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Purpose of this Meeting

¢ Introduce the Toston Missouri River
Corridor Planning Study

¢ ldentify partners & stakeholders
¢ Explain public involvement process

¢ Describe initial work completed on
study and scope of remaining tasks

¢ Solicit comments and concerns from
the public in attendance

¢ Informal discussions after the
presentation



Outline of Presentation

¢ Goals and Purpose
o US 287 Corridor Overview
¢ Corridor Planning vs. NEPA/MEPA

¢ Stakeholders / Public Involvement /
Schedule

¢ Existing Conditions in the Corridor

¢ Conclusions, Questions and
Comments



Goals and Purpose of Study

¢ Engage the public early!
¢ ldentify constraints

¢ ldentify short-range and long-range
Improvements

¢ Develop planning level cost estimates

¢ Develop information and data to be
forwarded into the environmental
process as a project moves forward
from the study

Corridor Planning




US 287 Gorridor
Owverview




~ Locator Map

Land Ownership within Study Area
Private Land

Figure 1-1
Project Study Area
Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
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Proposed Improvements for
US 287 Within Corridor Study
Area

¢ Toston — North
¢ Pavement Preservation Project

¢ Toston — South
¢ Reconstruction

¢ Townsend — South Passing Lanes
¢ Reconstruction
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What Iis a Corridor Planning
Study?

¢ Pre-NEPA/MEPA Corridor Study

¢ Not a NEPA/MEPA* Study or
Environmental Study

¢ Not a Preliminary or Final Design
Project

¢ Not a Construction or
Maintenance Project

¢ Not a Right of Way Acquisition
project

* The National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) / Montana Environmental Policy
Act (MEPA) is a policy for the protection

of the natural environment and human
health and welfare and is carried out by
promoting efforts to prevent or eliminate
damage to the environment.




Corridor Planning and
Corridor Studies

Corridor Study

A detailed evaluation of an existing
transportation system within a
designated corridor including factors
and issues affecting the system and
recommendations for how the system
should be changed to meet long-term
transportation needs

Corridor Planning

PolicyDirection




Corridor Planning Approach

¢ A corridor is identified for analysis
¢ Corridor studies:

¢ Are a‘“high level scan”
o Define transportation issues/problems
¢ Assesses a broad range of options

¢ Considers social, economic, and
environmental effects at an early stage

¢ Provides alevel of analysis that can
support informed and sustainable
decisions
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Corridor Planning Approach

¢ Corridor studies:

+ ldentify cost-effective and feasible
strategies

¢ Consider community concerns and
values

¢ Fosters greater cooperation among
agencies and other stakeholders

¢ Extends the participation of these
parties through the NEPA/MEPA
Process

¢ Can streamline the overall process
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Corridor Planning Approach

¢ Corridor planning:

¢ Informs the NEPA/MEPA process
— Issues ldentification

— Purpose and Need
— Alternatives Development
— Technical Analyses

— Information on Impacts

¢ Reduces the cost of environmental
Process

¢ Speeds project delivery
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Corridor Planning Approach

¢ Corridor planning:

¢ Provides early and continuous
Involvement

o Prioritize future transportation
Improvements based on financial
feasibility

+ l|dentifies corridor management
strategies
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Stalkeholoders

Public
AVOIVEMEnT
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Stakeholders

¢ Study Planning Team
¢ MDT
¢ FHWA
¢ Broadwater County
¢ Consultant
¢ Stakeholders
¢ City of Townsend
¢ Broadwater County
¢ Montana Rail Link
o BNSF Railway
4

Economic Development
Corporations
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Stakeholders

¢ Stakeholders

\ 4
4
4

Townsend School District
US 287 User’s Group

Water User’s Group (Missouri
River)

o Toston Irrigation District
o Pat Barnes Chapter of Trout

Unlimited

County Fire Departments and
Emergency Medical Personnel

County Sheriff and Montana State
Highway Patrol

¢ Landowners in the Corridor
¢ Resource and Regulatory Agencies
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Public Involvement Activities

¢ Three public informational meetings

¢ Presentations to Broadwater County
Commission

¢ One-on-one outreach to select
landowners and project stakeholders

¢ Other Outreach Efforts
¢ Project newsletters
¢ Website/Toll Free line
¢ Informal meetings
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Project Schedule

¢ Project Kick-off Meeting Held
December 16, 2009

¢ Draft Corridor Study Document
(~ August 2010)

¢ Final Corridor Study Document
(~October 2010)
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EXISTng
onelitions in the
Corricor
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Corridor Overview

¢ Rural Principal Arterial — Non-Interstate
National Highway System (NHS) route

¢ Predominant route between major cities
and towns

¢ Significance to interstates

¢ Functional classification determines design
speed and associated highway geometrics
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Existing Traffic Volumes

Toston Missouri River Corridor AADT
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Existing Crash Trends

Safety issues are a significant concern

A 10-year period of crash data was
analyzed (01/01/1999 — 12/31/2008)

59 total crashes in the 10-year period
¢ 26 occurred on bridge near MP 88
¢ 45 were single vehicle crashes (76.3 %)
¢ 10 involved wild animals (17.0 %)
¢ 14 involved guardrail (23. 7%)
Rumble strips installed 2006

US Highway 287 Crash Statistics (MP 86.1 — 89.1)
(from January 1, 1999 — December 31, 2008

Statewide Average NINHS Routes Study Area

All Vehicles Crash Rate 1.07 1.32

All Vehicles Severity Index 2.20 2.64

All Vehicles Severity Rate 2.36 4.28

Total Recorded Crashes 59

Source: MDT Traffic and Safety
Bureau, 2009.
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Railroad Bridge Crossing

¢ US 287 bridge crossing over the MRL track
(MP 88.05)

¢ EXxisting bridge structure is ~386 feet in
length

¢ Bridge rail was retrofitted with concrete
barrier

¢ Horizontal separation and vertical
clearance criteria exists

¢ Important for this study’s conceptual
Improvement option(s)
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Missouri River Bridge
Crossing

2

Existing bridge structure is ~690 feet Iin
length

28 feet in width

Bridge rail was retrofitted with concrete
barrier

Continuous steel girders (main span)
Concrete T-beam for end spans
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Environmental Resources

¢ Surface Waters

¢ Floodplain

¢ Irrigation Systems

¢ Threatened and Endangered Species
¢ Species of Special Concern
¢ Wetlands

¢ Wildlife

¢ Fisheries

¢ Cultural Resources

¢ Recreation

¢ Prime Farmland

¢ Hazardous Waste Sites

¢ Noise

¢ Air Quality ¢ Noxious Weeds
¢ Geology ¢ Private Development
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Figure 3-1
Surface Waters and Floodplain
Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
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Railroad
Water Use within the Study Area
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Figure 3-2
Irrigation Systems
Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
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Site Description | status |
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Figure 3-3
Cultural Resources and Recreation

Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor | Toston Missouri River
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Figure 3-4
Wildlife Corridor Areas
Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
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Railroad
Animal Species of Concern
within the Study Area

Figure 3-5
Animal Species of Concern
Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
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Figure 3-8
Land Use
Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
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Figure 3-9
Hazardous Material in the Project Study Area
Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
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Figure 3-10

Farmland and Soils

Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
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Figure 3-11
Geology
Toston Missouri River Crossing Corridor
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Environmental Scan

¢ Environmental scan will be completed
In short term

¢ Helps provide sufficient information to
compare conceptual improvement
options

¢ Fatal flaws?

o Greater or lesser impacts

¢ Can impacts be avoided, minimized or
mitigated — and at what cost?

¢ Procedural hurdles?

¢ Environmental resource & regulatory
agencies input
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Next Steps

¢ Continue study coordination and
outreach

¢ Complete existing conditions and data
gathering efforts

¢ Begin analysis of transportation
needs

¢ Begin identification of potential
Improvement options for the corridor
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Next Steps

¢ Solicit comments from the public

¢ Review the displays - comment/edit
preliminary information

& Areas of concern
¢ Known constraints

¢ General perception / ideas about the
corridor

38



Conclusion

Questions, answers and/or comments?

Study Website:

http://www.mdt.mt.qgov/pubinvolve/toston/

Study Newsletters:

ot

CDM Helena, ATTN: Jeff Key, P.E.
kevia@cdm.com

50 West 14th Street, 2"d Floor
Helena, Montana 59601
Tel: 406-441-1400 Fax: 406-449-7725
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