FROM
THE BEARTOOTH
TO BILLINGS

The US 212 corridor is a major thoroughfare,
transporting residents and visitors from the scenic
Beartooth mountains to the city of Billings and
beyond. The number of travelers on the stretch of
highway between Red Lodge and Roberts has been
steadily increasing through the decades, yet the
highway has not undergone major reconstruction
or rehabilitation efforts since 2002.

To accommodate the growth in roadway users
over the past 20 years, and address the safety and
reconstruction needs of this corridor, the Montana
Department of Transportation (MDT) has launched
the US 212 - Red Lodge to Roberts project. The
US 212 - Red Lodge to Roberts project spans
between the towns of Red Lodge and Roberts,
from Two Mile Bridge Road to a half-mile outside
of Roberts, near West Bench Road.

STAY IN THE KNOW

The Montana Department of Transportation
understands that US 212 is a major highway
for regular commuters and visitors. As such,
we will make every effort to keep delay times
low and communicate prior to and throughout
construction. We encourage all to sign up for
project updates:

EMAIL
takami@bigskypublicrelations.com
to subscribe.

PROJECT HOTLINE
406-207-4484
Monday - Friday, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

@ WEBSITE

bitly.com/redlodgeroberts

SCAN ME

Alternative accessible formats of this document will be provided
on request. Persons who need an alternative format should
contact the Office of Civil Rights, Department of Transportation,
2701 Prospect Avenue, PO Box 201001, Helena, MT 59620.
Telephone 406-444-5416 or Montana Relay Service at 711.

This document is printed at state expense. Information on
the cost of producing this publication may be obtained by
contacting the Department of Administration.
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zero deaths - zero serious injuries
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DITCHING
OUR FLOOD ISSUES

A major feature of the US 212 - Red Lodge to Roberts
project is water management. Within the context
of roads and bridges, water seeps into cracks
and causes structures to deteriorate quicker.
Engineers spend countless hours researching and
developing plans to reduce flooding and direct
water to places where it can properly drain.

On US 212, flooding is a major concern for many. Rock
Creek and wetlands are nearby, and groundwater and
springs flow from the west to the east. In some
areas, irrigation canals for farming operations mix
with storm water. Storm water running through
ditches can often carry fertilizer and other pollutants
from the land, presenting drainage concerns.
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To address these concerns, the US 212 - Red
Lodge to Roberts project will create flat bottom
ditches separate from irrigation canals in many areas.
These ditches resemble a trapezoid and can move
large amounts of water with less maintenance over
time. Its shape slows the water down, reducing
erosion on the sides of the ditch. In areas where
there is not enough space to construct a flat bottom
ditch, engineers will create a triangle shaped
ditch, which is also effective in moving water but
requires more maintenance. These ditches will
also provide snow storage during winter months.

RED LODGE

Right of way negotiations with
landowners are underway.

(\) 2022

Project is shovel ready.
Project plans are fully complete.

TRAPEZOIDAL

2023 & BEYOND

Funding will determine when the project is
constructed. A funding source has not yet be
fully identified and finalized.
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IMPROVEMENTS INCLUDE

RECONSTRUCTING
NEARLY 10 MILES

EIGHT-FOOT SHOULDERS

PASSING LANES

BUS TURNOUT/
WEIGH STATION

DITCHES TO
IMPROVE DRAINAGE

SIX CONCRETE
BOX CULVERTS

MINOR ALIGNMENT
SHIFTS

RUMBLE STRIPS

IMPROVING INTERSECTIONS
AND APPROACHES

ADJUSTING CURVES
OF THE HIGHWAY



