, will be contacting you the first week of March to 
confirm your availability on this day. If you are unavailable to participate in this agency workshop 
on this day, I would appreciate if you would confer with your colleagues to identify an alternate 
representative who can discuss the identified and affected resources in the study  
area. The agency workshop will be held in MDT’s Planning Conference Room A, which is 
located at 2960 Prospect Avenue. This is on the north side of U.S. Highway 287 and directly 
adjacent to Les Schwab Tires.  
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On behalf of the planning team, we look forward to working with you on this important project to 
identify reasonable improvement options for the Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor 
Planning Study.  Please contact me at (406) 444-0879 if you have any questions prior to the 
meeting.  Thank you in advance for your agency’s participation.   
 
 
 
 
Tom Martin 
Environmental Services Bureau Chief 
 
Attachments 
 
Copy:   Bob Burkhardt, FHWA 
 Jeff Patten, FHWA 
 Jeff Ebert, MDT Butte District Administrator 
 Zia Kazimi, MDT Statewide & Urban Planning 
 Carol Strizich, MDT Statewide & Urban Planning 
 Jeff Key, CDM 
 Barry Brosten, MDT Environmental Services 

Heidy Bruner, MDT Environmental Services 
 File 
 
 
 
 
Distribution List:  
 
Stephen Potts, US Environmental Protection Agency  
Scott Jackson, Wildlife Biologist, US Fish & Wildlife Service 
Todd Tillinger, US Army Corps of Engineers 
Garry Williams, MT Department of Natural Resources & Conservation  
Tom Ellerhoff, MT Department of Environmental Quality 
Robert Ray, MT Department of Environmental Quality 
Jeff Ryan, MT Department of Environmental Quality 
Bruce Rich, Regional Fisheries Manager, MT Fish, Wildlife & Parks - Region 3 
Allan Kuser, FAS Coordinator, MT Fish, Wildlife & Parks 
Kurt Alt, Regional Wildlife Manager, MT Fish, Wildlife & Parks – Region 3 
Lisa Axline, Trust Lands, MT Department of Natural Resources & Conservation 
Steve Werner, Montana Rail Link 
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Toston Missouri River Corridor Planning Study 
Resource Agency Workshop (Minutes) 
Tuesday, March 16, 2010, 1:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.  
MDT Planning (Conference Room A) 
 
 

  

 Joe Olsen    (MDT Butte District Preconstruction Engineer)  

 Zia Kazimi    (MDT Statewide and Urban Planning Section) 

 Carol Strizich  (MDT Statewide and Urban Planning Section) 

 Jean Riley    (MDT Program & Policy Analysis)  

 Deb Wambach  (MDT Environmental Services Bureau) 

 Robert Vlahovich  (MT Department of Natural Resources) 

 Brian Hasselbach  (FHWA) 

 Jim Darling   (MT Fish, Wildlife & Parks) 

 Scott Jackson  (US Fish & Wildlife Service) 

 Jeff Patten    (FHWA)   

 Jeff Ryan    (MT Department of Environmental Quality) 

 Steve Potts  (US Environmental Protection Agency) 

 Tom Carlsen  (MT Fish, Wildlife & Parks) 

 Deborah Blank  (US Army Corps of Engineers) 

 Jeff Key    (CDM Project Manager)  

 Naomi Fossen  (CDM Project Engineer) 

 

 

 

ATTENDEES 
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Opening welcome and introduction were initiated by Carol Strizich. Jeff Key kicked off the 
workshop by providing an introduction and overview of the corridor study. 

 

 

Jeff Key presented a summary of the pre‐NEPA/MEPA corridor study. An important aspect to 
the study is to engage the public and resource agencies early on in the process.  The goal of the 
workshop was to solicit input and gather information from the resource agencies regarding 
resource areas within the study area. All environmental resource information obtained thus far 
has been obtained from publicly available databases and websites.   

 

 

Open discussion was gathered on various resource areas that need to be further investigated 
and addressed. The following matrix shows comments received on particular resource areas: 

Comment Made By  Comment Response/Action to be 

Taken 

Tom Carlsen 

MT FWP 

Figure 3‐7: Wildlife Corridor Areas 

The elk winter range and turkey range do 
not appear accurate.   

Information was obtained from 
NRIS and MTFWP. The graphical 
locations will be double checked 
and verified with Tom Carlsen.  

Scott Jackson 

US FWS 

Has there been a survey of Ute Ladies’ 
Tresses within the study area prior to this 
effort?  

No. MNHP has no observation 
record of the species within the 
study area, although there are 
recorded locations north of the 
study area. The study area may 
contain suitable habitat for Ute 
Ladies’ Tresses.  ULT surveys will 
be conducted as a project is 
forwarded from the study. 

Tom Carlsen 

MT FWP  

There is a staging area for Sandhill Cranes 
northwest of the study area at the Stanfield 
Slough, which is outside of the study area 

To be added to the report. 

DISCUSSION ON RESOURCE AREAS

CORRIDOR STUDY OVERVIEW

INTRODUCTION 
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and on the west side of the Missouri River. 
However, there is a feeding area in a field 
located west of US 287 and east of the 
Missouri River, and within the study area. 
The cranes travel east from the staging 
area to the feeding area by crossing the 
river.   

Jeff Ryan 

MT DEQ 

How does Toston get water? Well or 
intake? This may impact alignment options 
and petroleum release incidents. 

To be determined after further 
investigation. 

Tom Carlson 

MT FWP 

The fishing access site may be impacted if 
there is an alignment shift. 

The fishing access site will be 
given consideration with 
particular interest to 
operational and environmental 
impacts. There is an active 
osprey nest located near the 
fishing access site.  

Jeff Ryan 

MT DEQ 

 What is the timeframe for construction?  Depends on funding availability. 
The final corridor study 
document will list improvement 
options, including short‐term 
and long range options. 

Jim Darling 

MT FWP  

A clear span or limited number of piers is 
preferred.  Also, the bridge should allow for 
future lateral migration of the river.   

Stream migration and impacts 
will be considered in the 
development of the study. 

Deborah Blank 

USACE 

The Missouri River is a Section 10 Navigable 
Waterway. A free span bridge is preferred 
for permitting purposes. A new bridge will 
affect the river up and downstream. It is 
unclear whether this would be permitted 
under a Public Notice process (Individual 
Permit) or a Nationwide 14 permit.   

If work is to be done in, over, or 
under navigable waters of the 
United States, a Section 10 
Permit is required. 
Determination will be made on 
how to approach a Section 10 
structure. The following 
statement should be added to 
the Environmental Scan 
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regarding Section 10:  

Section 10 of the Rivers and 
Harbors Appropriation Act of 
1899 prohibits the obstruction 
or alteration of navigable 
waters of the United States. A 
Section 10 Permit is required if 
any work is to be done in, over, 
or under navigable waters of the 
United States. Coordination with 
the US Army Corps of Engineers 
is essential to determine the 
appropriate type of permit after 
improvement options are 
finalized.    

Robert Vlahovich 

MT DNRC 

There is currently no present easement 
with the bridge and the state.  

MDT will look into this issue and 
identify what steps may need to 
be taken. 

Jean Riley 

MDT 

Thought needs to be given on maintaining 
traffic or a detour route during 
construction. 

To be noted. 

Scott Jackson 

US FWS 

In order to gain elevation to cross the 
railroad and river, a lot of fill material will 
be added to the floodplain. A lot of fill 
currently exists between the RR bridge and 
the river bridge.  Consider one large bridge 
to span both with piers in between to 
remove the fill in the floodplain.  Consider 
crossing the railroad outside the floodplain 
and crossing the river at a lower grade to 
reduce the fill footprint within the 
floodplain.   

To be considered and addressed 
in the development of the 
study. 

Jeff Ryan 

MT DEQ 

Consider the option of a tunnel underneath 
the river. 

To be considered in the 
development of the study. 

249



5 of 6| P a g e  

 
A 

Jeff Patten 

FHWA 

Can the railroad grade be lowered? What is 
the existing railroad grade? 

The railroad grade will be 
investigated. The old Northern 
Pacific Railroad is eligible for 
historic registration.  

Jeff Ryan 

MT DEQ 

If a new bridge is to be constructed, 
thought needs to be given to drainage on 
the bridge deck. Drainage should not be 
over the river, and a plumbing system may 
need to be installed if the bridge slope is 
not adequate. A catchment basin may need 
to be included at the bridge ends for spill 
control. 

Consideration will be given to 
stormwater and spill control on 
the bridge. To be further 
addressed in the report. 

Deborah Blank 

USACE 

 USACE has jurisdiction on the irrigation 
ditches which confluence the Missouri 
River. If impacted and replaced, the ditches 
are considered self mitigating at this point. 

Consideration will be given to 
any irrigation ditches that may 
be impacted.  

Deborah Blank 

USACE 

 USACE and the US Coast Guard bridge 
standards and requirements may apply. 
Navigability requirements will need to be 
met.  What are the mitigation impacts with 
the construction of a new bridge? If new 
construction stays within the same 
footprint, the bridge is exempt. A 
Nationwide 14 Permit may be required, but 
could be complicated by the Section 10 
nexus. 

The USACE and USCG bridge 
standards will be checked.  

Nationwide 14 Permit ‐ Linear 
Transportation Crossings, will be 
further investigated to 
determine the impacts and 
mitigation requirements of 
future activity regarding the 
Missouri River crossing.  

 Tom Carlsen 

MT FWP 

The southwest wetland in the study area is 
a wetland mitigation site. DEQ retrofitted 
the dam which flooded the land behind it, 
including some wetland areas.  FERC 
required wetland mitigation in 
approximately 1988 or 1989. Impacts to 
fisheries were also a concern during that 
time. Any impacts in this area should be 
avoided.  

To be noted in the report and 
considered as improvement 
options develop.  

Requirements for impacting an 
existing mitigation site will be 
investigated and considered.  
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Deborah Blank 

USACE 

The presence of existing mitigation sites 
should be identified. 

To be considered as 
improvement options develop. 

Jean Riley 

MDT 

Potential mitigation sites for future activity 
should be looked at and considered. 

To be considered as 
improvement options develop. 

Tom Carlsen 

MT Fish, Wildlife & Parks 

There are wintering waterfowl within the 
study area.   FWP conducts mid‐winter 
waterfowl surveys in this area. 

To be noted and included in 
report. 

Jim Darling 

MT Fish, Wildlife & Parks 

There has been an increase in the northern 
pike population, which is undesirable in this 
stretch of the river. 

 To be noted. 

Steve Potts 

US EPA 

There should be consistency with the 
requirements of DEQ’s TMDL policy and 
Water Quality Restoration Plan. DEQ’s 
TMDL Program contact is Robert Ray. 

Policy requirements will be 
addressed in the report. 

 

Acronyms  

NRIS – National Resource Information System 

MNHP – Montana National Heritage Program 

FERC – Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 

TMDL – Total Maximum Daily Loads 

 

 

The workshop minutes will be compiled and sent to the list of attendees. It will be an 
opportunity to provide comments and any additional information that needs to be included in 
the final environmental portion of the report. The workshop concluded at 2:30 PM.  

CONCLUSION 
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